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Muhammad Baqir ibn Ali ibn Husayn said, "He is the 
man whose speech resembles the speech of the Prophets f*~$r*J* . 

Khalid ibn Safwan v* «ft said about him to Maslamah ibn 
Abdul Malik, "May Allah bestow the amir with piety! I was his 
neighbour. His private life is like his public life and his words, 
more than any one else, If he begins to do anything then he 
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completes it and if he gives up anything then he is staunch on his 
resolve. If he instructs the people to do something then he abides 
by it more than anyone else. Similarly, if he forbids anything then 
he refrains from it more than the others. I found him 
independant. Of other people who are dependant on him." 
Maslamah said, "Enough, Khalid! How can a people go astray if 
he is one of them?" 

Ash'ath ^ «Ut said that everyone he met after Hasan Basri 
^ *— -j seemed a junior to him. Hasan Basri *> ^ had also 
said that death had despaired the world and ther was no pleasure 
for sensible person. 

Zuhd : 

In his sight, the world was not like even an ordinary thing. 
He had no value for dirham or dinar. Ashath *-*U <u^.j said that 
when they went to him, on their return they had no significance 
for the world. 

Hasan would tell his listeners that dirham and dinar 

were two most evil companions who will give them no advantage 
whatsoever, howsolong they are with them. He said, "Whosoever 
gives honour to dirham, Allah disgraces him. So, disgrace the 
dinar. By Allah, I am most pleased after disgracing it". 

He spent his life as a humble person unconcerned with the 
world. He had no worldly possession beyond what takes one to 
the hereafter. 

When a friend paid him a sick- visit, he observed that he had 
nothing like a bed or a bedding, a carpet or a pillow. He only had 
a makeshift bed made of leaves of dates with a rough, coarse mat 
on it. 

A villager came to Basra and asked for the chief of the city. 
He was told of Hasan. He asked, "Chief of what?" He was told 
that he is not dependent on what the people possess while they 
depend on his knowledge of religious matters. The villager 
remarked, "What a nice attribute! He should be the chief". 

Noble manners : 

Hasan Basri ^4* <i had adorned his heart with excellences 
and noble manners. He did not miss any excellence. When 
someone backbited him, he sent to him a tray full of fresh dates 



A Hundred Ascetics & Their Chief Muhammad 



211 



with the message, "This is a return for the gift of your pieties to 
me when you back bited me. "The man was ashamed and never 
thought ill of him again. 

Deeds compatible with words : 

Someone asked Hasan Basri , "Why do you not 

encourage people to set their slaves free, when you deliver the 
Friday sermon?" He said, "Insha Allah I will do so" Next friday, 
he delivered the sermon but said nothing about emancipation of 
the slaves, and not even the friday after that. In fact, he spoke 
about it on the fourth or fifth Friday. The same man met him and 
pointed out the delay in acceding to his request. Hasan <2i '^^j 
said that he could not urge the people to set slaves free without 
first doing it himself. To do that he needed money to buy a slave 
and then let him go free. He said, "I did not wish to be of those 
who do not what they say." 

Fear of the hell-fire : 

He was very grieved about the hereafter so that the grief had 
weakened his heart. It was as though the hell-fire was only for 
him. 

Ibrahim Laskary - — d-» «M *»- said that he did not see anyone 
more grieved than Hasan *4* '—•-j . His look gave the impression 
every time that he had suffered a hardship at that moment. 

Hasan Basri « — J— * ^ urged the people to feel grief and 
sadness. He described the merits there of. He said, "Before you 
get security, your fear is better than the security after which you 
are involved in fear". 

Someone asked him, "O Abu Sa'eed, what brings grief of the 
hereafter to the heart?" He said, "Hunger". The man asked, "And 
what removes grief?" He said, "A full stomach". 

Fear : 

In the dark of the night, he stood in prayer and wept for a 
long time. Ali ibn Zayds 1 * «$' said that Hasan «a* spent a 
night at his house and all night he prayed and wept. Ibn Zayd 
said to him that he had made his family members weep in the 
night. He said, "O Ali, I wondered if Allah might see the evil and 
say, "Do what you like, I will not accept your deeds (and this 
made me weep)". 
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Certatinty of death : 

While Hasan Basri vJ-* ^ was among some people, a man 
came and said that he had built a house and requested him to go 
and see it with him and pray for it. So he took all the people along 
and at the house, he said to the owner, "May those on earth 
deceive you, may those in the heaven detest you and may you 
ruin your home and build another's home." Then, he returned 
with his people. 

When they returned to Hasan's «— l* jiii^-j home, they found 
that its wall was leaning to a side. Someone said, "O Abu Sa'eed, 
repair it before your house collapses." Hasan who had little hope 
said, "Leave alone. The situation calls for more haste." (Death will 
come before that). 

Death : 

He died in 110 AH, in the initial days of Rajab, on Friday 
night. 

When the news spread, all Basra was in tears. 



Muhammad ibn Sirin 



(dllO AH, 728 CE) 

"fr He was to the ascetics as Jibril is to the angel. 

"fr He had thrown out of his heart worldly deception and 
personal ego. 

He had turned himself to goodness and piety. 

This man's speech was tasbih and silence meditation and 
worship. He had brightened his world with nearness to Allah. He 
was Muhammad ibn Sirin <4* 4)i u_>-j . His kunyah was Abu Bakr. 
He was imam of Basra and known in his times for taqwa. 

He was born two years after the death of Uthman ibn Affan 
4fc ■ He grew up in a house whose every member was God- 
fearing. In his youth, he was a draper. His hearing was impaired 
to some extent. He acquried knowledge of fiqh, narrated ahadith 
and learnt the laws of inheritance, judgement and accounts. 

He became famous for interpretation of dreams. Anas ibn 
Maalik appointed him as a scribe in Persia. His father was a 
free man of Anas 4* • He was bestowed guidance, a good nature 
and humility. On seeing him, the people remembered Allah. He 
cleaned the mosque with his clothes on enterring it. 

Division of time : 

He had divided his life in two parts, for worship and to earn 
livelihood. When the day advanced, he came out of the mosque to 
attend to business in the market. In the night,he stood in worship 
in the mosque of his house. He fasted on alternate days and he 
was very kind to his mother. He never spoke loudly, and 
generally he was occupied in tasbih and tahmid. He was truthful 
and chose the reliable and strong approach, religious-wise. 

Tribute i 

Muwaq Ajli said that he found none more God-fearing in 
fiqh as Ibn Sirin. 

Bakr ibn Abdullah Muzani<-^-*<^^~j said that he was most 
God-fearing man of his times. 

His sayings on taqwa and reforming oneself are very 
excellent. He said, "When Allah decides to do good to someone, 
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he creates an admonisher in his heart who enjoins the reputable 
and forbids the disreputable". 

Ibn Sirin <^ & was a great ascetic. He went to the market 
at midday but engaged himself in takbir, tasbih and dhikr. When 
someone remarked, "O Abu Bakr, at this time?" He said, "This is 
the time when Allah's remembrance is ignored, so I like to 
remember Him now". 

One day he referred to someone and in order to describe him 
said, "The black one". Soon, he repented his words and sought 
Allah's forgiveness lest he may have backbited him. 

Anas ibn Maalik 4& died. He had left instructions that Ibn 
Sirin ^ « should give him the bath, but he was in prison. The 
people got the governor's permission to release him on parole, 
but he said, "Not the governor, but he who has a right over me 
has had me imprisoned". So, the people got that man's permission 
too and he came out and gave the body of Anas ibn Maalik*. 
a bath. 

Piety and advice : 

Whenever he sold anything to anyone, he asked him three 
time, "Are you pleased?" If the buyer said, "Yes", he brought 
witnesses to witness the transaction. 

Sari ibn Yahya ,_i J ..dii^_ > . J said that once Ibn Sirin a^i 
gained profit of forty thousand(?) on a transaction which he 
reinvested in something else. But, later he had doubts and 
abandoned the transaction. When asked about the lawful and 
unlawful one day, his colour changed and it looked as though he 
was a different person. Once, he bought oil worth forty thousand 
dirhams payable later. 

When one drum was opened, a dead mouse was found 
floating in it. He concluded that all the drums were infected and 
therefore, impure because all were filled up form one storage. He 
thought that if he returned the purchase, the seller might sell it 
elsewhere, so he poured out all the oil as a total loss. When 
payment was due and he could not pay the amount, he was 
imprisoned. 

Religious understanding : 

He understood the finer points of religion. Allah had 
bestowed on him a high level of intelligence. A man once claimed 
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that Ibn Sirin «W '^j owed him two dirhams, but he denied that 
he had to pay that to him. The man asked him to deny on oath, 
and he did so. The people said to him in surprise, "Do you swear 
just for two dirhams?" He said, "Yes. I do not want him to 
consume the unlawful while I know that it is unlawful. 

The truthful : 

Muhammad ibn Sirin >-4-* ^ did not hesitate to speak the 
truth. He did not fear blame and censure when it came to a 
command of Allah. 

Hisham said that he did not find anyone as outspoken before 
the kings as Ibn Sirin. 

Umayr ibn Hubayrah governor of Iraq summoned him one 
day. He answered the summons and took his nephew with him. 
The governor welcomed him heartily and gave him much respect. 
He asked, "O Abu Bakr, how are the people of your city?" He 
said, "I find oppression there but you are unmindful of that". His 
nephew poked him with his elbow in reproach and he truned to 
him and said, "He did not ask you, but he asked me. And this is a 
testimony". He quoted the verse : 

"And whosoever conceals it, his heart is surely sinful". 

(Surah Baqarah 283) 

Ibn Hubayrah gave him the same respect and honour when 
he bid him farewell. He sent to him a purse of thirty thousand 
dirhams, but he did not take it. 

Death : 

He died in 110 AH and was buried in Basra. 



Talhah ibn Musarrif 



(d 112 AH, 730 CE) 

it As though the angels trained him. 
it He had surrounded grief in his heart. 

it He swore not to laugh till he saw his place in the next 
world. 

He had checked his tongue. His silence was meditation and 
speech was remembrance of Allah. Fear of Allah had aroused a 
deep longing in his heart that kept him restless. He was Talah ibn 
Musarrif ibn Ka'b ibn Amr Hamdani kufi, Abu Muhammad. The 
chief of the reciters of the Qur'an and one of the chief God- 
fearing men. 

He was the best of the reciters of the Qur'an in his times. He 
was known for his truthfulness and faithfulness. He look the 
route of silence to the hearafter death. When someone suggested 
to him to earn livelihood through sale of grain, he commented, "I 
wish not that Allah should see me make it costlier for the 
Muslims". 

Taqwa : 

When he had to hammer a nail on the wall between him and 
his neighbour, he sought the neighbour's permission. 

The neighbour, a woman, gave her permission not only for 
the nail but also for a ventilator, if he wished to have it. She said 
about him that when her female servent went to his house to ask 
for a burning firewood, he was offering salah and his wife 
requested her to wait till she had roasted a piece of meat for his 
iftar. 

She did that but when Talhah finished his salah and 

learnt of it, he asked his wife why she had delayed the 
neighbours firewood. So, he asked her to give the female servant 
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the roasted meat too for the neighbour. 

Last moments and death : 

He was bed-ridden with quinsy which is a severe in flamm- 
ation of the throat with swelling and fever). He was in much pain 
because of which he cried. Someone told him that Tawus did not 
like that anyone should weep because of sickness. So he did not 
cry after that till he died in 112 AH. 



Ata ibn Rabah -uu-Jji^j 



(d 114 AH, 732 CE) 

His saintliness compelled one to shake hands with him. 

it His words made scholars weep. 

■ft He felt ashamed that he should be respected for his 
opinion. 

He was among the immortals, Ata ibn Rabah v> «J> , Abu 
Muhammad Qurayshi. He was a freed man of the Quraysh, the 
jurist of the Haram. He used to attend the circle of Ibn Abbas 
*■» ^ ^ J . He was born in Yemen and grew up in Makkah. He was 
a freed man of the family of Abu Maysarah Fahri. He was black, 
squinteyed, slit-nosed and had lost use of hands and had 
deformed feet. Later, he become blind. In spite of that, he attained 
a high position and his name was cited in jurisprudence, exegesis 
and as scholar of transmitters of hadith. 

Muhammad ibn Abdullah said that his gatherings were 
never without remembrance of Allah. His answers to questions 
were always very good. Salamah ibn Kuhayl said,"I did not see 
anyone besides him seeking Allah's pleasure through 
knowledge". 

Zuhd : 

The world came to Ibn Rabah in a very beautiful way, but he 
ignored it. He spent his life as an ascetic and kept away from the 
rulers. He knocked at their doors only to serve the Muslims. 

Uthman ibn Ata Khurasani «i s— *j said, "I and my father 
were going to Hisham ibn Abdul Malik. When we were near 
Damascus, we saw an old man on a donkey. He was black, 
wearing a rough, thick cloak and a worn-out robe. He had a 
crude, torn cap on his head. I found the sight amusing and 
laughable, but my father Scolded me in formed me that he was 
the chief of the jurists of the Hijaz, Ata ibn Rabah". His father 
alighted from his mule and Ata from his donkey and they 
embraced one another. Then they rode on their beasts to the door 
of Hisham who gave them permission to enter. Ata Khurasani 
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^U&t^j then recounted to his son how Hisham received them 

JT SO ° n 35 Hi5ham learnt of Ata ' he alIow ed us entry 

and by Allah. I got access to him because of Ata. Hisham 
welcomed him and made him sit besides him on the throne and 
asked him, "O Abu Muhammad, what is your need?" Ata ibn 
Rabah demanded that the stipends of the people of the Haram of 
Madman and of the territory in between them (Known as 
thaghar) should be paid to them Hisham instructed his slave to 

S h, T°, rder , fOT rdeaSe ° f thdr Sti P ends ' and seated 
iT.S ™en bowin § down awards him, he asked softly 
O Abu Muhammad, anything else?" He said, "O Amirul- 
f;;'", 1 ; ^ r f Ikh fo l y° use l f - Know that you were born alone 
and will die alone and will be raised again alone. You will give 
your account alone. None of those you see will be with you. 
Hisham fell down, face first, on the ground and wept while Ata 
Ibn Rabah departed leaving the Khalifah as he was and I too came 
out. When we were at the door, a man caught up with us and 
presented a purse to Ibn Rabah from the amir ul-miminin. Ata 

verse" Sayin§ ^ " 3Way! Away! " He recited the 

"And I ask of you no reward for it, my reward is only with the 
Lord of the worlds". (26 : 109) 

By Allah he did go in and came out, but he did not take 
even a drop of water". 

Death : 

He died in Makkah in 114 AH. Imam Awza' i^A^ sai d 
plople' 37 di6d ' ^ dgareSt ° f 311 earthli "g s ^ the 



Wahb ibn Munabbih Up-Aia^, 

(d 114 AH, 732 AH) 
■& He cut off his desires with the sword of his wisdom, 
"fr He was one of the great ascetics, 
■fr The devil was afraid of his shadow. 

For forty years, he offered the fajr salah with the same 
ablution that he had performed for isha. He trampled under foot 
his desires. His voice was the key to hearte. He was wahb ibn 
Munabbih ibn Kamil San'ani & ;u_^, He was a descendant of 
those Persian whom the Kisra had sent to Yemen. 

He was born in San'a in the times of Uthman ibn Affan 
He had red the Books of the Peoples of the Scripture and their 
history. He was a tabi'i He was an ascetic and wisdom was on his 
tongue. Umar ibn Abdul Aziz « — Jlj. appointed him the 

governor of San'a. 

Zuhd : 

He was very chaste in speech and never was rash against 
anyone. He never slept on a bedding. If he dreamt anything that 
came out true like day light. His sermons penetrated the hearts of 
his listeners. He said, "If anyone tramples over his desires then 
the dvil is scared of his shadow too". 

Wahb *i* s-^j had combined intelligence with humility. He 
fought egoism and refrained from going to places where he was 
praised. He would say to his companions, "If anyone praises you 
for something that you do not possess then be sure that he will 
blame you for what you do not have". Thus, if anyone spoke 
highly of him among people then he would say without 
delay. "I have examined myself and have not found such a 
characteristic in me". 

Wonders : 

He stayed at his friends's house once. In the night, he got up 
and recited the Qur'an. Suddenly, his friend woke up and looked 
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towards him. He found a circle of light over his head. The friend 
told him in the morning of what he had seen. He bowed his head 
and said modestly, "Do keep it to yourself". 

Noble tnonners : 

While Wahb ibn Munabbih & u*, was giving lessons on 
hadith to some people, a man came to them and announced, "O 
Wahb, so-and-so reviled you ". His complexion changed 
into anger and he turned to the other side and said, "Could the 
devil find no other messenger besides you?" Shortly, that man 
who had reviled him came to the gathering and offered the 
greetings. Wahb smiled and responded to him with an open 
heart, shook hands with him and made him sit next to him. 

Encouragement to avoid the ruler : 

He learnt from different sources that Ata Khurasani 
knocked at the doors of kings. Accordingly, when he met Ata 
Khurasani, addressed him in very loving tones, "May Allah be 
kind to you. Is it that you take your knowledge to the doors of 
the kings?" You go to those who shut their doors to you and 
display to you their need, concealing their richness. But, you 
leave One Who keeps His doors open for you and displays to you 
His abundance and says : 

"Upon Me, and I shall answer you". (40 : 60) 

"O Ata, if that which suffices you can make you independent 
then the least of the world can be enough for you. But, if what 
suffices you cannot make you independent then there is nothine 
in the world that can be enough for you". 

Death : 

Wahb ibn Munabbih died in San'a in 114 AH. 



Awn ibn Abdullah ibn Utbah ^4i^ 

(d 115 AH, 733 CE) 
"fr While in the world, he got himelf freedom in the hereafter, 
■fr He severed the temptations of his self. 
" "fr Only death was between him and paradise. 

He was found always engaged in salah. No one could persist 
in egoism before him but would regard himself as lowly. He was 
Awn ibn Abdullah ibn Utbah ibn Mas'ud, a poet and orator. He 
was known for his worship, recital of the Qur'an and piety. He 
walked on the path of the mystics. He was near Allah and had 
removed all doubts. He cured hearts through dhikr and chased 
off the devil. 

Words of wisdom : 

1. It is enough arrogance to consider yourself superior to one 
who is lower in rank than you. 

2. The people before you kept for the world that which was 
surplus from the hearafter. 

3. But, now, you keep for your hereafter that which is surplus 
from the world. 

Awn ibn Abdullah loved dhikr and said, "There is a main 
deed in everyone's deeds. In my deeds, dhikr is the main deed". 

He also said, "The gatherings of dhikr are healing for the 
hearts". 

His words were an ointment. When they dropped on the 
wounds of conscience, they awakened it and soothed its pain". 

A man trembled before him and said, "I fear that I have 
become a hypocrite". Awn said, "If you were a hypocrite then you 
would not have been afraid of that". 

Fear of Allah : 

He remembered his sins in solitude and wept till tears 
flowed profusely from his eyes. If someone approached him, 
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he wiped off the tears. He said, "I have come to know that the 
portion of a person's body his tears touch is forbidden to the fire 
by Allah". 

His heart was full of rememberance of death and failure of 
hopes. He would censure himself for neglecting himself while the 
angel of death was not neglectful of him, and for having tall 
hopes while death was pursuing him. 

When his friends asked him about the most profitable day 
for a believer, he said it is the day when he will meet Allah and 
learns that he is pleased with him. They asked about the worldly 
day and he said, "The most profitable day is one whose last hours 
he will not reach'. 

Death : 

His final instructions were that his piece of land should be 
sold and the proceeds should be given away in sadaqah. He was 
reminded that he had a family, yet he was giving away his land 
in charity. He said faith inspiring tone, "I am sending ahead this 
land for me, and for my family I leave Allah, the Exalted. Thus, 
the descendants of Ibn Mas'ud in learning wealth. 

He died towards the end of 115 AH. 



Yazid ar-Raqashi <ip<iin— j 

(d 120 AH , 737 CE) 

■fr He extinguished his heart's fire with his tears. 

•ft He worshipped Allah by weeping because of his fear. 

■& His weeping was the essence of his worship. 

He found freedom in nearness to his Master. He went 
hungry to reform his heart. He was Yazid ibn Aban ar-Raqashi, 
righteous, ascetic and one who wept at night. He wept because of 
fear of Allah and lost his eyelids because of that. 

He lived in the world without interst in it. He curbed his 
desires and secluded himself to weep. He urged the people to 
practice abstinence in food and drink, saying, "Those who keep 
hungry for Allah's pleasure will be in the first batch on the day of 
resurrection". 

Zuhd : 

Musa al-Laqiti ^•jjis^j said that Yazid ar-Raqashi<J*«3Jii^j 
kept himself hungry for sixty years for the sake of Allah so much 
so that he became weak-bodied and pale-complexioned. In spite 
of that he complained that his stomach had the better of him and 
he had no power over it. 

Ash'ab ibn Suwa ^ went to him on a very hot day. He 
said, "O Ash'ab, come, let us weep over the day of thirst for lack 
of cool water". (He meant the day of resurrection). He put his 
head between his two hands and blamed his soul, saying. "The 
worshippers have overtaken me and I am left in despair". He said 
this though he fasted (on alternate days) for forty-two years. 

Fear of the hereafter : 

Yazid RaqashiA-^uOii^,, wept when he went home as he did 
on participating in a funeral, and when his brother came to him 
he wept and made them weep. His son said, "Father, how much 
do you weep! If hell was made only for you, even then you could 
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not weep more than you do". He said, "My son! This fire is 
created for me, my colleagues and for our brothers, the jinns and 
human beings." Then he recited the verse: 

"They shall go round between it (hell) and hot boiling water". 

(55 : 44) 

Saying this, he shrieked and went round the house till he fell 
down in a swoon. 

While he talked, tears rolled down his cheeks and his beard. 
He would say, "My brothers! weep before the day of weeping 
arrives. Wail before the day of wailing arrives. Repent before the 
door to repentance is closed. O party of the young and old, wail 
over yourselves". He would weep till he fell down. When he 
regained, he wept again and fell down and was taken home in an 
unconscious state. 

When someone asked him if he did not get fed up with 
weeping, he began to weep and asked. "Does a suckling child get 
fed up with its nourishment? By Allah it is my desire that after 
my tears I weep with blood and after that I weep blood and puss, 
for, the people of hell will weap blood after their tears dry up. 

Final moments : 

When death was near and the angel of death was there, he 
wept. He said, "I weep because I miss the salah and fasting". He 
said to himself. "O Yazid, who will offer the salah for you? Who 
will fast for you? Who will present deeds to Allah after you? 
Who will seek forgiveness for your past sins? O you, whose 
dwelling is the grave and who have to stand before Allah, and the 
fire is whose wharf, what have you sent ahead for yourself? How 
have you prepared for your death? And, for the presentation 
before your Lord?" 

Death : 

Bukhari has placed him among those who died between 110 
AH and 120 AH. 



Bilal ibn Sa'd Up-uji^j 

(d 122 AH, 740 CE) 

it He was to the people of Shaam as Hasan Basri was to the 
people of Basra. 

■fc He delivered sermons in the tongue of the Prophet i& . 

•fr His ears echoed with fear. 

He was an imam, a sermoniser and an ascetic. He was Bilal 
ibn sa'd ibn Tamim ibn Amr u!-Sukumi Abu Amir Damishqi, the 
famous tabi'i. The shaykh of Damascus and the imam of its jama 
Masjid and a great scholar. 

His father was a sahabi. He acquired knowledge from his 
father and many other sahaba 4® ■ He was a very eloquent man of 
Shaam. He presented a gist of his life in a qasidah (poem) which 
echoes in history. He narrated good stories to his listeners in his 
sermons. 

Tribute : 

Awza' i ^ "j said, "I have not come across a sermoniser 
more eloquent than Bilal ibn Sa'd. Wisdom was on his tongue like 
dew in the morning. His voice penetrated the hearts". 

Wise sayings : 

Among his wise sayings are : "Do not look at a sin being 
minor but look at the greatness of One Whom you disobey". It is 
enough sin that Allah calls us away from the world but we crave 
for it." 

Fear of Allah : 

One day he travelled to the suburbs of Damascus to preach 
to the people. He discouraged them to seek the world and 
instilled fear in them. He would say, "How grieving that grief 
does not grow in me!" 
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If he saw or heard of a sin being committed, he would 
interrupt his sermon and say in a loud voice, "If you hide a sin, 
then only the sinner is the loser but if you disclose it and it is not 
curbed then everyone is a loser. 

He condemned the evil in the people and said, "Do not 
present yourselves to the people as Allah's friends though, in 
private, you are His enemies. 

Amazing worship : 

His worship can be counted as astonishing. He offered one 
thousand raka'at every day and night. One cold night, he was 
offering salah when sleep disturbed him considerably so that he 
was finding it diffiult to continue. So, he plunged into the pond of 
his home with his clothes on so that he put away sleepiness. His 
family members expressed displeasure. He said, "This water is 
better than the boiling pus of hell". 

Well-wishing : 

One of Bilal's sons died. Someone claimed more than twenty 
dirhams as due on him. Bilal asked him if he had a witness, or a 
written document, but the man had none. So he asked him to say 
that on oath. The man swore that Bilal's son owed him the money. 
Bilal gave the dirhams he had demanded and said softly, "If you 
are true then I have repaid you my son's debt but if you lie then I 
have given you this money as charity. 

Wonders : 

Awzai •^•aJ'i-^j said that during a drought, the people came 
out to pray for water. Bilal ibn Sa'd was among them. He asked 
the people, "Do you not confess your sins?" They said, "Yes" So, 
he prayed and said, "O Allah, you say in your book: 

"There is no way against the good-doers". (9 : 91) 
We have confessed our sins, so forgive us and grant us rain." 
They received rain on the same day. 

Death : 

Bilal ibn Sa'd died in the times of Hisham ibn Abdul Malik 
after 120 AH. 



Muhammad ibn Wasi UpJji^j 

(d 123 AH, 741 CE) 

■fr He was a reciter of the Qur'an. His sight was comfort of 
heart. 

& He prepared for the hereafter, everyday. 

"wr His finger was better than a thousand swords in battles. 

He was one of the well-known cavaliers in war and one 
those who kept vigil in the night. He communicated with Allah 
and his prayers were answered. He was Muhammad ibn Wasi ibn 
Jabrazdi, Abu Bakr. He was the pride of Islam, the beauty of the 
reciter of the Qur'an, a devoted worshiper, abstinent and humble, 
a jurist and a reliable narrator of hadith. 

Tribute : 

He rejected the offer of the office of Basra's judge. He 
rejected the world because all its pleasures are ephemeral. His 
faith was firm. 

Sulayman Taymi «-4>«»U-»m said that he did not find anyone 
more God-fearing than Muhammad ibn Wasi^^'^j. He was the 
only me who wished to meet Allah like His book. 

Musa ibn Bashshar * — pt— * — ~j travelled with him from 
Makkah to Basra and found him praying all night. Ja'far ibn 
Sulayman Jn a— travelled to him whenever he felt a constric- 
tion of his heart and observed his face. 

Zuhd : 

Whenever he heard any one praise him, Ibn Wasi*-^^ 1 *— *>) 
would say, "If sins had an-odour then you would not have come 
closer to me because of the bad smell". 

A man requested him to give him instructions, he said with 
a bright face, "I instruct you to be a king in this world and the 
next." The man was taken aback and asked, "How is that possible 
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for me?" He said, "Have no desire for the world," and looking at 
the heavens, he added from the core of his heart, "Glad tidings are 
for him who gets a meal in the night but not next morning and 
who gets him breakfast but not the evening meal, and Allah is 
pleased with him. One day he took his donkey to the market to 
sell it. Someone asked him, "Do you like the donkey for me?" He 
said, "If I was pleased, I would not have sold it." 

Muhammad ibn Wasi< J — *4h* — >-j preached orally to invite 

people to Allah and then took up the sword for the same purpose. 
He was with the governor of khurasan, Yazid ibn Muhallab »Bi**jm 
<-J-t . During that expedition, the months of pilgrimage began and 
Yazid made him amir of the hajj caravan and asked him if he 
should issue any instructions for him (for finances). Ibn Wasi 
4 — J_t w asked. "Would you do that for the whole army?" He 
said, "No". Ibn Wasi said, "Then I do not need it." 

Once he saw his son walk in a very affected manner. His 
colour changed and he did not like it. He went to him and said, 
"Do you know who you are? I bought your mother for two 
hundred dirham and may Allah not crate more man among 
Muslim like your father". 

His prayers were answered : 

His two hands opened the door of acceptance. One day, 
Muhammad ibn Wasi ^ «8) went out with an army which was 
under the command of Ibn Muslim. The Turks had advanced 
against them. Ibn Muslim sent someone to look into the mosque 
if anyone was there. He reported back that only Ibn Wasi •)* *~^m 
was there with his finger raised towards heaven, making 
supplication to Allah. Ibn Muslim «-4-* «« *-j said, "This finger is 
dearer to me than thirty thousand horse riders and swords". 

Dislike for fame and office : 

Muhammad ibn Wasi* — ,l-*<inu_»-j kept away from fame and 
office. Maalik ibn Mundhir wished to make him a qadi of Basra, 
but he declined. Maalik threatened to give him three hundred 
stripes if he did not accept his offer. Ibn Wasi s 1 * <B» gave him a 
cool answer, "If you can, go ahead because you rule us. But, one 
who is disgraced in the world is better than one who is disgraced 
in the hereafter". 
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Certainty of death : 

Muhammad ibn Wasi « — ^^'J— , had few hopes. When he 
slept, he did not expect to arise. He would say to his family before 
lying down, "I entrust you to Allah, for my sleep might be my 
death". 

With passing days, he became weak and sickness haunted 
him. Finally, he was bed-ridden. People came in large numbers to 
enquire about his health. He said to them, "My brothers! Do you 
know where I will be taken? By Allah other than whom there is 
no God- 1 do not know if I will be taken to hell or forgiven". 

Death : 

When death was apparent, he covered his head and said 
Quickly, "Welcome to the Lord's angels : 

"There is no Might or power sare with Allah." 

Fudalah ibn Dinar ^J-* Uj-j said, "I perceived a sweet smell 
at that time, the like of which I had not perceived ever before". 

Ibn Wasi *J» & i~j died in 1 23 AH. 



Aamiribn Abdullah ibn Zubayr 
ibn Awam ^Jl^ 

(d 124 AH, 741 CE) 

it He bought his soul from Allah six times. 

■fr Allah summouned his soul when he was in prostration. 

& He gave sadaqah to the poor and pleased them. 

He was an ascetic who spent his nights in prayer and days in 
fasting. He hoped for forgiveness. He was Aamir ibn Abdullah 
ibn Zubayr ibn Awam t$k • It was his habit to give sadaqah in 
secret, placing dirhams at the feet of the needy when they were 
engaged in salah at night. Death came to him when he was in 
Allah's House. 

Fear of Allah : 

Whenever death was mentioned, he was overtaken by fear 
and his limbs trembled. Sufyan ibn Uyaynah - — J— & said that 
Aamir ibn Abdullah bought his soul from Allah six times. Every 
time he gave in sadaqah the value of his bloodmoney which 
amounted to a large sum of money. 

He had with him a purse of ten thousand dirham to disburse 
at the time of isha. He placed the purse at the feet of the 
worshippers without being noticed though they could see the 
purse. When asked why he did not give it directly, he said, "I do 
not wish to embarass the receiver". 

Last moments : 

Aamir ibn Abdullah - — J—* «!» \~->-j was bed-ridden and very 
weak. The adhan was called from the (adjacent) mosque. He 
asked someone to help him go to the mosque for the salah. He 
was advised against going there given the poor condition that he 
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was in. But, he insisted, saying, "The muadhdhin has called as 
Allah's inviter. Shall I not answer the call?" It was the salah of 
maghrib and the imam had just gone into the prostration of the 
first rakah when he died before arising from the prostration. 

Death : 

The year of his death is said to be 120 AH or 124 AH. 



Thabit Bunani -gbAwj 

(d 127 AH, 744 CE) 

■fr He offered the salah in the grave, a key to good. 

An arrow in the bow that was worship. 

He was one of voices of Ar-Rahman (The Compassionate). 
He read the Quran from cover to cover by the side of every pillar 
(in the mosque). His heart was firm. He was Thabit ibn Aslam 
al-Bunani w , an imam, a guide, an ascetic, a mystic, a gem 
of his times and a jurist of Kufah. 

Tear of Allah : 

Thabit Bunani kept fasts very often, offered many raka'at 
salah and wept veiy much. He made rounds of the mosques of 
kufah to make prostrations there. 

Ans ibn Maalik said, "There are some keys of good and 
Thabit Bunani is one of them." 

Bakr ibn Abdullah*^ ^ '^j said that he was the greatest man 
of Allah of his times. He welcomed life with tears of fear and 
repentance and chased a life of grief. He wept like a mother who 
had lost her son till his ribs compressed over each other. 

Much weeping caused his eyes to ache. His physician said, 
"Guarantee me one thing and your eyes will be cured." He asked, 
"What?" The physicion said, "That you will not weep". This 
brought tears into his eyes and he said, "Of what use is the eye 
that does not weep?" Then he refused to have his eyes examined. 

Love of the Prophet $ : 

The love of the Prophet # had taken roots in his heart. 
When his words sounded in his ears, tears of love trickled down 
from his eyes. This love awakened a longing in his heart and 
drew him towards the great sahabi, Anas ibn Maalik^ . As soon 
as he was there and saw him he ran to him like a child, and kissed 
his hand again and again, saying, with teary eyes, "Your hand has 
touched the hands of Allah's Messenger <P. 
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Obedience personified : 

He traced his lost legacy by drowning himself in the vast sea 
of obedience and enduring the hardship of night vigil. Thabit 
Bunani s^^s—'m offered three hundred raka'at every night. In the 
morning, his feet were fatigud intolerably. He massaged them 
with his hands. And he made little of his effort, saying, "The 
worshippers are gone and there is nothing remaining for me". 

He said of himself, "I do not pass any pillar of the mosque 
without reciting ther the entire Quran once and weeping". 

Thabit Bunani ^Aw-j often visited Anas ibn Maalik 
^l^aUi with his friends. He made it a point to offer (optional) 
salah in every mosque that wa located on the way. When they 
came to AttasV*^>**^-j , he would asked, "Where is Thabit? Where 
is he? I like his habit". 

Prayers answered : 

Thabit prayed in tears and impolringley. He prayed, 

"O Allah, if you enable anyone to offer the salah in his grave then 
enable me to pray in my grave". 

This prayer was granted exactly as he had made it. He was 
seen offering salah in his grave after his death. 

Death : 

Thabit Bunani - — ^^i->; departed from this world to the 
perpetual world in 123 AH or 127 AH. Khalid ibn Abdullah was 
governor of Iraq in those days. 



•frit it 



Muhammad ibn Munkadir ^-Jji^j 

(d 130 AH, 748 CE) 



"& The world was worthless in his eyes. 

■fr He put his soul through forty years strenuous exercise. 

■fr Grief had engulfed him. 

He kept his heart under stringent control through the early 
morning breeze and tears of his eyes. He was Muhammad ibn 
Munkadir ibn Abdullah ibn Hudayr ibn Abdul Uzza Qurayshi 
Tamimi Madani. He was the Shaykh ul-Islam, the chief of the 
men of Allah, the head of the reciters of the Quran and an 
ascetic. He was truthful, a narrator of hadith and he had met 
some of the sahabah f <>- » «i» _s — ■ He was large-hearted, deeply 
faithful, very righteous, an example of those who had trust in 
Allah and one who endured hardship in nightly worship. 
Mention of the Prophet HI brought tears to his eyes. 

Fear of Allah : 

He had sharp feelings and a very clear heart. One night as he 
was want to he stood in salah and could not control his tears. He 
wept uncontrolably and he trembled terribly. His family 
members tried to find out what made him cry, but he could not 
speak or stop crying. They called Abu Hazim, his friend, who 
asked him what was wrong, for the family members were 
worried. He disclosed tears still flowing down that a verse of 
Allah's Book had brought about this condition. The verse was : 

"And there shall become apparent to them from Allah what they 
had no t been reckonin". (39 : 47) 

This made Abu Hazil weep too and this caused Ibn 
Munkadir ^**3)>wj to fall deep into weeping. His family wondered 
at Abu Hazim & who instead of doing something, joined 
Ibn Munkadir v»C» w-j in weeping, increasing their anxiety. 
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A neighbour of Ibn Munkadir jji was ill and shrieked 
in the night because of pain, while he shouted <d) .u^J (Praise 
belongs to Allah). He said on being asked for this conduct, "My 
neighbour raises his voice because of his affliction while I raise 
my voice for the blessing". 

Prayer answered : 

A man once entrusted Ibn Munkadir * — .Ls-tilu. — >-j with a 
hundred dinar. He said to him, "O Brother, tell me if I need, may I 
spend from it? I will repay you later". The man affirmed that he 
could. He spent the money on his need. Later, the man sent 

someone to collect his money, but Ibn Munkadir « J_* i^^j had 

nothing with him. So, he raised his hands and prayed, "O Allah, 
fail me not in repaying the trust. Do pay it for me". Then he went 
out where an unknown person held him by the shoulder and 
placed a purse of a hundred dinars in his hand. He repaid the 
man with this money, but could not find out all his life who the 
unknown doner was. After he died, the man who had delivered 
the purse disclosed that Aamir ibn Abdullah ibn Zubayr<-^Uii)i^^j 
had sent it with instructions to the man not to reveal him before 
his death, or Ibn Munkadir's. 

Final moments : 

He wept during his final moments and was very 
uncomfortable. He recalled the verse of tf\e Quran of which he 
had informed Abu Hazim <_u -oil (surah az-Zumar, 39:47) and 
said that he was afraid lest that which he did not think of might 
become apparent to him from Allah. His visitors comforted him 
that he need not fear that. Suddenly his face brightened. He said, 
"If you could see what I see (of the blessings) then your eyes will 
be cooled". 

Death : 

He died in the year 130 AH. 



Ayyub Sakhtyani 

(d 131 AH, 749 CE) 
"fr In Sajdah, he seemed to be an angel, 
"fc Wisdom had comforted his heart. 
"fa He had put the world away by taqwa. 

He was an adept scholar, an imam, a hafiz, chief of the 
young men of Basra. He was Ayyub ibn Abu Shumaymah Kaysan 
Sakhtiyani Basri Abu Bakr. He was chief of the jurists of his times, 
a trust worthy tabi'i. He performed forty hajj. He was a man of 
wonders. He wept on hearing the Prophet's j§! hadith. He smiled 
more than anyone else before other people. 

Wise sayings : 

History has preserved his words. They are wise sayings, 
some of which we reproduce here: 

1. Too much consumption is an ailment of the stomach. 

2. Two characteristics make a man a chief : 

(i) to despair of what people possess and 

(ii) to be indifferent to what they do. 

Ayyub Sakhtiyani 4ii visited Hasan Basri J)i to 
pay homage to him. When he departed from him and was out of 
earshot, Hasan Basri <-J-c- «B said, "He is the chief of the young 
men". On another occasion, he described him as 'the chief of the 
youth of Basra. 

Sufyan ibn Uyanah* J — — said that he had not seen 

anyone like Ayyub 4)i w-j . Shu'bah <_-U jli a~^j said, "Ayyub 
* — jL_p jin. — is the chief of the jurists. Whenever I made an 
appointment with him, he was ahead of me in keeping it". 
Ash'ath«— J-p tlii j-j said that Ayyub <-J-t <Ui was an expert in 
recognising the ulama. 



O Also spelt Sikhtiyani. 
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Ayyub Sikhtiyani - — jL_*«3iii — *,j was the paragon of zuhd. 
Wisdom flowed from his tongue. He gave up the world, severing 
it with the sword of zuhd and locking it up behind the wall of 
taqwa. He said, "Zuhd is of three kinds in the world : 

(i) the most adorable lies in worship of Allah as though in 
His presence. 

(ii) the best is to keep away from that which Allah has 
forbidden, and 

(iii) in terms of reward the best lies in what Allah has made 
lawful. 

Loved to conceal deeds : 

He liked to keep behind the curtain of secrecy. He kept his 
deeds concealed, he was quiet and inaudible when reciting the 
Qur'an in the salah in the night but raised his voice in the 
morning so that those who heard him spposed that he had begun 
at that moment. 

Once he was with his companions during the day and they 
began to narrate the ahadith. Hardly had he heard a few words 
when he began to shed tears. He said to himself that he must 
conceal his love for the Prophet Hi and his zuhd, but when a man 
is of advanced age, his tears have the better of him. So, he put his 
hand over his mouth pretending to suppress the urge to yawn. 

Avoided fame and rulers : 

Ayyub <-U*i)i^j disliked fame. He avoided to come into the 
limelight. Also, he did not go to the rulers. Yazid ibn Walid was 
his friend, but when he became the Khalifah, Ayyub « — J— * 4u 
prayed to Allah, "O Allah, make him forget me". 

Death : 

He died when he was sixty-three years old in 131 AH in 
Basra during the plague. 



Maalik ibn Dinar <y* 4 u-j 

(d 131 AH, 749 CE) 

it His Zuhd nullified the world's attraction. 

it His heart bowed in obedience to Allah. 

it He had opened his heart for kindness. 

it Longing for nearness to Allah had made him immune 
to hunger. 

He was born in a house all whose members were believers. 
He was Maalik ibn Dinar Basri Abu Yahya, a narrator of hadith, 
reciter of the Qur'an, a God-fearing ascetic and a righteous 
sermoniser. He earned his livelihood through work which was 
writing down the noble Qur'an. He took so much wages for it as 
necessary to buy his food and drink. His conversation appealed to 
the hearts. 

Wealth is cause of ruin : 

Maalik ibn Dinar *-jU> & *-j said, "I examined every sin and 
found out that wealth is behind it". He also said, "Ever since I 
have understood people, I am neither happy at their praise nor 
displeased at their criticism because one who praises is as much 
an exaggerates as one who criticises. 

He said that people must protect themselves from the world 
because it casts a spell on the hearts of the scholars. He referred to 
the increase in the numbers of the hypocrites and said, "If they 
had tails then earth would be too crowded to permit movement". 
As for overeating, he said, "Do not make your stomach the devil's 
bag lest Iblis pour into it whatever he likes". He also said, "The 
worst person is he who is devoted to his desires, his aims and his 
stomach". 

About buttered bread : 

One day, Maalik ibn Dinar « — 0< was sitting with his 
friend and spoke of his longing for buttered bread since forty 
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years. The man flew out and was back in a jiffy with buttered 
bread from his home. Ibn Dinar » — ,i_*«it4_^j took the bread in his 
hand and turned it upside and down. He said in utter dislike, "1 
longed for you for forty years but had the upper hand over you. 

Now, today you wish to turn the table on me". Then he 
exclaimed, "Put it away from me, and he refused to eat it. 

About his eating habits and of those who consumed meat 
and delicacies, he said, "During the whole year, I eat meat only on 
the day of sacrifice, the eed ul-Adha, because that is a sunnah". 

He lamented that he had bought a lamb for one dinar for his 
family. Since twenty years he had been questioning himself about 
it, but he was unable to find a solution. When he had a desire for 
something, he wasted no time to check himself. He held his beard 
and asked himself, "O Maalik, should you got everything you 
desire? Will you ride whatever you like. That is very bad". 

Someone asked Maalik ibn Dinar if two piece of flat 

bread would be enough for him per day. He said, "(If there is 
bread), I will wish for ghee (butter oil) with it". 

Once he came across the slave of Hajjaj, Hawshab Thaqafi. 
He said to him, "O Abu Bashr, learn two things from me. First, go 
to sleep on a hungry stomach and, secondly, skip the meal (or the 
dish) that you desire to eat". 

Maalik ibn Dinar - — ^s.&u~^j had no desire for the world, its 
dwellings, its riches and its food and drink. The door of his house 
was never shut, nor did he have a door-keeper. He told his 
companions and neighbours that whosever entered his house and 
took anything, that thing was lawful to him, and he said, "I need 
no lock or key". 

His prayer: 

The caravan was headed for Makkah, Maalik ibn Dinar 
^_^^is^>; called out, "O people, I will make supplication and you 
say Aameen". He raised his hand and prayed to Allah implorigly, 
"O Allah, do not let little or more of the world enter the home of 
Maalik ibn Dinar". 

No interest for the world : 

One day, fire erupted in the house of Maalik ibn Dinar 

«4*«l)i3U_».j and the surrounding houses. He picked up a copy of the 
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Qur'an and his cloak and walked out. Someone said, "O Abu 
Yahya, your house will burn down". He said, "There isn't 
anything inside for which 1 may worry". Then he shouted, "Those 
with a heavy load (of goods) have perished". 

On a dark night, Salman ibn Abu Muti' went to Maalik ibn 
Dinar . There was no lamp with him and he held some 

bread in his hand. Salman - — £i pointed out to the missing 
lantern and something to hold his bread. Maalik said in 

a lamenting voice, "Leave me (like that). I repent for what has 
past". (I am better as 1 am). 

Repentance of a thief : 

A thief once intruded in his house but could not find 
anything to steal. Maalik. — ^jiu^j realised his presence and 
asked him, "Did you not find any wordly thing of worth? Have 
you a liking for something of the hereafter?" The thief answered 
in the affirmative. He said, "Then, perform ablution and offer two 
raka'at optional salah". He took him towards the mosque saying, 
"He had come to steal but we have stolen him!" 

Dhikr : 

In order to seek Allah's forgiveness, he occupied himself in 
dhikr and worship. He would say, "Those who savour blessings 
never savour any blessing like the remembrance of Allah". 

He said once, "The people of the world have departed from 
it without having lasted the most pure and the best thing". When 
asked about it, he said, "Divine awareness". 

He would engage in salah at the time of tahajjud. Then he 
would grip his beard and make a humble prayer, "O Allah, when 
you gather the first and the last, forbid the fire of hell to touch the 
old Maalik ibn Dinar". 

Truthful and outspoken : 

The governor of Basra passed by in a great pomp and an 
arrogant display on his impressive riding beast. Maalik ibn Dinar 
<**<2***j checked him in an angry voice, "Soften your style of 
movement". His guards but the governor stopped them and 
approached arrogantly at the side of Maalik « uji^ and said 
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boastfully, "Do you not know me?" Maalik «_^* said, "Why 
not? And who knows you better than I do? You began as a dirty 
drop of sperm and you will end as a stenching corpse. Mean- 
while, you carry impurity in your belly". The governor bowed his 
head and was spellbound. He turned to go and said, "Now you 
have recognised me correctly, as should be, indeed!" 

One day, the governor summoned him and requested him to 
pray for him. He said, "How many an oppressed one stands at 
your door cursing you!" 

Final moments : 

When Maalik ibn Dinar < — J_* jiu^j was restricted to his bed 
with sickness, the time came for him to surrender his soul to 
Allah. He looked towards the heaven and said, "O Allah, You, 
know that I was not interested in survival in this world for a 
woman or for belly". 

Death : 

He died in 131 AH in Busra. 



Mansur ibn Mu'tamar am^^j 

(d 132 AH, 749 CE) 
-fr He rushed towards the prayer niche as though 

he was dying. 
it He was immersed in grief. 
■& He wept during one-third of the night. 

He made close acquaintence with fasting and salah. He had 
cast aside the world and seemed to carry a sack full of grief. 
He was Mansur ibn Mu'tamar ibn Abdullah Salama, Abu Attab 
( & >_,0. He was scholar of hadith and a God-fearing man. He 
was from Kufah and there was no one greater than him as a 
retainer of hadith. He was trustworthy and reliable. His eyes 
showed the effect of much weeping. For forty years at a stretch, 
he observed fasting during the day. In the night he offered salah. 

Package of grief: 

If you had seen Mansur ibn Mu'tamar^u^i— >, you would 
have concluded that he was facing some hardship: leaning to a 
side, feeble voice, wet eyes! If he was given a slight jerk, perhaps 
tears would have dropped from those wet eyes. Sufyan Thawry 
^Jii^j said that he stood in salah as though he was dying. 

Fear of Allah : 

Early morning, one day, the sound of his crying brought his 
mother rushing to him. She asked him with a mother's 
compassion, "What are you doing to yourself?" You weep all 
night. Have you hurt someone? Or, slain anyone?" He said, 
"Mother, I know what 1 have done to myself". 

His mother said, "My son recites the Quran for one-third of 
the night, weeps during one-third of it and makes supplication 
during the next one-third". He offered the salah one the roof of 
his house, looking like a fixed pole in the darkness. 
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Fed up of offices : 

The governor fo Kufa, Yusuf ibn Umar, offered to make him 
a qadi, but he abstained from meeting him. He went into a rage 
and compelled him to occupy that chair. Two men brought their 
dispute to him, but he neither asked them any question nor said 
anything to anyone. Both of them went away unattended. Then 
someone said to Yusuf ibn Umar, "If you cut him to pieces, even 
then he will not take the office". So, Yusuf let him alone. 

Death : 

He died in 132 AH. 



ft it it 



Safwan ibn Sulaym M 

(d 132 AH, 749 CE) 

He Promised Allah that he would not let his side 
touch the bed for forty years, 
■fr His speeh cured the sick. 

His supplication was a key to provision. 

He had laid a trap to gain every merit. He looked good to 
whosoever looked at him. He was the freed man of Humayd ibn 
Abdur Rahman ibn Awf - — <3Ji *— >■* , Abu Ubaydah Safwan ibn 
Sulaym ibn Awf ^—Lp -Ui who was a quiet, utrumpeted ascetic. 
He was a mujtahid, faithful, imam, hafiz, jurist and a man of 
God. He was a trustworthy narrator of innumerable ahadith, and 
an exceptionally religious man. His prayers were never 
unanswered. He spent his life with the humility of the poor and 
the awe of the kings. He never chose an intermediary but 
worshipped Allah alone without any associate. 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal ji said, "His conversation and 
speach was a healing for the sick, and his name brought rain". 

Abdul Aziz ibn Abu Hazim said that Safwan 4!i 

travelled with him to Makkah, but he did not rest anyone till they 
returned. 

Safwan-^-^ <k said, "A time will come when every effort 
will be made for the stomach, and religion will mean desires. 

Sulayman ibn Saalim *-ju» is said that in summer Safwan 
ibn Sulaym^ iii^j offered the salah (in the night, like tahajjud) 
in the home and in winter on the rooftop, to fight off sleep. Then 
he would beseech Allah very humbly and say, "O Allah this effort 
of Safwan is for You, as you know". 

Anas ibn Iyad«>^i^j said that if Safwan «J* was told 

that the last Hour was on the next day, then he would redouble 
his efforts and increase his worship manifold (though he already 
had the Last Hour in mind). 
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Gifts of rulers not solicited : 

The Khalifah, Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik <_u jji ;u_^>, came to 
Madinah, tot his governor Umar ibn Abdul Aziz «_,u 4ii i^-j . 
Sulayman a* was impressed with Safwan u*<iji:u^j and sent 
him a purse containing five hundred dinars. He cast of the purse, 
shivering all the while, and mounted his mule and went out of 
Madinah staying there till Sulayman was there. 

He was very generous and he was sure to give somthing at 
least to every needy person he came across. One winter night, he 
came out of the mosque to find a man who lacked clothes. He 
took off his shirt and gave it to the man. When he came out of the 
mosque, Safwan 4n j would weep, saying, "I do not know if 1 
will come to it again". 

Resolve not to lie on the bed : 

Safwan a. had resolved not to lie on a bed till he met 
his Lord. , He survived forty years after the resolve, But did not 
use the bed. In fac, when he was dying and people tried to 
pursuade him to lie down on a bed, he refused, saying, "Shall I 
not make good my promise to Allah, the Exalted?" So, he kept 
sitting and died in that posture. v - 

Death : 

He died in Madinah in 132 AH. 

Much later, a grave-digger was digging graves. He feel 
down on a skull that bore marks of prostration, he looked at the 
forehead and made enquiries about the grave-dweller and was 
told that he was Safwan ibn Sulaym . 



it-frit 



Ziyad ibn Abu Ziyad 4* iuj 

(d 135 AH, 752 CE) 



His words made the kings weep, 
■fr He corrected his soul with obedience, 
■fr He did not permit his soul to rest. 

His words made a deep impression on the hearts and 
brought tears to the eyes. He was Ziyad ibn Abu Ziyad 
Madani «J* 4H »j, the freed man of Abdullah ibn Ayyash 4a «— 
He was a righteous man, a jurist and a saimtly man. He took up 
residence in Damascus and was the greatest scholar of his times. 
He took every step to purify his self. 

Zudh : 

He used to visit Umar ibn Abdul Aziz 4fi u_>-> and profer 
advice to him. Umar <-Jl-* 4a -<^j gave him much respect and even 
offered to buy him from his masters and then set him free. But he 
declined. Later, the people helped him secure release. 

He wore woollen garments, did not eat meat and did not 
mingle with the people so much so that he refrained from sitting 
with them. His daily diet was about half a fistful. He said that the 
world was of no significance and he spent the life in fear of 
Allah's wrath and disobedience. His words penetrated into the 
hearts. He said, "It is better to keep away from sins than to face 
the hardships of the next world". 

Ziyad< — jt_* 4a i^-j passed himself through rigorous exercises 
and annihilated pride from himself and his mates. He was very 
obedient. He went to the mosque and engaged in salah for a long 
time and compelled himself to stay there even when his soul was 
tired. He told himself that no place was better than the mosque 
and convinced himself to survive on a flat bread and some salt, in 
the only woollen garment he had and with the old woman as his 
wife. 
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Fear of the hereafter : 

He came to Umar ibn Abdul Aziz- — on a very cold 
night when even limbs froze. He was writing some letters and 
had a fire by him. Ziyad 4ii warmed himself at the fire and 
Umar i^-j joined him after finishing the writing. Umar 

jjii^j asked him to narrate a story and he said that he 
was not a story-teller. Umar t>dw*j then asked him to speak of 
something. Ziyad > said, "When a person goes to hell, it is 

of no advantage to him who enters Paradise. And he who enters 
Paradise loses nothing on anyone going to hell". Umar^u^ 
agreed with him and Ziyad «i» wept profusely, his tears 
cooling down some of coal. 

Death : 

Ziyad <J* <i)> died in 135 AH. 



Rubayya'h ar-Rai ° up^ii^i 

(d 136 AH, 753 CE) 



"fr People learnt manners from him before acquiring 
knowledge. 

■fr His heart was full to the brim with faith. 

■fr He was a school of zuhd. 

■fr His death was a loss to fiqh. 

Syllabus of learning : 

He was one of the inventors of the syllabus of learning 
through upbringing and training. He was Rubayya'h.ibn Farrukh 
Taymi 4_sU <Hi of Madinah. His kunyah was Abu Uthman 

491 ;u^j . He was an imam, a hafiz, a jurist, a mujtahid, a 
generous man and a mufti o f Madinah. Imam Maalik «_,!_» «Li*»_*^ 
learnt fiqh from him. He lived a long life, full of worship during 
the night and day. Imam Maalik s^^I'^j said that with his death, 
fiqh lost its sweetness. 

Rubayy'ah s—^j said that zuhd was to take things from 
their lawful places and to put them in their real places. 

Once he wept profusely, fear and terror writ large on him. 
He said, "Ostentation is apparent and desires are concealed. 
People are to their scholars as children in their mother's laps, and 
they abide by their commands and keep away from what they 
forbid". 

Nothing to do with riches of rulers : 

Rubyy'ah Rai «j*«3ji never surrendered himself before the 
wealth of the rulers. Hence, he was always truthful. When 
he visited Khalifh Abdul Abbas Saffah «_u -JJi j , he received 
him warmly and in appreciation of his learning and excellence, 



O The name is also spelt 'Rabi'ah'. 
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offered him a handsome purse, but he declined to accept. Then he 
gave instructions that he shouid be given five thousand dirhams 
to buy a female slave for himself, but he turned down that offer 
too, and departed from him just as he had come. 

Generosity : 

He was very generous and wise. Whenever he was ill and 
people visited him, he had a meal laid down for them and they 
went satiated. 

Death : 

He died in 136 AH at Hashmiyah in Anbar 



Yunus ibn Ubayd Up^h-^, 



(d 139 AH, 756 CE) 
■fr He nearly met Allah with a heart of the Prophets 

■fr His name shook the doors of heaven, 
"fr He was the niche of zuhd on earth. 

The majesty of the kings and the humility of the Prophets 

, jj t- were seen on his face. He was Yunus ibn Ubayd ibn Dinar 

Abdi Basrisij^iiis-^j . His kunyah was Abu Abdullah «Jsm»w-j . He 
was an ascetic, a hafiz and a trustworthy person. Who benefitted 
from the company of Hasan Basri *_u jji suj-j. He was a draper. His 
righteousness and asceticism were unmatched. He made istighfar 
very often. He supported truth whenever he found it. When the 
battle was tense and the army took his name, help came to them. 

He was very humble and did not like to be praised. He had 
killed the ego of his soul. When someone praised him once, he 
lowered himself by saying, "1 can enumerate a hundred kinds of 
piety not one of which can 1 find in myself". 

His advice : 

Someone sought his advice once and he said, "Keep in mind 
three things from me" : 

(i) None of you must go to the king (not even to recite 
theQuran to him). 

(ii) None of you must sit alone with a woman, not even 
tohave her memorise the Quran, and 

(iii) None of you must surrender his ear to those who pursue 
their desires. 

Wise words : 

He used his tongue to encourage the people to seek lawful 
livelihood. He said, "Of the two dirhams, keep away from one till 
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you can do without it, and take it when you need it. It is the 
second dirham in which Allah has placed you right, so pay it". He 
said, "There are two characteristics which if a person rectifies then 
the other's are perfected by themselves. They are his salah and his 
tongue". 

Taqwa and zuhd : 

Yunus ibn Ubayd was a paragon of taqwa and zuhd. 

He said, "A person's taqwa is known through his speech". 

He was a cloth merchant. When a customer asked for a cloth, 
his slave brought a roll of cloth and, while he unfolded it, he 
tapped it with his hand and recited( j-^^. «Li ls _l_*> may Allah 
bless Muhammad #). Yunus^ £j\ was overcome with a sense 
of taqwa and refused to sell that roll of cloth, lest his slave had 
recited the salah O to praise the material. 

Yunus «JUn3i once offered to sell a sheep, but described its 
defects a forehand. He said, "It throws aside its hay and breaks 
off its tether-pin". 

Intermediary for prayer : 

A man from Shaam came to his shop and asked him if he 
had a particular kind of cloth worth four hundred dirhams. He 
said, "No, but I have the kind that is for two hundred dirhams". 
Before they could pursue their deal, the adhan was called and 
Yunus«-^-t «3* >-j went for the salah. When he returned, he found 
many dirhams lying there. His nephew told him that he had sold 
the cloth for four hundred dirhams. Yunus* — i-nDn^j said to the 
buyer from Shaam, "I had told you that this cloth is worth two 
hundred dirhams. If you wish, you may take it and the balance of 
your two hundred dirhams, or you may return it and collect your 
four hundred dirhams". The buyer asked in astonishment, "Who 
are you?" He said, "I am a Muslim". He said, "I adjure by Allah, 
tell me who are you? What is your name? He said, "I am Yunus 
ibn Ubayd". The man from Shaam was delighted. His face shone 
with happiness. He said, "By Allah, when we are among the 
enemies and fighting is close and severe, we pray : "O Allah, O 
Lord of Yunus ibn Ubayd «4* ji , make it easy for us. Indeed, 
then things become easy". 



O The word salah also means, to invocate blessing on the Prophets^, 
known in Urdu and Pension as durud. 
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Final moments : 

Yunus ibn Ubayd* — fell ill and was bed-ridden. He 
had visitors, among them Ayyub Sakhtiyani ■<- 5 U iA © who said 
to him, "There is no good in life after you". Then Yunus *--U «2i i^-j 
looked at his feet and wept, saying, "My feet could not gather 
dust in Allah's path". (He meant that he could not take part in 
jihad). 

He said, "If anyone that he might go to hell then he is 
deceiving himself. He regards himself outside Allah's decree". 

Death : 

Yunus ibn Ubayd^Oi^j died in 139 AH. 



O There seems lo he some confusion here, perhaps in dates, for Ayyub 
• — -_i^Ji5-_^j died in 131 AH according to a prevoius narration on him in 
this book. 



Salamah ibn Dinar up-Jjh^, 



(d 140 AH, 757 CE) 

He had the majesty of the kings and the responsibilities of 
the ulama. 

When he saw a fruit, he said, 'Be patient. My promise is to 
meet you in Paradise'. 

& His wisdom was bright and clear like the sun. 

An immortal name : 

His name is placed among the immortals. He was Abu 
I la/im, Salamah ibn Dinar Madani, Makhzumi«-j-*Oii^j. He was 
Persian by birth. He was an ascetic, humble, God-fearing man. 
1 lis mother was a Roman. He was afflicted by such defects as 
erysieplas, hunchback, squint eyes and lameness. 

He was unique in his times. He was a suckling child in the 
limes of the Sahabah . As he grew up he joined different 

circles of knowledge and plunged into the field of zuhd and 
taqwa. He avoided fame and hid behind the curtain of humility. 
I le spent the nights in prayer. He saw the world as deceptive and 
death as a small thing. I lis sermons were full of wise words. He 
was goodness personified. 

Tributes : 

Abdur Rahaman ibn Zayd 0> said, "Wisdom was closer 
to him than to any other". Awiw^'^j said, "No one derided the 
world as this lame man did". 

Ibn Khuzaymah <& <u^-< said that he had no match in his 
limes. 

Whenever Abu Hazim Salamah ibn Dinar-o* <ii> passed by 
a fruit, he said, "You have my promise to meet you in Paradise". 

He said about his property, "My property is my trust in 
Allah and despair of what the people possess". 
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He advised the people to conceal their piety more strongly 
than they concealed their sins. He also said, "Give up every deed 
because of which you dislike death. Then you need not worry 
wherever you die". 

He wept in the mosque and wiped his tears on his face, 
saying, "I have learnt that if tears because of fear of Allah drop 
anywhere on the body then that portion of the body will not be 
touched by hell-fire". 

Faith in destiny : 

He encouraged the people to have faith in their provision, 
saying, "I have seen two things in this world, one of which is for 
me and the other for the other people. As for that which is for 
them, I may do all in my power, I will not get what is theirs. Their 
share of provision will be stopped from me as mine is from 
them". 

Salamah ibn Dinar ji asked, "What is Iblis? If you do 
not obey him then he cannot harm you and if you obey him then 
he cannot give you any advantage". He also said, "You do see that 
your Lord bestows on you bounties without breaks, yet you 
disobey Him. So do fear Him". 

Memorable meeting with Sulayman : 

Once Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik-uXt. 4U i^j came to Madinah 
durings the days of the pilgrimage. He made enquiries if there 
was anyone who had seen the sahabah jji . He was told of 
Salamah ibn Dinar 5— and he summoned Salamah 4*«ftn»-*j 
and when he came he complained, "O Abu Hazim why are you 
unfatithful to me?" Salamah «-U & <u*-j posed a rejoinder, "O Amir 
ul-muminin, how do you describe me as unfaithful?" He said, 
"Great people came to meet me but not you". Salamah ^J-c & 
said, "Before today, you did not know me nor had I seen you, so 
how am I unfatithful?" Sulayman *_Xp4]i5— looked at zuhri and 
said, "The shaykh is right. 1 am wrong". 

Then Sulayman^u asked, "O Abu Hazim, why do we 

dislike death?" He said, "You have inhabited the earth and 
beautified it, and ruined the hereafter and made it desolated. So 
now you dislike to go from habitation to wilderness". The 
khalifah agreed with him, and asked, "How will we be presented 
before Allah". He said, "Those who are kind will be presented like 
one who had gone far away returns to his family. And those who 
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are bad will be presented like the runaway slave who is nabbed 
and brought to his master". This made Sulayman weep much he 
began to sob. 

He then asked, "O Abu Hazim, who is the most intelligent of 
all people?" He said, "He who obays Allah and abides by it, and 
guides other people to it". Next, he asked, "Who is most foolish of 
all people?" He said, "One who displays anger at his brother's 
desire and he is an oppressor. Thus, he sells the hereafter for the 
present world". 

Sulayman «_,L* 4!i asked him if he would take up his 
company, so that he could benefit from him and Sulayman 
from Salamah. He said, "Not at all!" Sulayman asked, 
"Why?" Salamah *Jm said, "I am afraid that if I lean towards 

you even a little then Allah give me a twofold punishment in life 
and a twofold in death and no one will help me". Sulayman 
Jjis^j said, "O Abu Hazim, let me know, what do you need?" 
Salamah jji s-^-j said, "Get me admitted to Paradise and keep me 
out of hell". Sulayman ^ said, "I have no power over that". 
Salamah u*<IJis^j said, "I have no need besides this". 

Advice to Khalifah Hisham : 

When Hisham ibn Abdul Malik *2i w-j came to Madinah, 
he summoned Abu Hazim«_--*C and asked him to give him 
some instructions. He advised him, "Fear Allah and observed 
abstinence in the world, because reckoning is called out for the 
lawful and punishment is given for the unlawful". 

As amir summoned Abu Hazim<uit.u!i;u^,>. There already were 
some ulama like Ifriqi and Zuhri 4)i . The amir asked Abu 
Hazim <_J_*<Oiu_^j to say something. He said, "The best amir are 
they who love the ulama and the worst ulama are they who love 
the amirs". One of the rulers asked Salamah to name his needs. He 
said, "Let that alone, for, before coming to you I have made that 
known to Allah. If He gives me I will show gratitude and if He 
does not give me then I will remain pleased". 

Death : 

He died in 140 AH. Some hold, however, that he died later 
than that. 



AtaSulaymi ^^i—j 

(d 140 AH, 757 CE) 

it Fear compelled him to righteousness. 

it His mild heart was accustomed to tears. 

tV His tears took away his eye-sight. 

it His lips did not smile for forty years. 

Whenever he received an admonition, he swooned. His 
coun- tenance disclosed that he was not a man of the world. He 
was Ata Sulaymi m Basri, a very pious man, a young tabi'i 
who was great in rank. He had seen Anas ibn Maalik 4» and 
heard hadith from Hasan Basri «_u j* , but kept himself away 
from narrating hadith. Fear of Allah had made him lack interest 
in food and drink, and because of fear, he did not pray to Allah 
for Paradise, but prayed for forgiveness. It is said that, because of 
fear, he could not get up from his bed for forty years and he 
performed ablution on his bed. Everyday he examined his body 
lest it was metamorphosed. 

Fear of Allah : 

Nu'aym ibn Muwarri «_j-*<& -j said that when they visited 
Ata «-,u u. they found him repeating, "Would that his mother 
had not given birth to Ata!" He did that till sunset. 

Normally, he made this supplication in a very beseeching 
manner, "O Allah, have mercy on me for my strangeness in the 
world. Have mercy on me for my falling down at death. Have 
mercy on me when I stand before you". 

Fear had made him forget the Qur'an so that he was restless 
and shouted, "Find out for me a hadith condoning his (forget- 
fullness) so there me some alleviation of my condition". 

Salih Mahriy lent support to his friend, Ata and 

said to him in a loud voice that the devil was deceiving him. He 
said, "Drink something invigorting that you might be able to 
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perform ablution and offer the salah". He gave him three dirham 
to buy and drink a beverage of barley every day. But, he had that 
only for a day or two and said, "When I think of hell, I cannot eat 
or drink anything". 

Ata Sulaymi fa ^ took a handful of water from a vessel 
and washed the limbs on which ablution is performed. One day, 
as he was doing that, he began to tremble and wept very much so 
much so that he turned pale. He said to those who worried over 
this condition, "I wish that my account is taken before the day of 
resurrection and I am made to stand before Allah before that 
day". 

Fear of chastisement in hell : 

Ala OU) ibn Muhammad ^ fa ^ visited Ata ^ fa ^ one 
day, and found him unconscious. He asked Ata's wife, Umm 
Ja'far \^l*&u~~.j , "What has happened to Ata?" She said, "Our 
neighbour had heated the oven and he peeped into it and 
swooned. 

Sarrar ibn Ubaydah ^fa^ visited Ata Sulaymi ^j,^ 
His wife requested Sarrar to advice him against weeping too 
much. When Sarrar ^Aw, advised him to weep much, he said, 
"When 1 imagine people being punished in hell, I picture myself 
in their place and wonder how my hands would be tied behind 
my neck, and how the fire will rage. May Allah be good to you, O 
Sarrar!" 

One day Ata *_^>A met a man who had returned from 
Hasan Basri He asked him, "What did Hasan say?" The 

man said that the saint said, "The world is a conveyance for a 
believer to go to his Lord. The believer rides it to Him. So, keep 
your conveyance in good order". Tears rolled down Ata's 
eyes and he shivered till he fell down unconscious. 

Death : 

Ata Sulaymi died in 140 AH. 



Sulayman Taymi up^i*^, 

(d 143 AH, 760, CE) 

■tfr He was ,i star among the ascetics, 
•ft An angel among earthly angels. 

He brightened his heart with the light of obedience. 

He performed deeds which took him away from sins and 
near Allah. He was Sulayman ibn Tarkhan Taymi Basri, Abu 
Mu tamar. He was the shaykh of Islam, a righteous man. When he 
stayed among the Banu Taym, was known as Taymi. He worked 
hard to keep up his worship. He was a man of wonders who 
never slept on a bed. He was a muhaddith but did not narrate 
more than five ahadith to any Shaykh and never narrated hadith 
to the Qadariyah whom he did not like. 

Zuhd : 

His sayings concerning zuhd put the listeners under a spell, 
whose eyes shed tears on listening to him. He urged people to 
shun sins, saying, "If anyone commits-sin then he finds himself 
disgraced. Piety is light of the heart and strength for deeds while 
evil is darkness of the heart and weakness for deeds". He spent 
his life fearing Allah and being modest to Him. Yahya ibn Sa'eed 
fa i^-j said that he had not come across anyone more fearful of 
Allah then Sulayman Taymi . 

Shu'bah - — -L-^'Ju—^j said that he had not seen anyone more 
truthfull than him. When he narrated a hadith, he traced its line 
of transmission up to the Prophet $t and he was overcome 
by fear and his face had the sign of that. 

His worship : 

His worship was a tough exercise through vigorous details. 
History resounds with it to-date. His son said, "For forty years, 
my father fasted every alternate day and offered the salah of fajr 
with the ablution that he had made for isha". 



Kahmas ibn Hasan Qaysa 

(s 149 AH, 766 CE) 

tit He punished himself for cleaning his hands on the 
neighbour's wall without permission. 

•& Moulded himself in taqwa. 

■fr His tongue was conditioned with faith and musk and he 
urged people to be mild. 

He wrote down his life story with the pen of taqwa, the ink 
of zuhd and the words of light, with service to parents on fresh 
papers. He was Kahmas ibn Hasan Qaysa Tamimi Hanafi, Basri. 
He was a very righteous, trustworthy man of Basra. His 
enchanting words made a deep impression on hearts and made 
them compassionate. 

His occupation was to knead clay and his wages were two 
daniq. He bought fruit and somethig else for his mother from his 
wages. He looked after his mother very diligently all her life. 

He showed gratitude for cool water and shed tears for that. 
He offfered one thousand raka'at in a day and night. When this 
fatigued him, he took himself to task, saying, "O refuge of all sins, 
I will never be pleased with you for Allah's sake". 

Forty years for a sin : 

One day Kahmas *j*jl*wj complained to Abu Salamah 4>v»-j 
*4-^ about his sins. He said, "I have committed a sin for which I am 
weeping for forty years". Abu Salamah «^u<l>u»j was astonished 
and asked, "Abu Abdullah, what can you have committed to 
warrant this punishment". He said, "My brother came to me once 
and I bought fish for a dinar". When he had eaten it, I took a lump 
of mud from my neighbour's wall that he may clean his hands 
with it. It is for this that I weep for forty years because I had 
picked that up without my neighbours knowledge". 

Zuhd : 

Once he dropped a dinar on a thoroughfare. He began to 
look for it and though he found it, he asked himself whether it 
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Wonders : 

Once he borrowed a leather coat from his friend. This friend 
confirmed that ever since he returned the coat, it continued to 
give out the fragrance of musk for a long time. 

fhn Salamah ^^O'i^jsaid thatSulayman Ci\ did not 
rest his side on the earth for twenty years. In fact, he had sold his 
life to Allah to earn nearness to Him. He was sure to give charity 
every now and then and if he was unable to do it, he offered two 
raka'al salah. 

Hammad ibn Salamah i^-sl) 1 w-j said, "Whenever we came to 
Sulayman at the time of worship we found him obedient, offering 
the salah at its lime, making ablution, engaged in some form of 
worship, following a funeral or sitting in the mosque counting the 
tasbih". 

Fear of sins had driven out desires from his heart. He had 
bound himself to make istighfar. He was in debt and continued to 
make istighfar. When someone suggested that he should pray to 
Allah for the repayment of debt, he said, "If forgives my sins, He 
will also repay my debt". 

Sulayman Taymi •«? neither owned large houses nor 
amassed the worldly possessions. One day, his house crumbled 
down. Someone suggested that he should rebuild it. He said, "The 
matter that is more urgent concerns death may be tommorrow. 
He pitched a tent and resided in it for the rest of his life". 

Final moments : 

Sulayman Taymi - — ^-e^w^-j fell ill and was bed-ridden. He 
wept so much that his garments became wet. He assured his 
visitors that he was not scared of death. He said, "Once, I had 
offered salaam to a man of the Qadriyah sect. This is what I fear : 
Allah may call me to recken for it". He called his son in a feeble 
voice, "O Mu'tamer, narrate to me a hadith that condones and 
makes easy so that 1 may meet Allah with a good hope". 

Death : 

Sulayman Taymi ^»4lwj died in Dhul Qadah in 143 AH, in 
Basra. 
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was his own or somebody else's. So he left it and returned. It was 
taqwa prompted him to do it. 

Kind treatment to mother : 

Kahmas *^>'<ik»j found a scorpion in his house one day. He 
tried to kill it, but it fled into its hole. He put his hand inside to 
catch it, but the scorpion stung him. Someone wondered why he 
had done such a thing. He said, "I was afraid that it might sting 
my mother". 

Amr ibn Ubayd « — ju-^u-*^ used to visit him every evening 
with his colleagues. His mother said to Kahmas w-^ii'*-^,>, "I do 
not like that these people should come to you. They do not seem 
to be good people to me". Thus when they came, he told them 
that his mother did not like them and they must not visit him 
anymore. 

Wonders : 

Kahmas Jii was a man of wonders. His blessing could 
be felt every where, high or low, close or afar. People could 
recognise it. 

Once he bought flour for a dinar. He had his bread from it 
for a very long time, When it was weighed it was exactly the 
same weight as before use! 

Death : 

He died in 149 AH in Makkah. 



AbuHanifahNu'man ^ajii^j 

(d 150 AH, 767 CE) 

t^t All the jurists depended on him for fiqh. 

it He was the imam of fiqh, and the school of taqwa. 

it He was the first to uncover fiqh and pick out its salient 
points. 

He swam in the occeans of knowledge and battled against 
the waves of religious issues, nose-diving deep inside to pick up 
the gems of fiqh. He was Nu'man ibn Thabit , Kufi one of 

the four imams. He was born during the life time of the junior 
Sahabah r^-* Oi fc j . His heart was bright with a craving for 
knowledge. He travelled for that and met every learned man in 
every land. Thus, he was perfect in fiqh. 

He was very handsome and had a shining face. He had a 
sweet tongue, was of an average height. He was a cloth merchant 
and acquired knowledge till he devoted himself to teaching. He 
had covenanted with himself that if he took an oath during a 
conversation then he would give a sadaqah of a dinar. 

Tributes: 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak «— m JJ< -•~-^ J said that when he went to 
Kufah, he asked about the greatest faqih and was told, "He is Abu 
Hanifah". He got the same answer when he asked about the 
greatest ascetic and the most God-fearing man. 

Yazid ibn Harun - — ^ «& ±. — said, "I have not come across 
anyone wiser, more excellent and more righteous than Abu 
Hanifahv-nii' 

Ibn Mubarak*^ said to Sufyan Thawri aJ* -On that no 
one abstained from backbiting as Abu Hanifah *—^-is\i^j did 
because he refrained from talking about the enemies two in 
an adverse manner: Sufyan Thawri «_ r U'<Dn-^.> said, Abu Hanifah 
was more conscious not to let anyone take away his 
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pious deeds". {If he backbfted anyone, his pious deeds would be 
given to him). Imam Shati'i > — said that people are 
dependent on Abu Hanifah w.j in Fiqh. 

Zuhd : 

Abu Hanifah- — -. had adopted great taqwa through 
which he came to the path of the noble sahabah ^iji^j . 

Hafs ibn Abdur Rahman * «5« w-.> was a partner in a branch 
of his business and he used to send him on busniess, with some 
cloth. Once, he sent him and pointed out to him the defects in the 
merchandise with instructions to disclose them to the buyers 
beforehand. Hafs < — <;—-.■ sold the merchandise but forgot to 
disclose the defects. Since the buyers were unknown, Abu 
Hanifah ^iw-j gave away the proceeds in sadaqah. 

Fear of the hereafter : 

Fear had grown in his heart. When he recited the Quran 
whether outside or inside the salah of tahajjud, he sobbed and 
that sound had a great inhence on the hearts of the listeners. 
Sometimes, he recited only this verse all night : 

* Pj &l!J» j fJ^y> J? " 

(11^,1:^1) 

Nay, the Hour is their promised tryst, and the Hour is most 
calamitous and bitter. (54 : 46) 

He wept like a mother who was separated from her son, till 
it was morning. 

One day he was reciting the Quran till he came to surah 
az-Zizal. Here, he began to shiver and his forehead had beads of 
perspiration because of fear. He held his beard and his eyes 
narrowed down because of humility. He said in a soft murmur, 
"O you who will reward an atom's weight of good, with good, 
protect your slave Nu'man from the fire. Put a distance 

between him and the fire and embrace him in Your wide mercy, 
O the Most Merciful of those who are Merciful". 

Abdur Razzaq^-t -ii said, "When I looked at the face of 
Abu Hanifah, I could see traces of weeping in his eyes and on his 
cheeks. 
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Abu Hanifah- — >-,- was very tolerant. He welcomed 

:ounsel but disliked praise. One day, a man shouted, "Fear 
\llah". He panicked like a fearful sparrow and became pale. He 
gathered his breath to say to him, "May Allah reward you". 

Generosity : 

His generosity and spending were known everywhere from 
?ast to west. In fact, his life was synonynous with generosity. He 
?ave sadaqah to the needy as much as he spent on his family. 
When he wore a new garment, he gave clothes of like value to the 
poor. 

Sahl ibn Muzahim «i» Oi w-j said, "When we went to him, we 
found there only a coarse mat". 

Abu Hanifah > ^On. — *j matched his generosity with his 

worship. He fasted by day and engaged in worship by night. He 
recited the Quran constantly and made istighfar morning and 
evening. 

Humility : 

Once, on seeing him, people whispered to themselves about 
him. Someone's whisper carried over to him when he 
commented, "Look at him. He does not sleep in the night". On 
hearing this, he said to himself, 'This is how I am in their sights 
though I am not so in the sight of Allah. Hence, from today, they 
will not say of me what I do not do, so from today I will not rest 
on my bed. Accordingly, from that night, he stood in prayer all 
through the night. For forty years, he offered the salah of fajr with 
the ablution he had made for isha. He was so lean because of it 
that people called him a 'grounded pole'. He would recite the 
entire Quran in one raka'ah. 

Nothing to do with riders : 

The time did come when kings and rulers opened their 
treasures for the ulama. They would get everything they needed 
for unimagined sources. But, Abu Hanifah « — jL*.#i^-»-j protected 
himself and his scholarly status from this disgrace. He refrained 
from chasing such an earning. 

Once khalifah Mansur-— ^^u^; invited him and gave him 
great respect. When he took leave, Mansur offered him a hefty 
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purse of thirty thousand dinars. Abu Hanifah<-J^j)ii^j gave him 
the answer of a righteous scholar, "O Amir ul-muminin, I am a 
stranger in Baghdad and will not be able to protect this purse 
here. So, deposit it in the state Treasury for me. When I need it, I 
will request you to give it to me". The days passed quickly and 
Abu Hanifah a^i'n^-j completed his span of life and died. After 
his death, it came to light that trusts of many people were placed 
with him and they valued more than what the khalifah had 
offered to him. When he learnt of it, Mansur remarked, "May 
Allah have mercy on Abu Hanifah- — j_& ! He kept us in the 

dark and refused to take anything from us, though his refused 
was couched in a very dignified, scholarly style". 

Refusal to accept office : 

The same khalifah Mansur summoned him and offered him 
the post of a judge, but Abu Hanifah «_u.j)i;u_^j declined to accept 
it. The khalifah was displeased and said, "Do you disagree with 
us?" Abu Hanifah said, I am not qualified for it". Mansur 

said, "You lie!" He said, "The amir ul-muminin has decided for 
himself that I am incapable for the post, because, if I lie then I am 
unworthy of it. And if I am true then I have asserted that I am 
not qualified". 

However, Mansur swore that he would compel Abu 
Hanifah j to accept the post. Imam Abu Hanifah *J*j)ii^j 

also swore that he would not accept it. The khalifah's doorkeeper, 
Rabi jiis-^j, rebuked Abu Hanifah «_JLniji s-j-j forswearing 
against the khalifah. He said, "But the amir ul-muminin is more 
empowered over his oath than I am". Indeed, the khalifah 
punished Abu Hanifah- — ±-t.&x^-j and put him under arrest in 
Baghdad. 

Death : 

Abu Hanifa & died in prison in the year 150 AH. 



Abdullah ibn Awn 

(d 151 AH, 768 CE) 

"fr He won the hearts of the people through his zuhd and 
steadfastness. 

"sir He gave charity in the darkness of the night. 

Once he committed the mistake of speaking to his mother in 
a raised voice. As a result, he set free two slaves towards 
atonement. He was a righteous, God-fearing man. He was 
Abdullah ibn Awn Madani «J* & >-j , the shaykh of Basra and the 
scholar of hadith. 

He kept to himself and did not mingle with other people. 
There was r.o one in Iraqi as learned as him about the sunnah. He 
was trustworthy in everything. He took part in battles as a 
cavalier. He would remain occupied on his prayer rug after the 
salah of fajr in remembering Allah till the sun hud risen 
sufficiently when he offered the duha. After that he turned to this 
people. He never reviled anyone-not even a slave or an animal. 
He fasted on alternate days throughout his life and when he 
showed kindness to anyone, he did it in secret. He never took an 
oath anything, right or wrong. 

Qurrah ibn Khalid u# w-; said, "We were wonderstruck at 
the piety of Ibn Sirin but Ibn Awn made us forget that". Abdullah 
ibn Mubarak & said that Ibn Awn jli rose to his rank 
because of his steadfastness. 

Zuhd : 

Yahya Qattan - — ^* •&« ^ said that Ibn Awn was a leader of 
people more because of the purity of his tongue than his giving 
up the world. 

He never scolded anyone. When he was angry, he checked 

himself and only said : «H lij' ■ (May Allah bestow blessing on 

you). When he said this to a slave, he shrieked, "I have pierced the 
eye of the she-camel and you call for blessings on me!" He 



Hassan ibn Abu Sinan 

(d 151 AH, 768 CE) 

■fr He observed fasting for a year only because he asked 
himself when the room was built. 

"fr Righcousness made him lvse his sight. 

if He swam in the ocean of fighting. 

He was Hassan ibn Abu Sinan Basri - — , a very 
righteous worshipper. He used to write Arabic, Persian and 
Hebrew. He narrated very much from Hasan Basri «—U and 
Thabit Bunani «—U <I)t , but when he devoted to much worship, 
he ceased to transmit hadith. 

He said, "Taqwa is very easy. When I am in doubt, I give it 

up". 

One day he passed by a room that was built to a side. He 
wondered how ancient the room was. On the very spot, he 
checked himself for putting meaningless questions and resolved 
to undergo punishment by fasting for a year. 

Nothing easier than taqwa : 

Yunus ibn Ubayd «_u «B s~^j and Hassan ibn Sinan «_u «S 
were together in an assembly for remembering Allah. Yunus said 
that he had not found anything more difficult than taqwa, but 
Hassan said that he had not found anything easier than taqwa, 
because he gave up that which put him in doubt for what did not 
raise doubt. In this way he found comfort. 

Hassan once returned home after the salah of eed. His wife 
commented, "Today I saw many beautiful women", and she went 
on to describe her sight at length. But, Hassan interrupted her and 
said, "I too went out of the house and came back but I saw 
nothing beyond my thumb". 

He used to go to the assemblies of Maalik ibn Dinar «3* u*j , 
whose words impressed him much and he began to weep. 
His tears made him wet and he could not hear Maalik ibn 
Dinar «^e4jtv*-j anymore. 
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repeated his words and said, ' You are free, for Allah's sake". 

Muadh ibn Mu'adh »_ •■^—~ J said that he had not seen 
anyone like Ibn Awn « — ^C i^^j who had high hope for the 
Muslims. If defects or shortcomings of anyone were mentioned in 
his presence, he would remark, "Allah, the Exalted, is very 
Merciful". 

Kharijah ibn Mus'ab - — said, "1 had been in the 
company of Ibn Awn for twenty four years. But, I do not think 
that the angels ever wrote down any sin against him". 

A man was very rude to Ibn Awn *_,u4»u_^j and spoke very 
harshly. He Said politely and modestly, "If everything was not 
recorded then 1 would have spoken all that I know about this". 

Mercy for the Muslims : 

Abdullah ibn Awn possessed some shops that he 

rented out, but not to Muslims. He said, "At the end of every 
month, the payment of rent worries the tenant and I do not wish 
to cause worry to Muslim". 

Death : 

Ibn Awn mO^j was sick and bed-ridden. He became very 
weak and suffered tremendous pain in his body, but never even 
uttered "Ouch!" He was more patient than thought to be. He died 
in 151 AH. 
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Generosity : 

Hassan «Di -*^->-j gave much charity. He said, "If there were 
no needy people then I would not engage in business. He was a 
trader of Basra and had a partner in Ahwaz. They met at the end 
of every year and settled their accounts. Hassan would take out 
as much as he needed for maintenance and give away the rest in 
charity. Once someone chided him for ignoring the needs of his 
family. He became sad and said, "Why did you not tell me 
beforehand?" He borrowed three hundred dirhams and remitted 
them to his family. 

Worship : 

His wife said about his worship that as soon as night 
covered everything with its darkness, he slept on her bed and 
lovingly coaxed her to sleep just as a mother puts her child to 
sleep. When he was certain that she had gone to sleep, he would 
arise and offer the salah. One day, she said to him, "O Abu 
Abdullah, why do you hurt yourself to such an extent? Be mild to 
yourself". His eyes were watery and he said, "Say no more! Soon I 
will sleep a long sleep and not awake for a long time. 

He was also given to fasting. He broke his fast with a piece 
of flat bread and began it (at pre-dawn) with another. Naturally, 
he became very weak and looked like an image. 

Final moments : 

Hassan ibn Abu Sinan *— is. jji u-^-j fell ill and lied on his bed. 
His friends visited him and enquired about his health. He said, "I 
am well if I get away from the Fire". When asked if he had a 
desire, he said, "I wish for a night whose two ends, the morning 
and evening are far apart and I am alive". 

When he was being given a bath after his death, his friends 
were astounded and wept on finding him a mere skeleton like a 
black thread. 

Death : 

Hassan ibn Abu Sinan «J* «Bi died around 151 AH 



Wuhayb ibn Ward Up-Ojij^j 

(d 153 AH, 770 CE) 

"fa He swore that he would never laugh. 

it He was an expert in healing hearts. 

~k His food was pure and Allah raised his rank for that. 

He was an ascetic, righteous and Godfearing, saintly and a 
wise man of Makkah. He was Wuhayb ibn Ward ibn Abu Ward 
Makhzumi 4li <^~j . It is said that his name was Abdul Wahhab, 
but later shortened to Wuhayb. He was a contemporary of Thawri 
a* tilt and Ibrahim ibn Adham U* «Ui k^j . He was God- fearing 
at heart and ate only pure food. He had promised to Allah not to 
laugh till he saw his place in the hereafter. 

Bishr ibn Harith «-> <B said, "There are four people whom 
Allah raised in rank because of the pure food they ate. Wuhayb is 
one of them". 

Sufyan Thawri used to give lessons in hadith in the . 

Masjid Haram. When that was oyer, he would say, "Come to the 
tayyib (pure)". He meant Wuhayb. 

In his eyes, the world was a conveyance. So he never busied 
himself in it and never wasted his time here. When he was asked 
concerning zuhd, he said, "Zuhd is not to be sad at what goes out 
of one's hands and not to be happy at what one acquires" (in the 
world). 

Wuhayb * J— <• k. — «-j said, "If a believer dislikes the world 

because Allah is disobeyed here then he has the right to dislike 
the world". 

Aloofness : 

Wuhayb was inclined to solitude and not involving 

himself with other people. He said, "I spent fifty years with the 
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A Hundred Ascetics & Their Chief Muhammad jj£ 276 

people but during this period, I did not meet anyone who forgave 
me my mistake, or joined ties of relationship if I severed it, or 
concealed my defect, or left me in peace if he was angry. 
Therefore, it is very foolish to meet such people. 

Some in private and public : 

His life in private and in public were the same. He told the 
people that they should observe Allah's limits both in private and 
in public. "Let it not be that in public you revile Iblis but in 
private be friendly with him". 

He said that disobedience to Allah is an ill omen that takes 
away the sweetness of worship and the feeling of nearness to 
Allah. 

He said to Abdullah ibn Mubarak <—is- <& s~_=-j when he asked 
him, "The disobedient cannot find the savour of worship, neither 
can he who intends to disobey Allah". 

Kind and rank of taqwa : 

Taqwa made a home in his heart. His heart accepted only 
lawful food. He said. "If you stand in salah like a pillar then it is 
of no profit unless you examine what you eat. Is it lawful or 
unlawful?" 

Taqwa was so ingrained in him that he did not draw water 
from the well of zamzam but with a bucket of his own. 

Matchless fear of Allah : 

One day, in a circle of learning, ahadith were narrated and 
the participants included Fudayl ibn Iyad <Js->ti\*^-j , Wuhayb ibn 
Ward 4-U s^-j and Abdullah ibn Mubarak <J-c.4ir^j . Suddenly, 
fresh, soft dates were mentioned. Wuhayb «_L*ii)i<^j asked on the 
spur of the moment, "Are soft dates available in the market?" 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak < J — <■ «2i ^ — ~j exclaimed, "May Allah be 

merciful to you. They are about to disappear from the market". 
(The season is over). "Have you not eaten them as yet?" Wuhayb 

jjis^j answered in the negative. He asked, "Why?" He said, "I 
have learnt that these gardens in Makkah are cultivated on lands 
transferred to people's names by the rulers unofficially. So, I do 
not like soft dates". Abdullah ibn Mubarak aJp^ij^j retorted, "Are 
we not buying them from the market easily? Do all the dates 
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come from these gardens you mention? There are dates from 
Egypt and elsewhere. 1 don't think you can do without Egyptian 

dates". These many words caused Wuhayb • j_^ijia_^j to swoon. 

Fudayul «J* «fo chided Ibn Mubarak s^j for thus speaking 
to him, and he said, "I did not know that he has been gifted with 
this kind of fear. "When he recovered, Wuhayb *-u jis^, said, "O 
Ibn Mubarak, don't tell me of these concessions. By Allah, I will 
eat dates only as though a person in dire need is compelled to eat 
carrion". It was this kind of abstinence that weakened him and 
made his body lean. 

More on fear of Allah : 

The adhan for the salah of asr was called and Abu Salih 
Jadhi 41i entered the mosque. He stood next to Wuhayb ibn 
Ward jjii^j . When the salah, was over, he heard Wudhayb 
« — A—c aUi k. — pray, "O Allah, forgive me my shortcomings in the 
salah". Abu Salih <lJi i^., said, "He prayed as though he had 
committed a grave sin for which he sought forgiveness". 

Death : 

Wuhayb & ^ died in Makkah in 153 AH. 

i 



Awza'i -Op-dm^, 

(d 157 AH, 774 CE) 

•sir His death closed a chapter of learning. 

"sir His speech was more fear-inspiring than a king's sword. 

"it He was a scholar in the world and a shahid in the heavens. 

The world come to him adorned but he looked the other 
way. He regarded the world as a mirage and a temporay 
lodging. He was Imam Abdur Rahman ibn Amr al-Awza'i & «— 
* — J — » . He belonged to the tribe Awza'i was the imam of fiqh and 
zuhd in Shaam. He was born there in Ba'labak but took up 
residence in Beirut. 

He was unique in his times, and the imam, too. He cared 
nothing for the censure of those who blamed him for observing 
Allah's commands. He turned down the offer of the post of judge. 
He was glorious and his command was more honoured than a 
king's. He was much learned. 

Bishr ibn Wahid <J* jji said that he was very humble and 
as though humility had made him blind. 

Abbas ibn Wahid - — J— * jji a—^-j said that the kings were 
compelled to model their children to the manners of Imam 
Awza'i «Bu**-j . 

He said to a man asked him that khushu (humbleness) was 
to lower the eyes bow down the shoulders and soften the heart, 
meaning fear and grief. 

He abserved zuhd in the world and refrained from hoarding 
wealth. It is said that when he died, he left behind only six dinar. 

His taqwa : 

He had imposed on himself silence. He said that security lies 
in ten portions, nine of which are silence and the remaining is to 
flee the people. He had two weapons : taqwa and his word that 
the rulers respected. 
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A Christian once persented him a jar of honey and requested 
him to write a letter of recommendation to the governor of 
Ba'Iabak. Awza'i « , , i u. -»m said to him in an authoritative voice, 
"Take the jar away. And also the letter that I write for you". He 
wrote the letter of recommendation and the governor deducted 
thirty dinar's from his annual stipend. 

Ranking among the pious : 

The common people and the pious loved Imam Awza'i 

« x_p 4ti *. — *- } . When he went to perform the hajj, Sufyan Thawri 

welcomed him at the borders. He took the rein of the camel and 
took it aside from the caravan. He put the rein round his neck and 
moved ahead. When they came across a crowd of people, he 
called out. "Make way for the Shaykh". 

Awza'i til) «— was pious and saintly. He worshipped Allah 
in the right and urged the people to follow suit. He said, "One 
who keeps awake long in the night standing (in salah) will find it 
easy to stand on the day of resurrection". He offered the salah of 
fajr and to none but occupied himself in tahlil and tasbih till 
sunrise. 

Advice to Abu J a' far Mansur : 

Khalifah Abu Ja'far Mansur >-J-s. 4n j— j-j invited him to profer 
him some advice. Awza'i ■u^-^^j said, "O Amir ul-Mu'minin , if 
anyone receives an advice about religion from Allah then it is 
indeed sent by Allah. If he accepts it with gratitude (and abides 
by it) then it is okey, otherwise it will be an evidence against him 
from Allah and his sin will be magnified". He went on to say, "O 
Amir-ul-muinin, if the sovereignty of those before you was 
perpetual then you would not have had it. So, it is not going to 
remain in your hands for ever". And, he said, "O Amir 
ul-Mu'minin, if anyone earns honour through abedience to Allah 
then Allah grants him high rank. But he, who attempts to get 
through disobedience to Allah, is disgraced by Him and lowered 
in rank. This is my only advice to you. Wassalaam u alayk (and 
peace be to you)". . 

Who shed tears : 

He got tears in his eyes very soon and his heart was full of 
fear and remembrance of death. His mother saw him offer the 
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salah and, when he was gone, she examined the place of his 
prostration and found it wet. 

Once he met his students and looked intently at their faces. 
Then he said in a loud voice, "He who remembers death often 
finds a little (provision) enough". 

Death : 

Imam Awza'i - — juJ^ died in Beirut in 157 AH. He had 
longed all his life for martyrdom and got his wish finally. 



Ibn Abu Dhi'b a* (^-.^^i) 

(d 158 AH, 774 CE) 

■fr The rulers of his times shuddered before him. 
■fr His speech appealed to the hearts, 
"fr He let his heart house grief. 

He was Muhammad ibn Abdur Rahman ibn Mughirah ibn 
Harith ibn Abu Dhi'b *_4*«is«--*g . He was Shaykh ul-Islam, Abul 
Harith Qurayshi, Aamiri, Madani. He was a great jurist, scholar 
ofhadith and an ascetic. He resembled Sa'eed, ibn Musayyib 
<is- jji more than anyone else did. 

Zuhd : 

He was more God-fearing than other people. He abstained 
from vain talk and unnecessary tasks. He had a high opinion of 
other people. He was very liberal with the poor and his words 
penetrated into the hearts. He was faster than the desert breeze 
when it came to show obdience to Allah and opt for the 
meritorious. 

He fasted on alternate days. He ate bread and oil. He was 
weak and he kept away from mischief. He showed bravery in 
defending truth and feared none and the kings were impressed 
by him. 

Tributes : 

Imam Ahmad- — »-j said that he had no peer in 

righteousness. He outdid Maalik <— l» j)is^j too in righteousness 
and truthfulness. 

Imam Shafi'i 4)t said that he was more grieved at his 
death than at anyone elses. 

He put in an optimum effort in worship and offered salah all 
night. In fact, even if he were told that the Last Hour was at the 
corner, he would not have been able to in any more effort. 
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True and outspoken : 

Khalifah Abu Ja'far Mansur « — ,L» J)is^_^j , Ibn Abu Dhi'b and 
Anas ibn Maalik performed hajj together. Abu Ja'far invited Ibn 
Abu Dhi'b and made him sit with him in the Dar un-Nadwah and 
asked for his opinion about the Amir of Madinah, Hasan ibn 
Zayd « — i-t- 4)t . He said, "He tries to dispense justice. The 
Khalifah, "What does he say about me?" He said, "By the Lord of 
this House, you are a perfect oppressor". The door-keeper of the 
Khalifah lost no time to pull Ibn Abu Dhi'b «_u ^ by his beard, 
but Abu Ja'far 4)i shouted, "Leave him alone". Then he gave 
instruction that he should be given three hundred dinars, but Ibn 
Abu Dhi'b declined to take the money. 

When Khalifah Mahdi « j— <■ jji u — came to Madinah after 

performing hajj and entered the the Masjid Nabawi, everyone 
inside stood up to honour him, but Ibn Abi Dhi'b did not 

stand up. Ibn Zuhayr « — j^ww-rj said, "Do stand. He is the Amir 
ul-Mu'minin". But he said in a loud strong voice, "People stand 
up only for the Lord of the worlds". There was perspiration on 
Mahdi's « — JL*4hu_»-j forehead, awe-stricken as he was by him. He 
said, "Leave him alone. The hair on my head stand on end". 

Once Ibn Abi Dhi'b « — & went to the governor of 
Madinah and Mansur' s A uncle, Abdus Samad <gb A j . 
When they conversed a little, the governor said, "I think that you 
are ostentatious". Ibn Abu Dhi'b « — jLniln~_ picked up from the 
ground a bit of straw and, showing it to Abdus Samad «-u «Ru>j , 
he asked, "Before whom shall I be ostentatious? All the people 
have no standing in my eyes beyond this piece of straw". 

Death : 

He died in the year 158 AH. 



Haywah ibn Shurayh 4ji w-j 

(d 158 AH, 774 CE) 

■fr When he received his stipend, he gave that away for Allah's 
sake, but when came home, he found all that under his bed. 

■fr He worshipped Allah with tears. 

-k He was more glorious than described. 

A worthy worshipper, a man of Allah, a jurist, the Shaykh of 
Egypt. He was Haywah ibn Shurayh ibn Safwan ibn Maalik 
Kundi, Misri-Abu Zar'ah. He was an imam, a hafiz, a trustworthy 
man. His prayers brought an answer, He was weak bodied and 
given to much weeping. 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak - — J — ^-OJi i.. — said that he found him 
more (excellent) than how he was described. 

Ibn Wahb « — -L^4ji5^_^j said that he did not find anyone who 
thought little of his deeds as Haywah till did. 

Zuhd : 

Haywah u>g received sixty dinars as his annual stipend 
which he gave away in charity before going home. There, at 
home, he found all the sixty dinars under his bed. 

When his cousin learnt of it, he too gave away all his stipend 
in charity and went home to look under his bed. But, he did not 
find any money under his bed. He complained about it to 
Haywah s^., who said, "I give charity having full faith in 

Allah while you give charity to experiment". 

Death : 

He died in 158 AH. 



Sulayman Khawas ^ h ^ 

(d 161 AH, 777 CE) 

# He remained awake in the night to have light in the grave, 
"fr He made-do in the world with bread and salt, 
"fr He fought off temptation through zuhd. 
Grief had crowded over him. 

He was a dovoted worshipper, among the greats of Shaam. 
He carved out for himself a particular life whose fences were very 
high and inaccessible. 

He was Sulayman al-Khawas * J_ * s^_^ . Trial and temp- 
tations bothered him, but could not defeat him. He spent his days 
and nights in fasting and weeping. Fear of Allah was deep rooted 
in his heart. 

Sulayman «_u *Jji j^-j was present in an assembly with some 
ulama who included Awza'i and Sa'eed ibn Abdul 

Aziz <eU.4Jisu.-j . 

Imam Awza'i 4n *— >y spoke of the ascetics and described 
their life, and Sa'eed ^ interrupted, "I have not seen anyone 
more of an ascetic than Sulayman Khawas". (Perhaps, he had not 
known that he was in the assembly). Sulayman *-u -ii ;u-^j covered 
his head and quietly slipped out of the assembly and Awza'i 
jjii-^-j reminded Sa'eed that lie had embarassed their friend by 
praising him on his face. 

Zuhd : 

Sa'eed ibn Abdul Aziz « — #u_ — ^ went to Sulayman 
Khawas «_-u 4» in Beirut one night and found him sitting 
in pitch darkness?" Sulayman * jjAi^.; said, "There will be 
more darkness in the grave". Sa'eed gave him a purse full of 
dirhams, saying, "A firend has a right over his friend, and I am 



Hassan ibn Abu Sinan u*<!h\i~-j 

(d 151 AH, 768 CE) 

ft He observed fasting for a year only because he asked 
himself when the room was built. 

ft Righcousness made him lvse his sight. 

ft He swam in the ocean of fighting. 

He was Hassan ibn Abu Sinan Basri « — JL* w , a very 
righteous worshipper. He used to write Arabic, Persian and 
Hebrew. He narrated very much from Hasan Basri *_u <3li «u and 
Thabit Bunani *_sU4li , but when he devoted to much worship, 
he ceased to transmit hadith. 

He said, "Taqwa is very easy. When I am in doubt, I give it 

up". 

One day he passed by a room that was built to a side. He 
wondered how ancient the room was. On the very spot, he 
checked himself for putting meaningless questions and resolved 
to undergo punishment by fasting for a year. 

Nothing easier than taqwa : 

Yunus ibn Ubayd *JL* -OEM i-^-j and Hassan ibn Sinan & *-»-.> 
were together in an assembly for remembering Allah. Yunus said 
that he had not found anything more difficult than taqwa, but 
Hassan said that he had not found anything easier than taqwa, 
because he gave up that which put him in doubt for what did not 
raise doubt. In this way he found comfort. 

Hassan once returned home after the salah of eed. His wife 
commented, "Today I saw many beautiful women", and she went 
on to describe her sight at length. But, Hassan interrupted her and 
said, "I too went out of the house and came back but I saw 
nothing beyond my thumb". 

He used to go to the assemblies of Maalik ibn Dinar «J* , 
whose words impressed him much and he began to weep. 
His tears made him wet and he could not hear Maalik ibn 
Dinar *,t*<iliw-j anymore. 
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afraid lest I may not give the right of my friend. Take these 
dirhams. I say by Allah that they are lawful". Sulayman said, "I 
do not need them". Sa'eed said, "May Allah show mercy to you. 
Do you not see how people live?" Sulayman shrieked, "Sa'eed, 
what's happened to you. You put me to trial through dinar. 
Now you try me through religion". 

Death : 

He died in 160 AH. 
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Generosity : 

Hassan ;u_ gave much charity. He said, "If there were 
no needy people then I would not engage in business. He was a 
trader of Basra and had a partner in Ahwaz. They met at the end 
of every year and settled their accounts. Hassan would take out 
as much as he needed for maintenance and give away the rest in 
charity. Once someone chided him for ignoring the needs of his 
family. He became sad and said, "Why did you not tell me 
beforehand?" He borrowed three hundred dirhams and remitted 
them to his family. 

Worship : 

His wife said about his worship that as soon as night 
covered everything with its darkness, he slept on her bed and 
lovingly coaxed her to sleep just as a mother puts her child to 
sleep. When he was certain that she had gone to sleep, he would 
arise and offer the salah. One day, she said to him, "O Abu 
Abdullah, why do you hurt yourself to such an extent? Be mild to 
yourself". His eyes were watery and he said, "Say no more! Soon I 
will sleep a long sleep and not awake for a long time. 

He was also given to fasting. He broke his fast with a piece 
of flat bread and began it (at pre-dawn) with another. Naturally, 
he became very weak and looked like an image. 

Final moments : 

Hassan ibn Abu Sinan «—L-* & s— fell ill and lied on his bed. 
His friends visited him and enquired about his health. He said, "I 
am well if I get away from the Fire". When asked if he had a 
desire, he said, "I wish for a night whose two ends, the morning 
and evening are far apart and I am alive". 

When he was being given a bath after his death, his friends 
were astounded and wept on finding him a mere skeleton like a 
black thread. 

Death : 

Hassan ibn Abu Sinan 4* died around 151 AH 
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Wuhayb® ibn Ward 4gu4»Wj 

(d 153 AH, 770 CE) 

"fr He swore that he would never laugh. 

■& He was an expert in healing hearts. 

& His food was pure and Allah raised his rank for that. 

He was an ascetic, righteous and Godfearing, saintly and a 
wise man of Makkah. He was Wuhayb ibn Ward ibn Abu Ward 
Makhzumi . It is said that his name was Abdul Wahhab, 

but later shortened to Wuhayb. He was a contemporary of Thawri 
a* tin and Ibrahim ibn Adham «J* A . He was God- fearing 
at heart and ate only pure food. He had promised to Allah not to 
laugh till he saw his place in the hereafter. 

Bishr ibn Harith t^t&K^-j said, "There are four people whom 
Allah raised in rank because of the pure food they ate. Wuhayb is 
one of them". 

Sufyan Thawri jii used to give lessons in hadith in the . 
Masjid Haram. When that was oyer, he would say, "Come to the 
tayyib (pure)". He meant Wuhayb. 

In his eyes, the world was a conveyance. So he never busied 
himself in it and never wasted his time here. When he was asked 
concerning zuhd, he said, "Zuhd is not to be sad at what goes out 
of one's hands and not to be happy at what one acquires" (in the 
world). 

Wuhayb « J — s 4> ^ — ~j said, "If a believer dislikes the world 

because Allah is disobeyed here then he has the right to dislike 
the world". 

Aloofness : 

Wuhayb was inclined to solitude and not involving 

himself with other people. He said, "I spent fifty years with the 
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people but during this period, I did not meet anyone who forgave 
me my mistake, or joined ties of relationship if I severed it, or 
concealed my defect, or left me in peace if he was angry. 
Therefore, it is very foolish to meet such people. 

Some in private and public : 

His life in private and in public were the same. He told the 
people that they should observe Allah's limits both in private and 
in public. "Let it not be that in public you revile Iblis but in 
private be friendly with him". 

He said that disobedience to Allah is an ill omen that takes 
away the sweetness of worship and the feeling of nearness to 
Allah. 

He said to Abdullah ibn Mubarak «_ ju- & when he asked 
him, "The disobedient cannot find the savour of worship, neither 
can he who intends to disobey Allah". 

Kind and rank of taqwa : 

Taqwa made a home in his heart. His heart accepted only 
lawful food. He said. "If you stand in salah like a pillar then it is 
of no profit unless you examine what you eat. Is it lawful or 
unlawful?" 

Taqwa was so ingrained in him that he did not draw water 
from the well of zamzam but with a bucket of his own. 

Matchless fear of Allah : 

One day, in a circle of learning, ahadith were narrated and 
the participants included Fudayl ibn Iyad <jl«. JJi , Wuhayb ibn 
Ward «-J-<> 4li su. »-j and Abdullah ibn Mubarak <^J-> <uli . Suddenly, 
fresh, soft dates were mentioned. Wuhayb «_L*<i)i;~^j asked on the 
spur of the moment, "Are soft dates available in the market?" 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak •> J — i, — ~j exclaimed, "May Allah be 

merciful to you. They are about to disappear from the market". 
(The season is over). "Have you not eaten them as yet?" Wuhayb 
answered in the negative. He asked, "Why?" He said, "I 
have learnt that these gardens in Makkah are cultivated on lands 
transferred to people's names by the rulers unofficially. So, I do 
not like soft dates". Abdullah ibn Mubarak «j* jiius-j retorted, "Are 
we not buying them from the market easily? Do all the dates 
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come from these gardens you mention? There are dates from 
Egypt and elsewhere. I don't think you can do without Egyptian 
dates". These many words caused Wuhayb * j *Cs\<^j to swoon. 
Fudayul chided Ibn Mubarak «J* *S» for thus speaking 

to him, and he said, "I did not know that he has been gifted with 
this kind of fear. "When he recovered, Wuhayb u^i^j said, "O 
Ibn Mubarak, don't tell me of these concessions. By Allah, I will 
eat dates only as though a person in dire need is compelled to eat 
carrion". It was this kind of abstinence that weakened him and 
made his body lean. 

More on fear of Allah : 

The adhan for the salah of asr was called and Abu Salih 
Jadhi ^> entered the mosque. He stood next to Wuhayb ibn 

Ward <_j_* <» . When the salah, was over, he heard Wudhayb 
« — j p-j pray, "O Allah, forgive me my shortcomings in the 

salah". Abu Salih said, "He prayed as though he had 

committed a grave sin for which he sought forgiveness". 

Death : 

Wuhayb a* 4 died in Makkah in 153 AH. 



Awza'i Ajp-oiiu^j 

(d 157 AH, 774 CE) 

it His death closed a chapter of learning. 

-k His speech was more fear-inspiring than a king's sword. 

"k He was a scholar in the world and a shahid in the heavens. 

The world come to him adorned but he looked the other 
way. He regarded the world as a mirage and a temporay 
lodging. He was Imam Abdur Rahman ibn Amr al-Awza'i m 
' — J—c- . He belonged to the tribe Awza'i was the imam of fiqh and 
zuhd in Shaam. He was born there in Ba'labak but took up 
residence in Beirut. 

He was unique in his times, and the imam, too. He cared 
nothing for the censure of those who blamed him for observing 
Allah's commands. He turned down the offer of the post of judge. 
He was glorious and his command was more honoured than a 
king's. He was much learned. 

Bishr ibn Wahid «J* ^ ~j said that he was very humble and 
as though humility had made him blind. 

Abbas ibn Wahid - — said that the kings were 
compelled to model their children to the manners of Imam 
Awza'i «> <Di . 

He said to a man asked him that khushu (humbleness) was 
to lower the eyes bow down the shoulders and soften the heart, 
meaning fear and grief. 

He abserved zuhd in the world and refrained from hoarding 
wealth. It is said that when he died, he left behind only six dinar. 

His taqwa : 

He had imposed on himself silence. He said that security lies 
in ten portions, nine of which are silence and the remaining is to 
flee the people. He had two weapons : taqwa and his word that 
the rulers respected. 
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A Christian once persented him a jar of honey and requested 
him to write a letter of recommendation to the governor of 
Ba'labak. Awza'i » 4)i said to him in an authoritative voice, 
"Take the jar away. And also the letter that I write for you". He 
wrote the letter of recommendation and the governor deducted 
thirty dinar's from his annual stipend. 

Ranking among the pious : 

The common people and the pious loved Imam Awza'i 

« X-c- «1 %, — r } . When he went to perform the hajj, Sufyan Thawri 

welcomed him at the borders. He took the rein of the camel and 
took it aside from the caravan. He put the rein rountkhis neck and 
moved ahead. When they came across a crowcLof people, he 
called out. "Make way for the Shaykh". 

Awza'i *i» 4)1 ~j was pious and saintly. He worshipped Allah 
in the right and urged the people to follow suit. He said, "One 
who keeps awake long in the night standing (in salah) will find it 
easy to stand on the day of resurrection". He offered the salah of 
fajr and to none but occupied himself in tahlil and tasbih till 
sunrise. 

Advice to Abu Ja'far Mansur : 

Khalifah Abu Ja'far Mansur «ln invited him to profer 
him some advice. Awza'i ^-u^iiis^j said, "O Amir ul-Mu'minin , if 
anyone receives an advice about religion from Allah then it is 
indeed sent by Allah. If he accepts it with gratitude (and abides 
by it) then it is okey, otherwise it will be an evidence against him 
from Allah and his sin will be magnified". He went on to say, "O 
Amir-ul-muinin, if the sovereignty of those before you was 
perpetual then you would not have had it. So, it is not going to 
remain in your hands for ever". And, he said, "O Amir 
ul-Mu'minin, if anyone earns honour through abedience to Allah 
then Allah grants him high rank. But he, who attempts to get 
through disobedience to Allah, is disgraced by Him and lowered 
in rank. This is my only advice to you. Wassalaam u alayk (and 
peace be to you)". 

Who shed tears : 

He got tears in his eyes very soon and his heart was full of 
fear and remembrance of death. His mother saw him offer the 
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salah and, when he was gone, she examined the place of his 
prostration and found it wet. 

Once he met his students and looked intently at their faces. 
Then he said in a loud voice, "He who remembers death often 
finds a little (provision) enough". 

Death : 

Imam Awza'i « — ^_s.i3)is«_*j died in Beirut in 157 AH. He had 
longed all his life for martyrdom and got his wish finally. 



Ibn Abu Dhi'b Up-Jju^j (^i^i) 

(d 158 AH, 774 CE) 

"sir The rulers of his times shuddered before him. 
■fr His speech appealed to the hearts, 
■fr He let his heart house grief. 

He was Muhammad ibn Abdur Rahman ibn Mughirah ibn 
Harith ibn Abu Dhi'b 4f . He was Shaykh ul-Islam, Abul 
Harith Qurayshi, Aamiri, Madani. He was a great jurist, scholar 
of hadith and an ascetic. He resembled Sa'eed, ibn Musayyib 
*j» jji s^-j more than anyone else did. 

Zuhd : 

He was more God-fearing than other people. He abstained 
from vain talk and unnecessary tasks. He had a high opinion of 
other people. He was very liberal with the poor and his words 
penetrated into the hearts. He was faster than the desert breeze 
when it came to show obdience to Allah and opt for the 
meritorious. 

He fasted on alternate days. He ate bread and oil. He was 
weak and he kept away from mischief. He showed bravery in 
defending truth and feared none and the kings were impressed 
by him. 

Tributes : 

Imam Ahmad « — J_* «in i- — said that he had no peer in 

righteousness. He outdid Maalik m s~_>-j too in righteousness 
and truthfulness. 

Imam Shafi'i <_>u 4 *-j said that he was more grieved at his 
death than at anyone elses. 

He put in an optimum effort in worship and offered salah all 
night. In fact, even if he were told that the Last Hour was at the 
corner, he would not have been able to in any more effort. 
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True and outspoken : 

Khalifah Abu Ja'far Mansur < } * 4li *— , Ibn Abu Dhi'b and 
Anas ibn Maalik performed hajj together. Abu Ja'far invited Ibn 
Abu Dhi'b and made him sit with him in the Dar un-Nadwah and 
asked for his opinion about the Amir of Madinah, Hasan ibn 
Zayd - — J_ni)is—^j. He said, "He tries to dispense justice. The 
Khalifah, "What does he say about me?" He said, "By the Lord of 
this House, you are a perfect oppressor". The door-keeper of the 
Khalifah lost no time to pull Ibn Abu Dhi'b by his beard, 

but Abu Ja'far a^is-^ shouted, "Leave him alone". Then he gave 
instruction that he should be given three hundred dinars, but Ibn 
Abu Dhi'b declined to take the money. 

When Khalifah Mahdi <3Ji ^ — came to Madinah after 

performing hajj and entered the the Masjid Nabawi, everyone 
inside stood up to honour him, but Ibn Abi Dhi'b *i*jjis^j did not 
stand up. Ibn Zuhayr « — j^Su^-j said, "Do stand. He is the Amir 
ul-Mu'minin". But he said in a loud strong voice, "People stand 
up only for the Lord of the worlds". There was perspiration on 
Mahdi's « — «in forehead, awe-stricken as he was by him. He 
said, "Leave him alone. The hair on my head stand on end". 

Once Ibn Abi Dhi'b * — jl* 4li i^^j went to the governor of 
Madinah and Mansur' s ^-ujjis^j uncle, Abdus Samad *4e-&t*j-j . 
When they conversed a little, the governor said, "I think that you 
are ostentatious". Ibn Abu Dhi'b * — j-t- jji picked up from the 
ground a bit of straw and, showing it to Abdus Samad «4-* j)i s-^-j , 
he asked, "Before whom shall I be ostentatious? All the people 
have no standing in my eyes beyond this piece of straw". 

Death : 

He died in the year 158 AH. 



Haywah ibn Shurayh -Op-din^, 

(d 158 AH, 774 CE) 

& When he received his stipend, he gave that away for Allah's 
sake, but when came home, he found all that under his bed. 
& He worshipped Allah with tears. 
^ He was more glorious than described. 

A worthy worshipper, a man of Allah, a jurist, the Shaykh of 
Egypt. He was Haywah ibn Shurayh ibn Safwan ibn Maalik 
Kundi, Misri-Abu Zar'ah. He was an imam, a hahz, a trustworthy 
man. His prayers brought an answer, He was weak bodied and 
given to much weeping. 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak said that he found him 

more (excellent) than how he was described. 

Ibn Wahb *-^u<kwj said that he did not find anyone who 
thought little of his deeds as Haywah -a* ^ w-j did. 

Zuhd : 

Haywah u*<D'<^ received sixty dinars as his annual stipend 
which he gave away in charity before going home. There, at 
home, he found all the sixty dinars under his bed. 

When his cousin learnt of it, he too gave away all his stipend 
in charity and went home to look under his bed. But, he did not 
find any money under his bed. He complained about it to 
Haywah <-4-^^^j who said, "I give charity having full faith in 
Allah while you give charity to experiment". 

Death : 

He died in 158 AH. 



Sulayman Khawas 

(d 161 AH, 777 CE) 



"fr He remained awake in the night to have light in the grave, 

■sir He made-do in the world with bread and salt, 

"fr He fought off temptation through zuhd. 

~k Grief had crowded over him. 

He was a dovoted worshipper, among the greats of Shaam. 
He carved out for himself a particular life whose fences were very 
high and inaccessible. 

He was Sulayman al-Khawas * — ,1— * 4li i— . . Trial and temp- 
tations bothered him, but could not defeat him. He spent his days 
and nights in fasting and weeping. Fear of Allah was deep rooted 
in his heart. 

Sulayman *_u <& was present in an assembly with some 
ulama who included Awza'i and Sa'eed ibn Abdul 

Aziz . 

Imam Awza'i «— L* Jli spoke of the ascetics and described 
their life, and Sa'eed *ju jji i^-j interrupted, "I have not seen anyone 
more of an ascetic than Sulayman Khawas". (Perhaps, he had not 
known that he was in the assembly). Sulayman «_u covered 
his head and quietly slipped out of the assembly and Awza'i 
«j*«i)n-j-j reminded Sa'eed that lie had embarassed their friend by 
praising him on his face. 

Zuhd : 

Sa'eed ibn Abdul Aziz * — J — m-mt, — >-j went to Sulayman 
Khawas n_,u«i»_ *■) in Beirut one night and found him sitting 
in pitch darkness?" Sulayman • — j^j- -jji s- — said, "There will be 
more darkness in the grave". Sa'eed gave him a purse full of 
dirhams, saying, "A firend has a right over his friend, and I am 
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afraid lest I may not give the right of my friend. Take these 
dirhams. I say by Allah that they are lawful". Sulayman said, "I 
do not need them". Sa'eed said, "May Allah show mercy to you. 
Do you not see how people live?" Sulayman shrieked, "Sa'eed, 
what's happened to you. You put me to trial through dinar. 
Now you try me through religion". 

Death : 

He died in 160 AH. 



Sufyan Thawri 

(d 161 AH, 778 CE) 



■fr Allah gave him wisdom for his zuhd. 

it He left nothing for the world except what remained from 
the hereafter. 

He swam in the world without getting his clothes wet. 
w He used taqwa to lock up desires. 

He acquired knowledge as he stepped progressed into the 
age of youth. And as he progressed into that age, knowledge was 
acquired from him. He regarded hardship as a blessing but ease 
as a difficulty. He was Sufyan ibn Sa'eed ibn Masruq Thawri 
a* &iu>j . He was the scholar of the ummah, Shaykh ul-Islam, the 
imam of all the hafiz and the ulama, the Amir uI-Mu'minin in 
hadith, and the chief of his times in knowledge and excellence. 
His heart was the dwelling place of grief and was full of 
fear of hell. 

He was born in Kufah and grew up here. Mansur j.e 4ji s— j»j 
tried his to persuade him to accept governorship but he did not 
relent. He fled from Kufah and settled in Makkah and Madinah. 
Then Mahdi »-u summoned him but he went underground, 
going away to Basra and he died in escape. 

Allah had given him a strange memory. He did not forget 
whatsover he stored in his memory. He said, "Nothing that I put 
in my heart betrayed me". 

He was an ocean of knowledge. He commands. He was lean 
and had a slight smile. He joined the ranks of the cream of the 
God-fearing through his heart, and the thorns of fear were an 
obstruction between him and the pleasures of the world. 

According to a jurist, taqwa would not have survived with- 
out Thawri. And Shu'bah ^u4Ji-^j said that he was the chief of 
the people because of taqwa and knowledge. Ahmad ibn 
Younus *> -oJi said that he had not seen anyone more of a 
scholar, God- fearing, jurist and ascetic than Sufyan 
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Zuhd : 

When asked about zuhd, Sufyan Thawri said that it 

is dropping in rank and diminishing of hopes. He said, "Zuhd in 
the world is to keep away from the people and the first step of 
zuhd among the people is to practice it without oneself". He said 
to the people. "If anyone loves the world and is happy with it fear 
of the hereafter is missing from heart". Thawri «Si prayed, 
"O Allah, give us the world in our hands but not in our hearts". 
He said, "Taqwa is the asset of the religion and is a perfection as 
for as the hereafter is concerned". 

With nightfall, Sufyan Thawri <—±-* *» entered his niche 
and shut the door called out". "O my God, every lover is alone 
with his lover. O my lover, I am alone with you". 

Aloof from the world : 

Thawri - J * <Sn *u^j had put the world in the background. He 
took nothing of its adornment except the bare substinence level. 
He said, "Do for the world so much as is enough for your stay 
here and do for the hereafter so much as is enough for your stay 
there". Ali ib&Thabit *>4»***>j said that he met Thawri *Bt 
on the road to Makkah and everything he was of paltry value 
including his shoes which were worth four daniq. If you had a 
few small coins and you did not recognise him then you would 
have placed the coins in his hand as charity. 

Indifference to building house : 

Sufyan Thawri • J .i>^-.>«M that he never spent even a 
dirham in building a house. He made a commitment for three 
thing : no one will serve him, cloth will not be folded up for him 
and he will not place one brick on another. 

Sufyan Thawri \ .J > « & made fun of those who amass the 
world and property. He said, "The world (L-ixJl addunya) is ) 
lowly, defective and its property burdens the owner so that he 
bends down". 

He did not like fame and loved to be behind the scenes. 
When a man sought his advice, he said, "Keep away from the 
limelight". 

Ali ibn Thabit «fo said, "I never saw him sit in the 

midst of a gathering. He always sat by as wall, his knees 
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together". He told his colleagues that he wished to take his 
sandals and go and sit incognito, no one recognising him. 

Taqwa : 

Someone presented to him as piece of cloth, but he declined 
to accept it. The man said, "I am not your student of hadith that 
you return my gift". He said, "I know that, but you certainly are 
the brother of a student of mine. And, I am afraid that I might be 
lenient to him. 

One day, he told his friends that because of a sin he commit- 
ted, he vowed to fast for five months and engage in worship at 
night. He disclosed the sin that he saw a man weeping in the 
mosque and said to himself that the man was ostentatious. 

Once, he dropped a dinar at the goldsmith's. When he 
bowed to pick it up, there was another dinar too and he could not 
say which one belonged to him, so he did not pick any of them as 

a lesson of taqwa. 

- 

Indifference to royalty : 

When Mahdisi*^ l: ^j became the caliph, he summoned him. 
When he went there, Mahdi took out his ring and throw it to him 
saying, "This is my ring. Go and attend to the ummah through 
the Qur'an and sunnah". (He meant, bocome an officer). Sufyan 

4w s— requested him for protection which he gave him. Then 

Sufyan * J — — said, "O Amir ul-Mu'minin, please do not 

summon me, unless I come to you on my own. And, as long as I 
do not ask for something, do not give it to me". Saying that, he 
departed. Mahdi - — j_*-4lt»»_»-j was in a rage and decided to punish 
him, but his scribed reminded him that he had give him pro- 
tection. 

When Muhammad ibn Ibrahim Hashmi *_^u4iiu_»-j sent him 
two hundred dinars, Sufyan Thawri - — j — t- -OJi a- — refused to take 
them, saying, "I do not like to be disgraced before him". 

Dislike for policemen : 

One night, he was going somewhere. A fire was visible at a 
distance. He asked, "What is that?" Someone enlightened him that 
the policemen (were there and) had kindled the fire. He said, 
"Take me through another route. I do not wish to benefit even 
from the light of their fire". 
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He did not like to visit the rulers, saying "I fear that Allah 
might ask me about my visits to them. How will I defend 
myself?" Someone suggested that he must speak out and defend 
himself. He said, "You advise me to swim in the ocean and also 
caution me not to get my clothes wet". 

Sufyan's 4h heart was constantly full of fear of Allah. 
He was like a sparrow always fluttering and his eyes were moist 
every time. 

Ata al-Khafaf <1 Wy said that whenever he met Sufyan 
«_u JUi =u_^j , he found him weeping. When asked about this condi- 
tion, Sufyan • J — * A %» — ~j said "I am afraid lest the words of the 

Qur'an qualify me as a wretched". 

He othen woke up in the night saying, "The Fire! The Fire! 
The does not let me sleep, and makes me neglect other desires". 

A man always followed him and observed that he took a 
letter from under the wall, read it and replaced it. One day, he 
decided to read the letter himself. So, he took it out and read it. It 
said, "O Sufyan, remember you will have to stand before Allah". 

Final moments : 

Abdur Rahman ibn Mahdi <±* <Si t^j described the condition 
of Sufyan's death. He said, "Sufyan died at my place. When he 
suffej-ed the pangs of death, he wept and someone said, I think 
that you have committed many sins. Sufyan *-Li- «33i s—^j picked up 
something from the ground and said, To me my sins are of lesser 
value than this, But I fear lost my faith deserts me before I die". 

Death : 

He died in 161 AH. Hammad ibn Zayd jji <~*-j came to him 
after his death when he was covered with a piece of cloth. He 
said, "O Sufyan, I do not envy you today for your many narra- 
tions of ahadith. But, I envy you for the deeds that you have sent 
ahead". 



Ibrahim ibn Adham up^iu^ 

(d 161 AH, 778 CE) 

ft One of the great ascetics. 

w His symbol was taqwa. 

# He gave up silk for coarse cloth. 

ft He shut a chapter of his life and began a new everlasting 
chapter. 

He belonged to those who regarded the world as of no 
value. He presented amazing examples of self-sacrifice. He was 
Ibrahim ibn Adham ibn Mansur Taymi Balkhi Abu Ishaq 

He was an Amir, an ascetic and a guide. He was one who 
possessed divine awareness, the chief of ascetics, a school of 
taqwa and one whose name is indelible in history. He was a 
prince who was much pampered. 

His father was a king and a rich man of Balkh. Allah inspired 
him to repent and he cast away his position to search for learnine 
fiqh and taqwa. He travelled for that. 

He was very righteous and earned a living through farming 
He was trustworthy a jurist and possessed divine awareness It is 
established that he wreaked wounders and his prayers were 
answered. 

Zuhd : 

His refrained from talk of the world and set free his heart 
into the domain of goodness and piety. He was obedient to Allah, 
and saved himself from His wrath. 

Sufyan Thawri «j»J»^ j8 aid that Ibrahim ibn Adham «^4»u*g 
resembled the Prophet, (Sayyidina) Ibrahim m in attributes If 
he had been among the sahabah r - t ^ <i)i then he would have 
been distinguished. 

One day while he ate a dried crumb of bread, he said, "If the 
kings and princes learnt how many blessings we possess, then 
would fight against us with swords to acquire our manner of 
life". 
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He said, "Zuhd is obligatory, security and meritorious. The 
obligatory is shun the unlawful. The security is keep away from 
the doubtful. And, the meritorious is to put oneself beyond the 
lawful things". 

He encouraged the people to seek the lawful, saying. 
"Consume the lawful and ask Allah for whatever you like". 

A man came to him one day, his heart about to burst. He 
asked, "O Abu Ishaq, tell me why is the heart unable to fathom 
Allah?" He said, "This is because the heart likes the things 
on which is His wrath, loves the world and is inclined to 
arrogance". 

Prayers answered : 

Once he was journeying by sea. Suddenly, a cyclone 
engulfed them. Waves like mountains shook them and they were 
about to perish. Ibrahim a*^j was asleep but was awakened 
by the shrieks of fellow travellers. He raised his head and 
made a heart-felt supplication to Allah, "O Allah, You have 
shown us Your Power. Now, show us Your mercy and 
forgiveness ". This was the brief prayer. The sea turned calm as 
though it was a bowl full of oil. This was the Power of Allah 
demonstrated to them. 

Perfect faith : 

His heart was convinced about livelihood. It was full of faith 
in Allah. A man complained to him about his large family. 
Ibrahim ^ At ^ j said, "My brother! Look at all members of your 
household. If you find anyone whose livelihood is not in Allah's 
Hand then send him to me". 

Away from leisures of the world : 

He fled from a comfortable life and the world in the same 
way as people flee from death. A man came from Khurasan and 
called out amidst a crowd of people, "Who is Ibrahim ibn 
Adham?" Someone pointed him out to him. He said, "Your 
brothers have sent me to you". Ibrahim «_u M got up on 
hearing his brothers' names held the man by his hand and 
took him aside and asked, "Why have you come?" He said, "I 
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have ten thousand dirhams for you. Come to Balkh". Ibrahim ibn 
Adham «_u i^-j said. "If you speak the truth then I set you free. 
The mule is yours and all the money belongs to you to spend as 
you like". He added, "We sought poverty but richness pursues us 
while people ask for the riches poverty overtakes them". 

Death : 

He died in 161 AH in Aljazira (Algeciras). His body was 
taken to Sur and buried there. 



Dawud at-Tayyi 



(d 165 AH, 781 CE) 

■fr If he was ancient, Allah would have named him in the 
Qur'an. 

■fr Allah helped him, honoured him and gave him love 
without property, nobility, and humanity. 

"fr He checked his togue from everything but dhikr and 
bound his soul. 

He was extremely generous and spent in Allah's cause limit- 
lessly. He was Abu Sulayman Dawud at-Tayyi «J* 4Ji , Kufi. He 
was an imam and a jurist and a man of insight. He learnt fiqh 
from Abu Hanifah •J*^*-^ and then concentrated on himself and 
chose to be silent. 

He kept away from the world. When he was asked about 
hadith or the Qur'an, he did not give an answer. He had turned to 
zuhd after hearing someone lament in a graveyard, "Which of 
your cheek will display rotting and which of your eye will remain 
when they are carried away?" 

Sayings : 

He said that zuhd is to forgo when one has the ability. And 
he said, "When Allah guides one out of the disgrace of sin into the 
honour of taqwa, He enriches him without wealth and gives him 
honour without a family and bestows on him affinity without 
human beings". 

He also said that for zuhd, faith is necessary; for worship, 
knowledge and for occupation, worship is necessary. 

Harith ibn ldris came to him and sat down before him. He 
asked, "Do advice me". Dawud «__u m =u_^j said. "The army of the 
dead awaits you". To another man, he said, "Do observe fast 
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(abstinence) from the world make iftar with death in it. Flee the 
people as one flees the wild beasts. And odopt the company of 
the righteous, God-fearing". 

He said to Sufyan Thawri xiin— >-j , "If you go on drinking 
cool water, eating sumptuous food and walking under the shade 
then how will you like death and meeting Allah?" This made 
Sufyan weep so much that there was no sound of his sobs. 

Ibn Simak «_u 4» u_«m met him one day and asked for advice. 

Dawud ' J — <- «to !* — ~j said, "Let Allah not see you where He has 

disallowed you. And let Him not find you missing from where 
He has commanded you to go. Be mindful that He is near you 
and had power over you". 

Zuhd : 

Dawud Tayyi » — A had put the world away from him 
and then purified his self. To him, the world was a temporary 
loan. 

Once his female slave cooked a fatty dish and presented it to 
him. He asked about certain orphans and said, "Take it to them. If 
I eat it then I will turn it into waste while if they eat it then we 
will find it as an asset with Allah". 

Someone sent him tharid for iftar through their servant. 
When he sat down to eat, a beggar called out for food. He took 
the bowl to him and sat down by him till he finished eating. Then 
he washed the bowl and put dates into it and returned the bowl 
to the servant who related what she had seen to her mistress, 
saying, "I think he will go hungry". 

For the hereafter : 

A man came to him one evening and he presented to him 
dried crumbs of bread. He began to eat but felt thirsty. When he 
took the water, it was hot. So, he said, "O Dawud, may Allah 
shower His mercy on you. If you keep water in some other vessel 
then it would be good for you". He said, "If I drink cool water, 
have good food wear soft clothing then what do I spare for the 
next world?" 

Reality of the world : 

Dawud < — j — o-ii — know that the world is deceptive. So he 
made no effort for it, nor gathered anything here. A man came to 
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him one day and looked around the house but found nothing 
worth- while. The house presented a look ruins. He had pity and 
asked, "You live here, in such a desolate place?" Dawud -u^ <iii 
said, "The wilderness of my grave comes between me and the 
desolation of the world". 

Salih Ijli *4*4Jn«.j described his house at the time of his last 
illness. "There was nothing in the house besides a utensil 
containing dried bread, a pitcher and a brick used as a pillow. 

Self-Assessment ; 

The son of Abu Hanifah, «-> 4» ^ j Hammad ill came 
to Dawud Tayyi ^4JtWv>, He heard him say, "You wished to eat 
chicks, I gave them to you. Then you asked for dates, but I 
declined. You will never eat it". When Hammad <Sfiti\i^j went in 
to him, he found that he was speaking to himself. 

One day, Dawud went out of his house wearing a torn robe. 
Someone suggested that he should mend it. Dawud a* jji^j said 
to him, "Do you not know that Allah's Messenger H has dis 
allowed look'ing anywhere without reason?" 

When he was on his death bed, someone suggested that he 
should move out to the courtyard, For, that was open and better 
than the cramped interior. He said, "If I take just a step then it will 
be recorded that I sought to comfort my body. I do not like that. 

Death : 

He died in 165 AH. 



Warrad I j li ^4fe w>j 

(d 165 AH, 781 CE) 



■fr His grave was adorned naturally with flowers. 
& He had vowed not to laugh till he saw Allah. 

He sought help in zuhd and taqwa against the world. 

He was Warrad Ijli «_jU <B| a very pious and God-Fearing, 
prominent tabii. He had met Abu Dharr Ghifari <&> . He had 
much fear of the hereafter and had an impressive personality. 



He came to the mosque quietly. He did not like to be in the 
limelight, and he went to a side and offered the salah, made 
supplication and wept for most of the day. Then he weuld quitly 
slip out to come again for the salah of zuhr and stay there till isha 
and occupied himself, apart from the congregational salah in 
supererogatory salah, supplication and weeping. Then he would 
come out of the mosque and speak to none. Other people said to 
each other,"This is Warrad Ijli who has sought Allah 's covenant 
that unless he sees the countenance of Allah, Lord of the worlds, 
he will not laugh". 

Fear of Allah : 

Abu Dharr Ghifari# was telling the listeners around him 
about the last Hour and the terrible earthquake and the fearful 
moments. Warrad Ijli «tjU> 4x s— ~j could not contain his feelings and 
let out an outburst of sobbing and restless tunbling here and 
there. He was carried away in an unconscious state. Abu Dharr 4* 
lamented and said," What a mistake we committed ! we have hurt 
his heart. O brother of Banu Ijli, by Allah this has cleaned and 
purified only your heart. But our hearts have heaps of sin on 
them". 
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Night Vigil : 

One of his relatives described his worship in the night as he 
learnt from his yaunger sister. He spent the night weeping, 
beseeching Allah. As for his food, he had a piece of bread at iftar 
and another for his suhur. She said that just before dawn he 
prostrated and wept therein. He made this prayer in prostration, 
"O my Lord, your salve wishes to join you with obedience to help 
him. "O Mannan, help him! O my Lord, Your slave wishes to keep 
away from your displeasure, O Mannan, be kind to him and help 
him. O my Lord, your slave is much hopeful of good, so when the 
successful are happy, do not let him despair". This was how he 
conducted himself till morning. 

Flowers in the grave and death : 

The time did come when he fall ill and was bed-ridden. He 
died and was taken to the grave where they found that flowers 
were laid down on the floor. One of the men took a bunch of 
flowers and they were fresh with him for nearly seventy days. 
People came in the morning and evening in large numbers to 
look at the flowers. However the ruler was apprehensive of some 
kind of mischief arising because of that. So he confiscated the 
flowers and had the people dispersed. But suddenly, the bunch of 
flowers disappeared from him. 

He had died in 165 AH. 



ft -frit 



Layth ibn Sa'd ^ai^, 
(d 175 AH, 791 CF) 



~& His charity took him to paradise. 

# He spent dirhams here to amass a fortune in the hereafter. 

"fr He wrote his biography with the pen of light. 

The people were Jn comfort because of him, but he was 
worried because of himself. 

He denied himself every joy and desire and presented 
amazing examples in spending wealth and giving others. He was 
the pride of Egypt, a jurist and an ascetic. He was Layth ibn sa'd 
lbn Abdur Rahman, Abu Harith. He was the imam of Egypt of his 
times, a muhaddith and a scholar. 

He hailed from Khurasan and was born in a village called 
Qalgashandah. He held meetings to get needs of the people 
redressed and he gave them whatever they needed. He had 
turned his house into a refuge for 1 the needy. He fed the people a 
dish called harisah (minced meat and wheat ) with dates and 
honey in winter, and parched barley meal with almonds in 
summer. The people were impressed by him and the rulers made 1 
no decision without his advice. 

The annual income of layth ibn sad ^ -Oft w-j was twenty five 
thousand dinars which he spend in Allah's way. Befor the year 
was out,he found himself in debt and zakah was never najib on 
him. ' 

Ibn Yunus u^t^j said that Layth ibn Sa'd 4*&w* had a 
village in. Egypt.lt was known as farme. He received from it an 
annual Kharaj which he put in various small purses and sat down 
at the gate of his house and gave away the bags to different 
prople, so he had a paltry sum remaining with him. 

Znhd : 

Yahya ibn Bukayr^ 4» ^ went to him one day and found 
a crowd of the poor people at his doorstep. He was giving chanty 
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to each of them till no one remained. Then both of them went to 
about seventy widows (and paid them some money), and 
returned. LaythA_,u4]ii^j sent his slave to get bread and olive oil. 
There were about forty guests for whom he got meat and some 
sweet dish. In the morning, Yahya kJ*<&\k^-j asked the slave, "For 
whom is the bread and olive." He said, "For Layth. Though he 
feeds his guests meat and sweet, yet he takes only bread and 
olive oil." 

Once a poor woman came and pleaded that her son was ill 
and she needed honey for him. Layth called his servant to give 
her a certain quantity of honey. 

With Imam Maalik UpaIi^j ; 

Imam Maalik . — J_t <Di ^ — sent him a message that he was 
marrying off his daughter and needed some yellow colour. He 

sent that laden on thirty camels. Maalik « J gave his 

daughter away in marriage and gave her the dowry. What 
remained of the colour, he gave away to his guests. 

His son said, "I went to perform hajj with my father. When 
we were in Madinah, Maalik c> <&! presented a dish of fresh 
dates to my father. When we had eaten the dates my father 

presented that very dish to Imam Maalik « i_* with one 

thousand dinars. 

Layth ibn Sad ^J_^*iii^_^j was taken from Egypt to Khalifah 
Rashid <jp«Di ^ j in Damascus. He wished to find out some rulings. 
Afterwards, Harun^-J^fiju^j asked, " How is your city well off?" 
He said, "It is because of the flow of the Nile and the piety of the 
Amir. 

And there is a main source behind it that brings turbiness 
which blossoms the land (He referred to the Amir ul-Muminin 
himself. Harun # i*_ ^> nadded in pleasure and surprise and 
said humbly, "You are true" and offered him five thousand dinars 
but he denied it saying, "Let one who is in need have it". 

Death : 

Layth ibn Sad c—M -fit *w j died on a friday in 175 AH. There 
were still fourteen nights to go in the month of Shaban. He was 
buried in Cairo after friday salah. 
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Muhammad ibn Wahb^^'^j said that he had participated 
in the funeral of Layth 4)i but he had not seen such a large 
number of people in a funeral as in layth's. Alt of them were sad 
and grieved. 

A man came to the son of Layth ibn Sad «_u 4 t»^.j , Shu'ayb 
and informed him that his father give him a hundred 
dinars every month so Shu'ayb gave him ninety-nine dinars and 
the man quippid, "Are you unable to give the remaining one 
dinar"? He said, " No But, I have done this to show respect for 
my father". 



Imam Maalik <<ju<i»w.j 

(dl79 AH, 795 CE) 

He was born in a house whose members had the Quran in 
their hearts. 

He was an ascetic and a humble man. 

His mother suckled him the milk of faith and manners. 

* He narrated hadith after performing ablution. 

He was the imam of the dar ul hijrah (place of migration, 
Madina). He was an intalligent and a wise man. He was Imam 
Malik ibn Anas Asji «-^u j Madani. He was born in a place 
Dhu Marrah, about 92 Kilometers from Madina. He loved to learn 
and when his heart was canditioned to it, his mother instructed 
him to go to Rabiah*-^-* and learn manners before acquiring 
knowledge. 

Maalik « — & & s— >-j had a good memory. He had all the 
knowledge of the Madinans. He recited the Qur'an much and 
passed his nights in worship and weeping. 

Tributes : 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak* — J — ^^jis- — s-j said, "if I were asked to 
choose an imam for the ummah then I would choose Maalik". 

Abu Hanifah *_,u<iin^j said, "By Allah, I have not seen 
anyone as quick-witted and perfect in zuhd as Maalik". Ibn Wahb 
«_u jji did not find anyone as God feating as Maalik«-L* ^ 
Ibn Mahdi <— u tins— said that Allah had not placed as much awe 
in anyone's heart as Maalik's. Muhammad ibn Khalid •jLhIjisuJ^ 
said that when he looked at Maalik's «_ s U-«3Jtw»-j face, he saw in it 
signs of the hereafter, and when he spoke, he knew that truth 
came out of his mouth. 

Zuhd: 

Imam Maalik «—u used to say that in the world zuhd is 
of three kinds : pure earning, few hopes and reliance on Allah's 
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blessings. He said," Knowledge is a light,It is available only to the 
God-fearing and the humble'. He also said/'lf anyone wishes that 
his heart should bloom with happiness and he should be safe 
from the pangs of death and the terror of the day of resurrection, 
than he must ensure that his deeds in private are more better than 
in public. 

Respect for knowledge : 

In his sight, knowledge is much honourable and noble. 
Hence, he only taught it to the deserving more so knowledge of 
the ahadith of Allah's Messenger j&> . 

One day, he passed by Ibn Hazim« — when he was 
teaching hadith. He went ahead and when someone referred to it, 
he said, "There wasn't enough space to sit down and I don't like 
to listen to hadith while standing. 

Ibn Mahdi « ju*«&u_*j said, "I was going with Maalik 

somewhere. We were going towards Aqiq. I asked him about 
hadith, but he scolded me, saying that he had a higher estimation 
of me. Was I asking him about the Prophet's^ hadith while both 
of us were walking". 

Before he narrated a hadith, Imam Maalik* J— — <n 

performed ablution, sat down on his bedding, combed his beard 
and sat down in a composed and very impressive manner. Then 
he narrated the hadith. He said that he did that as a mark of 
respect for hadith. 

When Harun Eashid ^is— j travelled to perform the hajj, 
he visited Imam Maalik u*-*!"^; and sought permission to enter. 
Maalik^ #w-j delayed him some time at the door before giving 
him permission to enter. He explained to Haurn that he did not 
take more time than required to perform ablution because he 
knew that he had come to hear the Prophet's & ahadith, so he 
prepared for that. 

Taqwa : 

Imam Maalik «_^L-*«3i5u ~: kept away from the doubtful all 

through his life. Allah's pleasure was his goal in every affair. He 
said, "Whenever I had to give a ruling, I made it a point to consult 
a scholar more learned than me so that he might guide me to 
another angle". Before issuing a ruling, he recited the verse : 
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^yO.'..., « i t j= > *-> _J lib 3(1 ( y2J (_>l 

"We think it but a conjecture, and we are not convinced regarding 
it". (45:32) 

He could not own a house all his. life. He lived in a rented 
house that belonged to Abdullah ibn Mas'ud . The words 

(*Sii tLil« Mash Allah) were inscribed on its door. 

Conditions for teaching : 

Khalifah Mahdi «J64»s»»-j came to perform hajj. He summoned 
Imam Maalik*-^ ■diis— w in order that he might narrate ahadith to 

his two sons, Musa and Harun. But, Maalik- — i—* <&> %. *-j said, "O 

Amir ul-muminin, it is worthy that knowledge sould be respected 
and honoured". Mahdi agreed with him and insturcted his sons to 
go to him. They went to him and, sitting down befor him, asked 
him to narrate ahadith. He explained to them that in that city 
students narrated the hadith to the teacher as a slave recites and 
the teacher correct their mistakes. Both of them became anger and 
went away to complain to Mahdi who summond Maalik again 
and passed on the complaint. Imam Maalik<->«ii |; >~^; explained to 

him that Ibn Shahab J — *&L — ~j had defined this method of 

acquiring this knowledge at the Prophet's shrine, and the 
teacher did not narrate but heard the narration. Mahdi (-udi^j 
expressed his willingness by nodding his head. He smiled and 
advised his sons to go and narrate the ahadith to their teacher. 
(Todate, this manner of teaching hadith is followed). 

Advise to the caliphs : 

Once, Imam Maalik *J* 4li su^-j went to Harun Rashid *M w-j 
and advised him to take care of the needs of the Muslims. He said 
in a courageous manner, "In spite of his merit, Umar ibn Khattab 
4i lit the fire under the cooking pots of the peoples. Smoke came 
through his beard when he did it. Now, people are pleased with 
you even without that attitude". 

Mughirah*_^Oi i-^/said that late one night ofter the people 
had gone to sleep, he went out and found Maalik ibn Anas 
engaged in salah. After the surah al-Fatiha, he recited at-Takathur 
and when he came to its last verse, he wept bitterly and repeated 
the verse again and again till dawn. It was his habit to prolong 
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the bowing and prostration in the surah and he stood as though a 
dried priece of stick absolutely without movement. Mostly, his 
worship was in private, unseen by others, whether it was day or 
night. 

His servant said that it was very rare during forty years that 
the imam had to make a fresh ablution for the salah of fajr, 
otherwise his ablution made at isha was enough. He also said that 
he did not eat in public. He spoke only when necessary, saying, 
"People will go to hell face down only because of this," and he 
pointed to his tongue. 

Self denial : 

Asceticism and humility had brought about self denial and a 
dislike for fame. When Harun Rashid suggested that his book 
Muwatta should be placed in the ka'bah and people should be 
compelled to abide by it, he said, "O Amir ul-muminin! There 
was a difference of opinion among the Prophet's 1$ sa habah 
^ h and they had spread far and wide and each one of them 
was correct in his person". 

Bishr ibn Umar 4 said that, Imam Maalik & > 
never laughed. He said, "Laughter drives one to stupidity. And, 1 
have learnt that the Prophet's # laugh was merely a smile". 

One day, he went to the governor of Madinah. There, the 
people were Seated around him and showered praise on him. 
This aroused Maalik's anger and he said looking at the governor, 
"Protect yourself lest they praise you and you are deceived. One 
who praises you for what you do not possess may also blame you 
for what you do not possess. So be afraid of their praise and a 
good word". 

hove and respect for the Prophet ft : 

Imam Maalik had so much respect foi the noble 

Prophet §b that he never rode a beast in Madinah. He always 
went about on foot. Imam Shafi'i ^ & j said about this, "I saw 
at the door of Maalik a big and beautiful horse of Khurasan. I 
praised it to him and he said, 'This is yours'. I suggested that he 
should retain it for his conveyance, but he smiled and said, 'I feel 
ashamed that I should trample this earth under a horse's hoof in 
which Allah's Messenger U is buried". 
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Maalik «if Ai^j offered salah in Masjid Nabawi, participated 
in funerals, visited the sick and mingled with the people. But, he 
ceased to do these things two years before his death. The people 
were astonished at that. When death was near, he said, "If this 
was not my last day in the world and the first in the next world 
then I would not have disclosed that I suffer from incontinence 
of urine. This is why I did not go to Masjid Nabawi lest I set 
foot without ablution where the Prophet tip walked. I did not 
disclose it to anyone because that would be complaining against 
my Lord. 

Death : 

Imam Maalik-^-* *Iji;u_^., died in 179AH on a Sunday. He was 
bedridden for twenty-two days. Ibn Kinanah tSi =u_^j , and Ibn 
Abu Zubayr«i*<ij!«-^j and the imam's son, gave him the bath while 
his scribe, Habib, poured water over him. 

He had left instructions that he should be shrouded in white 
and the funeral salah should be offered at the grave yard itself. 
Abdul Aziz ibn Muhmmad ibn Ibrahim i-j-j led his funeral 
salah. He was Madinah's amir on behalf of his father. He walked 
with the funeral and carried the bier on his shoulders with other 
people too. 

The shroud of Imam Maalik was worth five dinars. 



Digham ibn Maalik u*-in*>j 

(d 180 AH, 796 CE) 



"& His zuhd called upon him to weep. 

■ft He made his heart taste the sweetness of worship. 

"& He washed his heart with his tears. 

Salah had bent his back and mention of hell had robbed him 
of every pleasure. He had a trembling heart and a fearful 
conscience. He was Digham ibn Maalik, Abu Bakr, RasibiO, Basri 
< — x-niii :u_^j. He was an ascetic and a guide, a saint who acquired 
knowledge from the tabi'in. He offered four hundred rakaat every 
day. Ibn Mahdi said, "1 have not seen anyone as pious as 

him". 

Sought Allah's Pleasure: 

One night, Digham ibn Maalik j was sitting with 

his master, Abu Ayyub, listening to what he said. Suddenly, 
Digham exclaimed, "If I were to know that Allah's pleasure lies in 
cutting off my flesh then I would ask for scissors and cut off my 
flesh just now!. 

He was among these who wept much. His mother asked 
him,"Digham do you like death?" He said, "No! She asked,"Why?" - 
He said, "Because of my shortcomings and negligence". Then he 
wept very much and his mother and other members of the family 
wept with him. 

Fear of hereafter : 

Once Hakam ibn Nuh «— Lj- 4)i s-_^j narrated to Maalik ibn 
Dighams^-j *J* «3i the account of his father Digham^J* i& . They 
were on a sea voyage and Digham wept all night but made no 
prostration or bowing, nor a prayer. In the morning Hakam 



O Rasib is a small village between Makkah and Taif. (Mujam Buldan) 
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pointed that out to him and he wept more. When he recovered, 
he said, "If the creatures were to know what would happen 
tomorrow then they would never enjoy life. Tonight because of 
pitch darkness I was reminded of the terror of the day of 
gathering. Everyone will think only of himself. Father and son 
will not be of any use to one another". He shrieked and almost 
died, trembling severely. 

One day, his mother called him,"Digham". He answered 
softly. Here 1 am, O mother! She asked,"How are you happy to go 
to Allah?" But, he shrieked and swooned. She sat down by him 
and wept. She said, "We cannot mention your Lord before you". 

Death: 

He died in 180 AH. His friend, But ibn Mansur -a* , 
died on the same day. 



Abdullah ibn Mubarak 



(d 181 AH, 797 CE) 

■ft His taqwa and zuhd carried him to the throne of the world. 

& He built a home in his heart with dhikr as a light and 
spending as asset. 

■ft He had every kind of good. 

Every desire of the world had been subdued in his heart and 
the world's rivers were dry before him. He was Abdullah ibn 
Mubarak ibn Wadih, Tamimi, Maruzi*— ^On^-j. His kunyah was 
Abu Abdullah, He was the amir of the righteous, the greatest 
scholar of the east and the imam of the Muslim. He was a hafiz a 
warrior and a merchant. He began his search for knowledge at the 
age of twenty and then travelled all his life, sometimes for the 
pilgrimage and at other times for jihad. 

His rank: 

He acquired knowldge of fiqh, hadith,Arabic language and 
history. He loved the gatherings of the jurists, and he was 
devoted to learning and taqwa. He fed the hungry while he 
fasted. 

Yahye ibn Mu'in «I" said that Ibn Mubarak «_u -dii 
was a chief of the Muslim. Harun Rashid <-J-*<Dis^j said on his 
death,"The chief of the ulama has died". 

Fudayl ibn Iyad*>Oi*-^ asked him who the people were and 
he said, "The ulama!" Fudayl asked, "Then who are the 
\ings?" He said, "The zahids (ascetics)". 

Generosity and zuhd : 

Ibn Mubarak « — ;_*«2i<u_*-.! said, "Manners were very nearly 
described as two-thirds of religion". He was very God-fearing and 
generous with the poor. He spent a hundred with thousand 
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dirhams annually and paid off the debts of the needy. He said, "I 
like to write-off one dirham because of a doubt more than giving 
charity of a hundred thousand dirhams, another hundred 
thousand 11 . ( He repeated that to make it six hundred thousand 
dirhams.) 

Taqwa : 

Hasan Basri - — . — .o^ — visited him one day and found a 
pigeon flying around the house. Ibn Mubarak i^^^j disclosed 
to him that they used to consume the pigeon's eggs but latter 
stopped doing that. Hasan asked, "Why?" He said, "This 

female pigeon flew to other pigeon's and they mated with her. 
We do not like her eggs because of that (meaning that property ol 
other people was involved)". 

Once he borrowed from a friend in Shaam a pen but forgot 
to return it till he was at Marru. He retraced his steps to Shaam 
and gave the pen back to its owner before resuming his journey. 

While he was going somewhere on his beast, he heard the 
adhan. So he alighted from his beast for the salah of zuhr. 
Meanwhile, the beast grazed from the fields that belonged to the 
state. His taqwa prompted him to forsake the beast and not 
mount it. 

Once, hen the khalifah, Harun Rashid *__uOi^-j went to 
Raqqah®, Ibn Mubarak's < — -L_*4!uu_^j arrival coincided with his. 
People came in large numbers to receive him. There was a lot of 
noise because of their multitude. The city wore a happy look. One 
of the umm walad of Harun Rashid ascended the palace's tower 
and looked down at the large crowd and asked, "What is 
happening?" She was told about the arrival of a scholar from 
Khurasan, Abdullah ibn Mubarak uj^^j . She remarked, By 
Allah! They are the true kings! What is Harun's rule? There kings 
gather their subjects through their armies and volunteers". 

Prayers answered : 

Abdullah ibn Mubarak « — <B was one whose prayers 
were answered and he was a man who wreaked wonders. Once, 
he came across a blind man who requested him to pray to Allah, 
the Exalted, to restore to him his eye-sight. 

O A city in Shaam near Biffin and by the Furat. Also a habitation near 
Baghdad. (Mujam ul Buldan) 
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So Ibn Mubarak raised his hands and prayed. Indeed, Allah 
restored the man's eyesight. 

Loved solitude : 

He emulated the Prophet and the sahabah f ? <-^^ — >. in 
keeping awake in the night, when he was asked,"Does solitude 
not bite you?"He retorted, "why should lbe bothered? Indeed, 1 
am with the prophet # and the sahabah ^fu> o> jJrj . 

Death : 

He died at Heet at the bank of Furat(Euphrates) whren he 
was returning from an expedition (jihad). It was the fourth of 
Ramadan 181 AH and he was sixty three years old. 



1 



Abdullah al Amir ^Jjuj 



(d 184 AH, 800 CE) 

History recorded him with the ink of light. 
His personality shook the king's throne. 
His taqwa would have turned a thosand. 
Sinners into Allah's friends. 

He lived in the world for Allah exactly as he hoped for 
Allah's treatment of him in the hereafter. His words were true 
and struck ears with resounding truth. He was Abdullah ibn 
Abdul Aziz ibn Abdullah Abu Abdur Rahman al Amir. He was 
an imam, a guide an ascetic and a very faith full worshipper. He 
gave up everyone for Allah's sake. He concentrated on reforming 
himself. He was truthful and was not deterred by censure when 
obedience to Allah was called for. Harun Rashid- — held 
him in high esteem and he visited him in the capital to admonish 
and advise him. 

Zuhd : 

He never took anything from the rulers or from anyone else 
and stopped speaking to anyone of his relatives or acquaintences 
who frequented the rulers or became an officer. Indeed he did the 
same thing with his brother when he become the governor of 
Madinah. He dwelled in the grave yard, keeping a book with him 
which he perused, and he said,"there is not a better admonisher 
than the graveyard, not a better sympathiser than a book and not 
a better protector than solitude". He also said,"Your negligence to 
yourself is your turning away from Allah. And you are negligent 
when you knowingly doing what displeases Him. And you 
refrain from enjoining piety and forbidding evil because of 
censure by the creatures. 

Advice to rulers : 

Musab Zubayri «— u said that he could not find anyone 

in Madinah more impressive than Abdullah al Amri. While 



•ft 
■ft 
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Harun Rashid <tju» C)< was performing the sa'i and going from 
Marwah to Safa as part of the pilgrimage. Abdullah called him,"0 
Harun!" He responded, "O Uncle, 1 am here!" Abdullah said, 
"Climb the Safa", and he ascended it and waited for him. 
Abdullah said,"Look at the House of Allah". He looked towards 
it. He asked, "How many people are making the tawaf ?" He 
said,"Innumerable people". Abdullah said,"Harun, know that 
each one of them will be answerable on the day of resurrection for 
himself, but you will be questioned concerning all of them". 
Harun wept and fell down unconscious. Abdullah left him in his 
condition and went away. 

Importance of tawqa : 

When a man sought his advice, he picked up a pebble from 
the ground and said, "If you have in your heart tawqa equal to 
the weight of this pebble then that is better than the salah of 
everyone on the earth". The man's eyes were moist and he asked 
for more advice and Amri said, "Be for Allah today as you expect 
Him to be for you tomorrow". 

Final moments : 

Abdullah al Amri & s«-*-j fell ill. Sickness had gnawed at 
him with its teeth. When he was gasping for breath, he 
murmured. "If the world was under my feet and I only had to 
raise them to take it then I would not make that movement. I 
have seven dirhams that I got as wages for pruning trees which I 
had done with my hands". 

Death: 

He died in 184 AH at the age of sixty-three. 



Fudayl ibn Iyad up<i)iu^j 

(d 187 AH, 803 CE) 



■fr The seeker of the school of the righteous. 

He decorated himself with the medal of zuhd and taqwa. 

"fr He punished his own self. 

Islam gave him the opportunity to enlist himself among the 
immortals. He was Abu Ali, Fudayl ibn Iyad, Tamimi, Khurasani, 
one of the chief of the ascetics. He was born in Samarqand and 
graw up there. 

He began as a highwayman. But one day while he was on 
the roof of his house, he heard the Quran being recited. 

(Has not the time yet come for those who believe that their hearts 
should be humble for the remembrance of Allah .) (57: 16) 

He heard this and sobbed and he exclaimed,"Why not, O 
Lord"? Then he travelled through land to acquire knowledge to 
observe and to search for taqwa. Then he settled ta Makkah. He 
spent the rest of his life as caretaker of Bayt Allah. 

Fear : 

Fudayl spent his life in fear of the hereafter and in 
asceticism. His forehead was dripping with perspiration out of 
modesty to wards Allah. Ibrahim ibn Ashath»J^^Di^j said,"! have 
not seen anyone with as much respect for Allah's might as 
Fudayl. When Allah was mentioned in his presence, or he 
mentioned Him he was overcome with fear and his eyes shed 
tears. 

Sufyan ibn Uyaynah «... said that he had not come 

across any o "e who feared Al.ah more than Fudayl . 

Wisdom was inherited by him. It had a tremendous effect on 
hearts. When asked, he said that zuhd is contentment, and fear is 
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to abstain from the unlawful, and worship is to discharge the 
obligations, and humility is to bow down with truth. He also said, 
"To give up deeds because of the people is ostentation while to do 
them for the people is associating (with Allah)". 

Living in the world : 

He lived in the world with a heart full of fear and grief. His 
lips had not known how to smile. Abu Ali Razi & i->-j asserted 
that he lived with him for thirty years but never found him 
laughing or smiling except on the day his son died. He explained 
on being asked, Allah preferred a course and I submitted in a 
agreement". 

Alone to himself: 

Fudayl jji liked to be alone and he was used to 
punishing himself. When he was alone, he admonished himself 
severely for pretending before the people to be very pious, so that 
people might respect and help him. 

He offered salah in the darkness of the night. He had a mat 
for himsealf in the mosque and went there in the first part of the 
night. When he was very sleepy, he lay down on the mat for a 
while to arise again for the salah. Again, if sleep troubled him, he 
retired to the mat for a while. He behaved in this way till 
morning. 

Ibn Ashath "l><&i«*_*-j said that one night he heard Fudayl 
a* h -<^j respeat again and again the verse. 

(And certainly We shall test you, until We determine those among 
you who struggle hard, and the persevering, and We shall test 
your tidings) (47 : 31) 

Then he said, "If you do that to us then we shall be hopeless 
and You will disclose our shortcomings and punish us". Then he 
wept for a long time. 

Wise words : 

His words penetrated into hearts. He enlightened the people 
that the world is not a permenant a bode. Sayyidina Aadam 
f%J\ <±* was sent down to it in punishment. 
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He said,"The sweet taste of faith is forbidden to your hearts 
until you adopt zuhd in the world". 

As for hardness of heart, he said two things make the heart 
unrelenting : too much speech and too much eating. 

Harun Rashid «—u 4s w-j , the Khalifah, said,"I have not seen 
another person like Fudayl ibn Iyad. He told me that I should 
make home in my heart for grief and fear of the hereafter. They 
will keep run away from sin and the fire of hell". 

When Harun Rashid « — J_* «lL_iIj requested to give him some 
advice, he asked,"Of what may I advice you. This Book of Allah is 
there between its two covers. Look into it. Seen what happened to 
those who obeyed Allah and what happened to those who 
disobeyed Him?" 

More about Harun Rashid *><iji»~-> • 

When Harun Rashid went to perform hajj, he was upset over 
something and he lost sleep. He said to his door-keeper that he 
should find a scholar for him so that he might get some answers. 

Ibn Rabi- J — niii. — ~j, the door-keeper told him that Sufyan ibn 

uyayunh was around. Harun asked him to take him to Sufyan i^>-j 
*-J-ni)i. Ibn Rabi knocked at the door and announced that the amir 
ul muminin was there. Sufyan rushed at the door and came out, 
saying, "O Amir ul Mumimin, you could have summoned me". 
Then Harun conversed with him for some time and while 
departing asked him if he was in debt. He confirmed that he was. 
So Harun instructed Ibn Rabi to pay off his debts. 

Harun wos not satisfied with him so Ibn Rabi took him to 
Abdur Razzaq <-i* jji w-j . But, it was the same story there, and he 
too was in debt and Ibn Rabi was instructed to square it off. 

Since Harun was not satisfied with him too, they went to 
Fudayl ibn Iyad»—U<iji^j Ibn Rabi knocked at the door, pat came 
the question,"Who is there?" Ibn Rabi said, "The amir ul muminin 
is here. Meet him", fadayl asked, "what have I do with him Ibn 
Rabi asked "Glory be to Allah are you not bound to obey him"? 
Fudayl^J* ^ opened the door and went to the far corner of the 
house. The house was dark without light, so the visitors had to 

feel their way inside till Harun happened to touch Fudayl <ti\ ~ } 

« . He said, "O what a soft hand! Would that it be safe from 

Allah's punishment tomorrow!" Then he said to Harun, when 
"Umar ibn Abdul Aziz jjiu^j became the khalifah, he regarded 
the office as a headache for him, but you people think of it as a 
blessing. He had consulted the ulama whom he brought together, 
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and Saalim ibn Abdullah. J—^^iis—^j suggested that he should 

abstain from the world (as though fasting from it) and end it at 
death. Ibn Kab ^L-* said that if he wished to avert Allah's 

punishment, he must regard a Muslim of old age like his father, 
of middle age like a brother and of young age as a son. He must 
respect his father, honour his brother and be compassionate to 
him son. Rsija ibn Hay wah < — j^p ik said that if he wished to 
avert punishment then he must prefer for the common Muslim 
what he preferred for himself, and dislike for them what he 
disliked for himself, after which he may not worry how he dies". 

He then said,"I have the same advice for you. I fear for you 
the day when steps would be shaky. O Amir ul Muminin, do you 
have people with you who will speak to you this manner"? Harun 
Rashid was moved by these words and he wept much and 
swooned. Ibn Rabi said,"Be kind to the amir ul Muminin". Fudayl 
i_u aUi a-_^j said "O son of your mother! It is you and your friends 
who ruin him while I am lenient and kind to him". When Harun 
recovered he said," Do say more". Fudayl said, "O you with a 
beautiful face. You are the one when Allah will ask about the 
creation. If you can save yourself from the fire do so". Harun wept 
again and asked," Are you in debt?" He said,"Yes, I have the debt 
of my Lord over me. May He not question me about it. If he does, 
then I am ruined. If he cross examines me then I am ruined. And 
if I am not inspired to present an excuse then too I am ruined". 
Harun interrupted him,"I mean a debt payable to fellow men" 
Fudayl said," My Lord has not commanded me about that. I am 
only commanded to be true to my promise and to obey Him". 

Harun presented to him a thousand dinars saying. "Take 
them and spend them on your family and get strength through 
them to worship the Lord". But Fudayl refused to take them, 
saying, "Glory be to Allah, I show you the way to deliverance but 
you repay me with this sort of a thing. May Allah preserve you 
and enable you well. 

They departed and Harun instructed Ibn Rabi to lead him, in 
future, to a man of this calibre, "Surely he is the chief of the 
Muslims". 

Death : 

Fudayl ibn Iyad ^ «& died in 187 AH in Makkah 



Abdullah ibn Idris < s u<i)n^ J 



(d 192 AH, 808 CE) 

■fr He moulded his life to conform to an imagination. 

■fr He was one of his kind in taqwa. 

"w" He read the whole Quran forty thousand times in his 
home. 

He never stretched his hand before anyone else for help. He 
preferred a straitened living, and he wore coarse clothes. He was 
respected more than kings. He was Abdullah ibn Idris Awdi 
Kufi- — jLj. jiiiwj-j .'He was a hafiz, given to much worship and an 
authority of his times. He commanded respect. A true friendship 
existed between him and Imam Maalik <4* m and he followed 
the Madinan school of thought. He did not accept a posting when 
Harun Rashid offered him one. 

Imam Ahmed «—JLn3Jiu- »-j praised him as unique in his times. 
Ibn Arafah «J* «&< had similar words for him in Kufah. 

Zuhd : 

Hasan ibn Rabi<—U ^ said that he was with Abdullah ibn 
Idris and when he arose, he asked him to find out the praise of a 
bucket of water. However, as he was at the door, Abdullah said, 
"No Do not do so. You write down hadith from me and I do not 
like that I should present my needs to one who hears hadith from 
me". 

Ibn Idris «-u Si answered the summons of Harun Rashid 
4_u 4)i who asked him, "Do you know why I have called you? 
People of your city have demanded a qadi and your name 
appears among the names they have suggested. I wish to take 
you as a partner in the responsibility I hold and vested in me and 
in the task for the ummah. So accept your office and return to 
your city. He said, "I am not worthy of it". Harun Rashid flew into 
a rage and said, "I wish that I had never seen you". Ibn Idris 
retorted, "I too wish I had not met you,"and he departed. Harun 
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- — j_p Jji — ~j sent a man after him with a purse of five thousand 
dirhams but Ibn Idris declined to accept it. Harun then sent him a 
message, "May Allah forgive me and you". I offered you an office 
but you rejected the offer. Then I wished to keep ties of 
relationship intact by offering monetary help, but you declined. 
But, now my son Mamun will come to you. Do narrate hadith 
to him Insha Allah, "Ibn Idris said to the messenger, "If 

Mamun comes to me with the others then I will definitily narrate 
hadith to him". 

Death : 

When Abdullah ibn Idris & j was on the point of death, 
his daughter wept. He comforted her, "My daughter do not weep. 
I have racited the whole Quran in this house forty thousand 
times". He died in Kufah in 192AH. 



- 



Shaqiq Balkhi du^ii^j 
(d 194 AH, 810 CE) 



ir He gave away all his wealth and he did not spare anything 
for his shroud. 

ix Zuhd and taqwa were his symbols. 

-A- He abided by the Quran. 

■ 

•fc He relied on Allah's bounties. 

He was the light of the ascetics in the east, the cream of the 
righteous and one of the famous shaykhs of Khurasan He was 
Shafiq ibn Ibrahim ibn Ali Azdi, Balkhi Abu Ali • — ju* & i^-j . He 
fought the enemy of Islam with a resolve. He was well informed 
of the treasures of men. He gave up the world and spend all his 
wealth in Allah's path and strived to get knowledge and taqwa. 
One of his grandsons lamented,"My grandfather had three 
hundred village, yet there was not enough cloth to shroud him: 

Sign of repentance : 

He was asked about the sign of repentance. Tears come to 
his eyes and he said,"It is to weep on past sins, to have much fear 
for future sins,to keep away from evil friends and to make friends 
with good people". 

He said,"If a person complains of his problems to anyone 
besides Allah then he will not savour the sweetness of faith". 

Encouragement to practice zuhd : 

Some students came to him to get an interpretation of a 
verse of the Qur'an.He said, "I will teach you on condition that 
you have the afternoon meal with me". They agreed. So, he 
taught them. At meal time, he offered them barley bread, vinegar 
and olive oil, saying, "This is for one who seeks jamatul firdows 
and flees from the fire of hell". 

He liked to have guests. He said, "I do not like anyone more 
than guests because the sustenance of a guest is Allah's 
responsibility while the reward is for me. 
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Indifference with the world : 

He did not like the mad rush to overtake each other for 
worldly matters. He drew from the world only that which would 
be beneficial in the next world*. He advised his colleagues to 
behave with people in the same way as though sitting by the fire, 
from which one derives benefit but also keeps a distance lest it 
burn him out. 

Away from rulers : 

It was after a very long time that Shaqiq Balkhi <iii;u_^ 
came to Nishapur with three hundred ascetics. Khalifah Mamun 
Rashid * — j_* 4ii learnt of his arrival and invited him.But, he 
declined. 

Martyrdom : 

In 194AH, Shaqiq Balkhi *><bia»*.j was martyred in battle 
of Mawara an Nahr, the battle Kolan in the territory of Turkestan 
(Russia). 



Yusuf ibn Asbat Up^h^j 

(d 190 AH, 806 CE) 

it He put away his desires through zuhd. 

■fr For forty years he did not have even two shirts. 

■ft He never competed for worldly honour and lower worldly 
status did not bother him. 

The rulers were dependent on him, but he was independent 
of their gifts. Taqwa compelled him to bury his books which he 
had written with his own hands. He was yusuf ibn As bat 
Shaybani Abu Muhammad. He was a Sermoniser of Antakiyah 
where he took up residence. He was a pious man and a reciter of 
the Quran of Shaam. He was among the chosen men of his times. 
He was careful not to consume anything but the lawful. If he did 
not get the lawful then he made do without any food (and went 
hungry). 

He defined zuhd as not craving for Allah's lawful things 
and (to know ) that if one does what is unlawful then Allah will 
punish him. And he said that the perfect zuhd is not to be pleased 
with what one gets and not to grieve over what is lost. 

When asked about the extreme form of humility, he 
said,"when you come out of your home then whosoever you 
meet,you think of him as better than you". 

He abandoned whatever pricked his heart. He said, "Hunger 
softens the heart and is the base of every piety on earth," 

Ibn Asbat t-fUAw-j did not fear any one besides Allah. He 
did not conceal any word that is spoken for Allah's pleasure. 

A ruler came to him one day to ask about a religious matter. 
He was wearing a royal cap. Yusuf ^— j-iflu-j-j felt repulsed by the 
cap and said,"My teacher Sufyan Thawri *J*«iii »-j did not issue a 
ruling to one who wore this kind of showy things". The ruler 
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removed his cap and Yusuf ibn Asbat «— u k*->-j gave him the 
required answer. 

He did not accept the grants of the rulers and kings and 
advised the people against it. He said,"It is better for me that my 
hands and feet are severed than to consume this property". 

Death 

He died in 190 AH. 



Waki ibn Jarrah ^Jtoi—j 

(d 197 AH, 812CE) 

■fc He purified his soul. 

-sir His attributes were loftier than his condition. 
•fo He got light in his heart through constant grief, 
-fr He corrected his soul through obedience. 

He regarded this world as an ephemeral residence and all 
companionship as snapping ultimately. He spent his life in 
poverty and stringent circumstances. He was Waki ibn Jarrah 
ar-Rawasi Abu Sufyan. He was the imam of the muslims of his 
times.He was ahafiz and a reliable muhaddith of Iraq. 

He was born in kufah. His father was the in charge of the 
Baytulmaal (state treasury). He travelled far and wide to seek 
knowledge and various sciences till he became a great scholar. He 
fasted often and recited the whole Quran in a day and night. He 
was, however, poor and grieved in this world. 

Standing in learning and piety : 

When Sufyan Thawri died, Waki succeeded him. Imam 
Ahmad 4li s**.j gave him much honour and respect. 

Waki was very careful with the hadith. When he narrated it 
he faced the qiblah. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said, "I ha>ge not 
seen anyone like him," 

Marwan Tatari said the same thing about him adding," 
people turn out to be lesser than the praise showered on them but 
Waki was better than the praise he got." 

Yahya ibn Mueen said, "I found that only Waki narrated 
hadith merely for Allah's pleasure." Waki often said, "The world 
is like the dead. Take from it only that much as would make you 
stand." 



Saalim Junadah said that he was associated with Waki for 
seven years and found him facing the qiblah always, and he never 
swore (to do anything). Ali ibn Hashram said that he never found 
him holding a book in his hand. He narrated hadith from 
memory.When he asked him for a medicine to improve memory, 
he asked,"If 1 disclose it to you will you use it? Give up sins, I 
have not found anything like it for memory." Imam shafi also got 
this prescription to improve memory from this teacher. He said," I 
told Waki of my weak memory and he guided me to give up 
sins. He said that knowledge is light and Allah's light is not given 
to sinners." 

Dislike for worldly offices : 

Harun Rashid said to him that he was appointing him as a 
qadi. But, Waki escape from him saying, "O Amir uI-Muminin, 1 
am an old man. I cannot see with one eye and the other is weak". 

When someone reviled him, he put dust ever his own face 
and said to the man, "Go on revile me because of my sins. If there 
were no sins then you would not have been empowered over 
me". 

Final moments : 

On his death, he showed his hand to his son and said, "Son 
look at this hand, I have not beaten anyone with it". 

Death: 

He died in 197AH at Fayd°a place between Makkah and 
Kufah. 



O It is between Makkah and Kufah, to the east of Khrybar (Buldan) 



Ma'ruf Karkhi aniu^j 



(d 200, 815 CE) 

it He lived with the heart of kings and died with the body of 
the poor. 

•ft His prayers were answered. 

■& He departed from the world a9 he had arrived, 
empryhanded. 

- 

He had a clean heart, fearful of Allah and possessor of true 
faith. He was the blessing of his times, Ma'ruf ibn Firoz 

Karkhi-Abu Mahfuz. He kept very many fasts, His prayers were 
answered. 

He was born in Karkh, in Baghdad. He acquired plenty of 
knowledge, but devotion to worship made him give up narration. 
He was security for his fellow city dwellers from punishment. He 
disliked to be surrounded by backbiters. Sufyan ibn Uyaynah 
said, "People of this city will be safe as long as Abu Mahfuz 
Karkhi is among them." 

He considered the world to be very small and worthless, for, 
it could not make any weller mobile. He was full of wisdom. He 
said, "The world is a cooking pot that boils, and a courtyard that 
aims". He said, "To seek Paradise without doing any deed is a sin 
and wait for a recommendation without a reason is a kind of 
deception". 

When asked how the world gets out of the heart, he said, 
"Through pure love and kind treatment". 

Once the ruler was mentioned in his presence and he 
prayed, "O Allah do not show us the face of one you do not like to 
see". 

Someone backbi ted a person. Ma'ruf K.irkhi-— said, 
"Remember the cotton that will be placed on your eyes". (It is 
placed on the dead person's eyes). 
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He was inclined to every kind of good and had a good 
opinion of everyone". One day, while he was fasting, he went past 
a man who served water and was calling out, "May Allah have 
mercy on one who drinks water". So, hoping for Allah's mercy, 
he drank the water (and nullified the fast). 

The inhabitants of heaven were familiar with his voice and 
his prayers was always answered. On a hot day, he prayedfor 
rain and barely had he put down his hands when it poured. 

One day, Ma'ruf called the iqamah and requested Ibn Abu 
Tawbah to lead the congregation but he said, "If I lead you in this 
salah then I will not be able to lead again". Ma'ruf quipped, "So 
you hope that you will be able to offer another salah. We seek 
refuge in Allah from tall hopes because they prevent good deeds". 

He went beyond the boundaries of this world his body in the 
same condition as he had come within them, wothout any 
property. He made the will on his death bed, "When I die, give 
away this my. shirt in charity because I wish to go from here 
without clothes as I had come". 

Death: 

He died in 200 AH. 



Imam Shafi'i 4^^^j 

(d 204 AH, 820 CE) 



•k If he had heard more hadith, the ummah would have had 
only him as a f aqih. 

T*r if intelligence were weighed, he would outweigh everyone 
else. 

"fr The Prophet Si had put his saliva on his mouth. 

He was nearly perfect in manners and creation. He had 
bound his hopes within zuhd and taqwa. He was Muhammad ibn 
Idris ibn Abbas ibn Saib ibn Hashim ibn Muttalib ibn Abu Munaf 
Qurayshi. His genealogy tree branched from the Prophet's $1. He 
was a scholar, a faqih and a helper of hadith. He was one of the 
four imams and the school of thought Shafi'i is ascribed to him. 

He was born is Ghaza in the very year Abu Hanifah u*<l!ii^j 
died in Kufah. He was raised by his mother, having lost his 
father. Then he went to Madinah to learn from Imam Maalik, who 
liked him. He took up residence in Madinah and, while Imam 
Maalik was alive, he issued fatawa (religious edicts). He 

Was then twenty years old. 

He memorised the Muwatta and then went to Iraq. Imam 
Ahmad « } joined his circle. He was eloquent, a linguist 

and a poet. He was intelligent and learned, and he could outdo 
one thousand men in a debate. 

Zuhd : 

He advised people to practice zuhd. Ibn Rahowayh«-Lt«i)is^j 
said that Imam Ahmad *> <i s**j said to him in Makkah, "Come I 
will take you to a man the like of whom you will not have seen 
before. "He took him to Shafi'i .Mamun Rashid 

said that he tried Imam Shafi'i « — j_*<i)i;u_^ J in everything and he 
came out perfect. 
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Generosity : 

He had rolled up his sleeves to spend in Allah's path. He 
bestowed liberaly to the poor. 

Shafi'i i-^j one returned from Yaman. He had twenty 

thousand dirars with him. He pitched his tent outside Makkah. 
While he was there he disbursed all the money he had. Muzani 
- — j_t & said that he had not seen anyone more generous than 
Shafi'i - — is- 4." *— »-j . On the night of eed, I came out of the mosque 
with him and walked up to his home. Suddenly, a slave came and 
handed him a purse that his master had sent. He put it in his 
sleeve. One of the men in the circle stood up and came to him and 
said that a child was born to him but he had no money. He gave 
that purse to the man and saved nothing for himself. 

Harun Rashid « — i_p 4> **—>-j once gave him a thousand dinars 
and as shafi'i departed, he sent a man behind to see what he did. 
The man saw that he gave a fistful of dinars to each of the 
servants in the palace and when only one remained, he gave it to 
his own slave, saying, "Carry on with it". On hearing this Harun 
commented, "This is why he has an independent resolve, and his 
apparent side is very strong". 

Eating little : 

While walking one day, his stick fell down. A slave rushed, 
picked it up, cleaned it with his sleeve and handed it over to the 
imam. Promptly, he paid him seven dinars. He corrected himself 
with hunger. Once he related to his companions an account of a 
meal. He said, "In sixteen years, I have never eaten to a full 
stamach. Once I had eaten to satiation but then forced a vomit by 
putting my fingers in the throat, because a full stomach creates 
heaviness of body, hardness of heart and loss of intelligence. It 
induces sleep and causes weakness in worship. 

Worship : 

Worship influenced his thought, intelligence and the alert 
heart to a great extent. He recited the Qur'an sixty times every 
Ramadan, all of them in salah. He had divided his night in three 
parts. In the first, he wrote down. In the second, he offered the 
salah and in the third, he slept. 
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Husayn Karabisi said that one night he was with 

Imam Shafi'i ^> & ^ ■ He offered salah for a third of the night. 
He saw him reciting not more than fifty verses and if he did, he 
made them a hundred. During the recital, at every verse of mercy, 
he prayed to Allah for His mercy. At every verse of punishment, 
he sought refuge from punishment. Thus, he collected together 
hope and fear. 

Faith in divine decree : 

Abdullah ibn Abdul Hakam ^U«J» -j sat offering advice to 
Imam Shafi'i He said, "If you intend to reside in Egypt, 

you must have with you a year's provision. And, you should 
meet the rulers so that you earn honour". Shafi'i *> J»»^said, O 
Abu Muhammad he who does not earn honour through taqwa 
does not receive honour from anyone. I was born in Gazah, grew 
up in the Hijaz and we never had provision for even a day, but 
we did not go hungry at all". 

Death: 

Imam Shaf i'U-Ju* -& u-»g suffered from a stomach ailment in 
Egypt. He died in Darb un-Nakhl Muzani gave him the bath and 
he was buried in the graveyard of Banu Zuhr in 204 AH. 

Sufyan ibn Uyaynah jm—j said, "He was the most excel- 
lent man of his times. 



Abu Sulayman Darani ^ jtifcu+y 



(d 215 AH, 830 CE) 

it He preferred suplication over sleep. 

it He went hungry to reform his heart. 

it Taqwa was the first step to his zuhd. 

it He fought wordly deception with hunger by day and 
wakefulnes by night. 

He cleaned the rust of the heart through hunger. He 
defeated the world to earn the hereafter. He was Abu Sulayman 
Darani, Abdur Abdur Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn Atiyah Ansi, He 
was the famous ascetic of Darya in Damascus. He went to 
Baghdad to stay there for a long period of time before returning 
to Shaam. 

He knocked down the arrogance of the world through 
wisdom. His words quenched the thirst of the hearts. 

Wise sayings : 

He said, "Zuhd is to do away with what diverts you from 
Allah". He said, "Obtain zuhd by having less hopes". He said, "A 
little of hunger, a little of wakefulness and a little cold can cut off 
the world from you". And "Taqwa is the beginning of zuhd. 

He also urged that zuhd should be practiced in eating, 
"Hunger is the key to the hereafter. To eat till one is satisfied is 
the key to thi vvorld. And the key to every good of this world 
and the next is fear of Allah". 

Abu Sulayman « — «in j-j said, "If the heart is hungry and 
thirsty then it blossoms and becomes soft. But, when it is full and 
satiated then it becomes blind and is ruined". 

He also said, "There is rust in everything and the heart's rust 
is from eating to satisfaction". Once he said, "If anyone gives up 
the world for the hereafter, then he earns in both the places but if 
anyeone forsakes the hereafter for this world then he suffers in 
both the places". 



A Hundred Ascetics & Their Chief Muhammad jj> 



340 



Solitude : 

Darani fled from fame and loved to be alone. He said, If you 
can go unrecognised so that no one comes to you, then do it". 

Vigil in the night : 

He was one of those who kept awake in the night. He made 
dhikr and chanted on the rosary, glorifying Allah. In this way he 
removed dread. He said, "If there was no salah in th night then I 
would have no desire to live". 

Wonders : 

One night he slept without offering the tahajjaud. He saw 
that a hur (maiden of Paradise) awakened him, saying, "O Abu 
Sulayman, have you forgotten us and overslept? I await you, 
hidden behind the curtains for five hundred years. Do you sleep 
while the angels watch those engaged in tahajjud? Unfotunate is 
the eye that prefers sleep to supplication. Get up! May Allah have 
mercy on you". Abu Sulayman woke up at that very moment. He 
felt so a shamed before the words of the hur that he perspired 
heavily and the voice rang in his ears all his life. 

Fear of Allah : 

Once he put up the ihram and was about to assume it by 
calling the talbiyah when he fell down unconscious. The people 
revived him and asked him what had happened. He said, "If 
anyone perfoms hajj through unlawfull earnings then as he calls 
the talbiyah, the Lord rejects it till he surrenders the unlawful. 
So,I was afraid that I might get that answer to my talbiyah". 

He said, "When I commit a sin, I do not like death. I wish to 
survive that I might make a repentance". 

Once he was asked about his son, Sulayman. He said,"He 
has gone to earn a livlihood and to buy and sell land". He said 
once that the heart will not prosper if it is occupied in thought of 
amassing wealth. 

Death : 

He died in 215 AH. 



Mansur ibn Ammar 

(d 225 AH, 840 CE) 

•fr His words resounded in the heaven . 

■& His mother suckled him with zuhd. 

■fr He devoted his life fasting and salah. 

-fc The prophet & put his salive in his mouth. 

He preached to the people and urged them to be righteous 
and obedient. He cautioned them against disobedience and 
neglect of Allah which happen when one leans towards the 
world. He was Mansur ibn Ammar Abu as-Sarri, Salami, 
Khurasani. He was a unique ascetic whose words had 
tremendous influence on the people. 

Prayers answered : 

Mansur set off to Egypt. He was pulled by a desire to go 
there. When he arrived, they were facing a dry spell. Their fields 
were barren and the udders of their animals were dry. When the 
Friday salah was offered in the large mosque, people wept and 
prayed imploringly. Mansur «-_!-«• & ~j got up with a composed 
heart and stood in the centre. He praised Allah and invoked 
blessing on his Messenger ft and said, "O people, gain nearness 
to Allah through sadaqah. Nothing else can get you as near". 
Then he put down his cloak and said, "This is my effort. Now 
you give the sadaqah". 

The people gave generously and the women too gave their 
jewellery. The heaven poured down rain and when the people 
came out of the mosque, they had to made through water and 
sticky mud. 

Two men came to him and told him that Lay th «-> j 
wanted to see him. He went there and Layth «-u <& x^-j asked him 
if he had spoken in the mosque, and requested him to repeat 
what he had said. He repeated his words and gave some counsel. 
Layth J^'&'w-j wept and his voice was affected so Mansur 
comforted him. 
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Mansur tin s-^., then went to Iskandaryah®.When he was 
at the fort, he noticed that a man was looking at him intently. He 
asked, "What is the matter?" The man asked, "Are you not the 
one who spoke on Friday"? Mansur «_u «~_^ confirmed that he 
was the one. He said, "Now you are a mishief, here. The people 
assume that Khidr has © come". He said, "No. I am an 
ordinary mortal". 

Mansur ibn Ammar « J — e^iis- — +j once went to Harun 

Rashid « 4l< i — >-j and admonished him and made him weep. 

Harun asked him, "Where did you get this knowledge?" He said, 
"The Prophet j& put his saliva in my mouth in my dream and said 
to me, "O Mansur, speak". 

Effective voice : 

He went with the pilgrims in their caravan. They spent the 
night in Kufah. In the dark, he prepared to offer the salah, when 
he heard someone Shriek in a sob, "O Allah by Your Might! By 
committing a sin, I had not decided to oppose you, nor was I 
disobedient through unawareness of Your punishment. But, my 
wretchedness caused me to sin and I was encouraged when You 
concealed my faults. Who will save me now"? Mansur recited 
this verse in a loud voice: 

"O you whe believe, save yourselves and your families from a fire 
whose fuel is mankind and stones". (66 : 6) 

The moment he recited the last word, he heard something 
fall down. In the morning, there was a funeral and an old woman 
said, "Somone passed by here in the night and recited the verse 
whereafter his links with life were severed ". 

Death : 

Mansur ibn Ammar -a* died in 225 AH. 



O Alexandria in North Egypt. (Chambers World Gazetear), 
Q Khidr: see the Qur'an surah al-kahf 65-82. He guided Prophet Musa >&. 
see also English translation, stories from the Qur'an VIP 395f, V2P/15f 
stories of the Prophets f%~l P. 222,243f. Both; Darul Isha'at, Karachi 



Bishral-Hafi y*4;i»*»j 



(d 227 AH, 841 CE) 
-fr Hiszuhd appealed to hearts. 

■fr He was independent of others, and was a worshipper by 
night. 

■fr He abstained from the world till death. 
& He had no esteem for the world. 

He took his route to Allah through taqwa and tears. He was 
Bishr ibn Harith ibn Ali Marwazi-Abu Nasr Hafi. He was the 
imam of taqwa and zuhd. He was from Marw. Then he resided in 
Baghdad. He spun yarn and sold it. His obvious was steadfast 
and his unseen was pure. He was trustworthy, ascetic, 
God-fearing and righteous. He narrated authentic hadith. He 
spoke on how he received guidance. "I was going somewhere. I 
saw a paper lying on the ground, the name of Allah written on it. 
I went to river and washed it. I only had with me five daniq. I 
bought musk and rose water for four and one daniq respectively, 
and applied the scent on Allah's name. I came home and went to 
sleep. Someone said to me in my dream, "O Bishr, just as you 
have scented My name, I will make Your name sweet-smelling. 
And just as you have purified it, I will purify you". 

The life of Bishr Hafi<-J^<Hi was amazing for the people of 
his times. They showered him with praise and recounted his life 
to each other. 

Khatib Baghdadi «j*«I)is-^> said that Bishr a* outdid the 
people of his times in righteousness. Imam Ahmad «_u 4li said 
on his death. "He has died who had no peer". Ibrahim Harbi 
. \ cA\\i. p.j said that baghdad had not seen anyone more perfect 
than Bishr in intelligence. 

Wise sayings : 

He said, "Zuhd is a king that resides only in the heart that 
has nothing to do with the world". 
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He said that one who loves the world does not like to die 
while one who is not interested in the world, loves death. And he 
who asks Allah J* > f> for the world actually wishes for a long life. 

Bishr also said, "A believer's honour lies in being 
independent of the people. His nobility is in nightly worship". He 
said, "Hunger beautifies the heart curbs desires and creates a 
specialised knowledge". 

Dislike for fame : 

Bishr ^-disregarded fame and egoism as makruh (disliked). 
He said, "One who craves for fame does not fear Allah J»j >* . He 
will not taste the sweetness of the hereafter". He also said, "When 
you like to talk, keep quiet and when you like to observe silence, 
do talke". He also said, "If the people ponder over Allah's Might 
then they will not disobey him". 

Bishr «— u 4Ji s~_^_, was adept in checking desires and knocking 
them out. He knew better methods to do that. He said, "You 
cannot savour the sweetness of worship without putting a 
barricade between you and desires". 

He said about this, "For fifty years I long for roasted meat 
and fine bread, but I could not get a single dirham for that. I do 
not put away fruit because of disinterest in it, but I dislike to 
create a desire for it". 

A friend presented to him brinjal, but he returned it to him 
immediately. And, he chided himself for a desire to eat it, saying, 
"You will never eat it!" 

Someone asked him why he did not narrate ahadith. He 
said, "I do wish to narrate the Prophet's !§k ahadith. But, whatever 
my heart wishes for, 1 abandon it". 

Zuhd : 

He was a school of taqwa and a teacher of zuhd. One day, 
his sister noticed that his face was pale and weakness was 
apparent on him. She sat down beside him and asked him about 
himself. He said, "My stomach aches". His mother (heard him 
and), "Shall I make a sweet dish for you? I have some flour. It will 
do you good." He wore a perplexed look and said, "I fear that I 
may be asked, where did you get the flour from? I do not know 
what answer I will give His mother wept and he joined her in the 
weeping. 
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His sister went to Imam Ahmad jn once and asked 
him with much hesitation, "We spin yarn in the night. We depend 
on it for a living. The torch-bearers of the rulers of Baghdad pass 
near us with their flames and we benefit from the light for a little 
while. Is the income thereof lawful for us or not?" Ahmad «3i i — >-j 
, j c was impressed by her taqwa. He asked, "O servant of Allah, 
who are you?" She said, "I am the sister of Bishr Hafi. "The imam 
wept and said, "You may go. Taqwa of this standard is expected 
only from your house". 

Someone asked Bishrw-»^'«^J to give him advice. He said, 
"Look at your bread. See where it comes from". 

Death : 

Bishr Hafi c^-niUjUH-j died in Muhurrum 227AH in Baghdad. 
He was seventy-five years old then. 

Divine honour for him : 

IbnKhuzaymah^u J)'*— *j said that when imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal «__u Jin— =-i died, he saw him in a dream. He asked, "How 
did Allah receive you?" He said, "I am forgiven. A crown is 
placed on my head and I am made to wear golden shoes. He said, 
"O Ahmad this is the reward to you for you saying that the 
Qur'an is Allah's J-~}>-* word". Ibn Khuzaymah *_^»4iiu_»j then 
asked, "What about Bishr Hafi?" Ahmad si* -jsaid, "Excellent! 
What to say about Bishr! I found him before Al-Jalil (Allah). The 
dining mat was laid down and Allah said, "O you who did not 
eat, eat now! O you who did not drink, drink now. Have the 
blessings and enjoy them, O you who did not enjoy!" 



Hatim al-Asam i—j 



(d 237 AH, 851 CE) 

it He was Luqman,© the Wise, of this ummah. 

The world could not find mention on his tongue. 

- 

He came to his senses after being negligent. He remembered 
his sins. He was comforted with Allah's promise. He was Hatim 
ibn Unwan, Abu Abdur Rahman, known as al-Asam. He was a 
great ascetic and known for his straitened circemstances. He was 
from Balkh and went to Baghdad. He met Imam Ahmad, and 
partici- pated in some battles. 

WJiy the sebriquet, al-Asam : 

He was called al-Asam (deaf) because a woman came him to 
ask him for a religious edict. While she was speaking, she could 
not restrain passing out air in an audible sound. She felt ashamed. 
But Natim pretended to be deaf and shouted, "What do you say?" 
Please speak loudly. 1 can't hear you". (This got him the sobri- 

1 Uet) - ,: . 

Wise words : 

His sayings were full of wisdom.Fur instance, he said, "He 
who claims to love Allah without practicing toqwa is a liar". 

Zuhd : 

A man came to him one afternoon and asked him in his 
assembly. "What is the root, the mid-point and the extreme of 
zuhd"? He said, "Its base is trust in Allah its mid-point is patience 
and its extreme is sincerity". 

He said, "If anyone shows indifference to the world, shows 
interest in the next world, loves the poor and needy, and sends 



O See the Qur'an surah Luqman. See also stories from the Qur'an and 
Stories of the Prophets - Dar-ul-lsha'at, Karachi 
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ahead righteous deeds for the hereafter, then a high rank awaits 
him with Allah". 

Four peculiarities of tawakkal : 

Someone asked about the base of tawakkal (trust in Allah). 
He said, "They are four peculiarities : 

(1) I know that no one else beside me can consume my 
sustenance. So, my soul is at peace about it. 

(1) I know that no one will do a deed for me. So, must 
occupy myself in it. 

(2) I know that death comes suddenly. So, I prepare for it. 

(3) I know that I never escape from Allah's sight. So, I am 
modest to Him". 

How to protect from others : 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal ^u^^sat down with Hatim ul-Asam 
and welcomed him and asked, "Tell me, how may one get 
deliverance from the people?" He said, "Give them your property 
and do not take theirs from them. Give them their rights and do 
not ask anyone to give you your rights. Endure their oppression 
but do not do any wrong to them. I assure you that you will be 
safe". 

Method of offering the salah : 

Aasim, *& t^j the jurist, visited him and said, "O Hatim 
teach me to offer the salah". He said, "O Aasim, when I offer the 
salah, I stand up at the command of my Lord. I walk in a 
composed manner and begin the salah according to the sunnah. 
In spite of that I am scared lest my salah be rejected". 

Conviction of receipt of sustenance : 

His heart was tuned to tawakkal and zuhd, He urged the 
people to have faith that they will get their provision. He said, "I 
have four wives and nine children. The devil has never dared to 
whisper to me concerning their provision". 

Counsel : 

Someone requested him to give him some advice. Hatim 
said, "If you wish to disobey your Master then do it where he 
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cannot see you". He said, "Everything has an adornment. The 
adornment of worship is fear and the sign of fear is to have few 
expectations". 

He met people one day and said that every morning the 
devil asks, "What will you eat? What will you wear? Where will 
you reside?" He said that he answers, "I will consume death, wear 
the shroud and reside in the grave". 

Death : 

Hatim al-Asam v*<fr'Vv! died in 237 AH, towards the end of 
the years. 



•bit ft 



Ahmad ibn Hanbal Up-uji^j 



(d 241 AH, 855 CE) 

■fr He was flung in the fire of temptation, but he came out as 
pure gold. 

"fc He countered difficulty with patience and faith. 
H He was nearly an imam before birth. 

He faced hardships boldly. He was the imam of the world 
and he showed indifference to even one dirham. He kept himself 
away from the property of the people. He was (Imam) Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal, Abu Abdullah shaybani. I [e belonged to Marw. 

He grew up an orphan. 1 le was keen to acquire knowledge, 
all he could, and was quick to go to every known scholar around 
the world. He became the greatest scholar of his times. 

Mamun Rashid presurrised him to consent to the 
suggsestion that the Qur'an was created but he died before he 
could engage Ahmad in a debate. Then Mu'tasim Billah, who 
succeeded him, put the imam behind bars for twenty eight 
months because he refused to corrborate their opinion that the 
Qur'an was created. However, when Mutwakkal became 
Khalifah, he held the imam in honour and respect. 

Nasa'i«J**i)i^jsaid that Ahmad ibn Hanbal had accomplished 
awareness and zuhd and fear in both hadith and fiqh. 

Abdur Razzaq *i* Jii s-^j said that he had not seen a jurist and 
God-fearing man greater than Ahmad *_u*ii5^j, without whom 
there would be no God-fearing attitude. 

He was very generous when it came to spending in Allah's 
path. He was never faced with poverty or need. 

Harun Mustamla siad to him once that he did not have 
anything. Imam Ahma dv^'Ju^j gave him five dirhams and said 
that he had nothing more. 

Abu Sa'eed ibn Abu Hanifah «_Jjh8i.w-j who was the teacher 
of Abdullah ibn Ahmad 0> said to him, "When I come to 
your father, he gives me three or more dirhams and sits with me 
to converse. He would say that he gave me half of what he 
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possessed, One day, he brought a tray with four pieces of flat 
bread covered with a piece of cloth, saying, "This is half of all the 
bread I possess". I told him that this was dearer to me than four 
thousand from other people". 

Ahmad <M was a symbol of taqwa. He was not daauted 

by the noise of desires and the glitter of deception. 

Someone informed him that his son Abdur Rahman was ill 
and he desired to have butter. So, he gave a dirham to one of his 
men to fetch butter. He brought it wrapped in the leaves of 
beetroot. The imam asked him if he had the permission of the 
grocer for the leaves. Th man said, "No". The imam instructed 
him to go and return the leaves. 

Once he had mortgaged a pitcher with a trader. When he 
went to repay and get it back, there seemed to be some doubt 
about the pitcher. So, he did not take the pitcher, saying to the 
merchant, "This transaction is lawful for you. 

High rank of zuhd : 

He had attained a high rank of zuhd because of not eyeing 
the property of other people. Abdur Razzaq « — ,U-» v -<—^j was 
speaking of Ahmad & **» to his friends. Tears in his eyes, he 
said, "I learnt that the imam had exhausted his money. I took ten 
dinars to him. He smiled and said, "O Abu Bakr, if I take from 
anyone anything then I will take from you alone. And he 
returned the money". 

His supplication : 

When Ahmad ibn Hanbal «4* ^ put his forehead on the 
dust in prostration, he made this prayer "O Allah just as You have 
protected my face from prostration to anyone other than You, so 
also protect it from asking anyone else for something. 

He used to say, "If sin was bad-smelling then none of you 
would like to sit near me". 

His meals : 

His meal consisted of a few morsels that took him to the 
hereafter. In fact if even there few were not available to him then 
he would rejoice. 

His son Sarih said, I saw my father eat dried crumbs of 
bread. He took them, dusted them off, put them in a bowl and 
poured water over them and ate them with salt. I never saw him 
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buy any kind of fruit, except that he bought melon and ate it with 
bread. Sometimes, he would, not eat for three days at a stretch. 
On the fourth day, he kept before him one-eighth of parched 
barley which he drank all of it or some of it". 

When he was imprisoned, he showed no desire to eat. If he 
ate, he was apprehensive lest he was pushed into temptation or 
trial. He said, "When I thought of it yesterday, I found two 
difficulties. I chose to carry the difficulty of religion. The other is 
of the world". 

But because of that he became weak. He would put a moist 
cloth on his face. That revived him. Someone suggested that he 
would cook somthing for him to envigourate him, that he could 
offer salah easily. But he said, "A cooked vessel is the food of the 
content". 

Kind of worship : 

By himself, he was a perfect example of worship. He offered 
three hundred raka'at every day and when he became weak, he 
offered a hundred and fifty raka'at and sometimes one hundred 
and eighty. 

He fasted very much, Somelimees, he stopped fasting, but he 
never missed fasts on Monday, Thursday and ayyam ul-bid. 
When he returned from the army, he kept fast countinuously till 
he died. 

Abu Dawud Sakhtiyani<— L»'<Sn.j*-j said that the assemblies of 
Ahmad a* s—^j used to be ones of the next world. Nothing.pf the 
world was discussed therein "I never heard him mention the 
world". 

Away from the rulers : 

He did not like to go to the rulers nor did he accept their 
gifts. One of the guards of Mu'tasim^L^'uJi*^^ said that of thosi. 
who came to the kings, he did not find anyone as strong willed 
and determined as Ahmad^uO^j who regarded the king and 
his retinue as flies. 

Imam Ahmad did exchange correspondence with 
lshaq Rahuwayh jn The latter wrote to Ahmad *-sU jjiu^ Jt 
Amir Abdullah ibn Tahir^^s^., summoned me one day. I had 
your letter in my hand. He took it from me and read it. Then he 
said that he loved you and liked Hamzah Abu Shanji« si_* jUi—j-j 
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because both of you do not mingle with kings", Thereafter, Imam 
Ahmad abandoned exchange of correspondence with him. 

The gate-keeper of Ibn Tahir a . ,Le<i)'«-^j visited him one day 
and conveyed the greetings of the amir and said, "He wishes to 
meet you". Ahmad - — J_t*i)i _*■.> said, "I do not like this. The amir 
ul-muminin should forgive me for what I do not like". 

Remembering death : 

Whenever death was mentioned, he felt strangulated with 
admonition. He would say, "Fear stops me from eating and 
drinking. When I remember death then all affairs of the world 
became easy for me". 

Final moments and death : 

When Imam Ahamd fell ill and was bedridden, he wept and 
sobbed. He was told that Tawus »>«itsu*j did not like that anyone 
should weep during illness. Thus, thereafter no sound of sobbing 
was heard from him till his death. 

People came to see him in very large numbers. They offered 
him salaam and he responded with a gesture of his hand. On 
Friday, there were very many people who thronged the streets 
around his house. As the day progressed, he died. This was 241 
AH. People wept bitterly and shrieked. They were so loud that it 
seemed that the world was mourning. 

About eight hundred thousand people participated in his 
funeral salah. About sixty thousand women also joined. 

When Yahya Nishapuri*-J-t*i)is~^., learnt of the imam's death, 
he said, "People of every house in Baghdad must weep in their 
house for Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal «J*4J»w-,» ". 



it ft 



Sarri° Saqati 

(d 253 AH, 868 CE) 

ft He had wisdom in his mouth. 

ft His private life was like his public life. 

-fr He said «il a^J once, so made istighf ar for thirty years. 

He never took a step to have comfort for himself. When his 
conscience called out, all his limbs were awakened. He was Sarri 
ibn Mughallis as-Saqati, Abul Hasan - — He was a 
God-fearing ascetic. He was the Imam of the people of Baghdad. 

He was born in Baghdad. He preached monotheism. He 
loved to be alone, and no one could see him unless he went to his 
house. He remained aloof from the people and their properties. 

Junayd v_Ji* j said, "I did not find anyone worship more 
than Sarri. For seventy-eight years no one saw him lie down, 
except during his sickness that led to his death. 

Hasan Bazzar »> «ii -j said that they hoped that Allah would 
protect them through Imam Ahmad*i* ^-j and Bishr HafcMii ^-j 
<±j-. When they died, Sarri«-> jin^j survived and they hoped that 
he would be the means of protection. 

Words of wisdom : 

Wisdom flowed from his mouth. He said, "I found obedience 
to Allah as a very good bargain for physical comfort. And 
disobedience to Him produce fatigue and is a bad bargain. 

He said, "If anyone is unable to respect himself then he is 
more unable to respect other people". 

He said, "But for the salah of Friday and the congregations, I 
would keep the door of my house shut and stay indoors". 

He said, "Be fearful that you are a scattered praise and 
concealed defect". 



O Also Pronounced Sariy (Al-Mughni fi dabt asma ar-rijal) 
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Istighfar for thirty years : 

Fear had gripped his heart so that he carried grief weightier 
than the mountains. Sarri used to day, "Once I had said (-djj_-_^_Ji 
praise belongs to Allah), but made istighfar because of it for thirty 
years". When asked to explain, he said, "I had a lot of 
merchandise in a shop of mine. 

The market was angulfed in fire. When I learnt of it, I 
headed to investigate. A man met me on the way and 
congratulated me that my shop was safe. I exclaimed ( 41 a*~J 
praise belongs to Allah). 

Then I realised that I was mistaken to say that (so, for thirty 
years I made the istighfar)". 

Fear of Allah ; 

He was very afraid of Allah. He was so afraid that every day 
he examined his nose to ensure that punishment had not turned 
his face black. He said, "I do not like to die where I am known. 
When asked, "Why so, O Abul Hasan?" He said, "If the earth 
were to reject me then I would be disgraced". 

Zuhd : 

Junayd^i* iwj said about his zuhd, "I heard Sarri 4>&wcj 
say, "It is my desire for thirty years to dip fresh dates in honey 
and eat that". 

- 

Someone came to him with the desire to practice zuhd and 
to abandon the world. Sarri Saqati asked him, "Do you have 
powdered salt?" He said, "Yes". He said, "Then you cannot 
succeed in zuhd". 

Junayd«-J-ni)i j—j visited him one hot afternoon and saw that 
the waterskin was kept in the sun. He asked, "Why is it in the 

sun?" Sarri- S-*S said, "It was in the shade but as the sun 

moved, it came over it and I thought of bringing it in the shade. 
Then, I felt modest that I should do something that brought me 
comfort". 

Once someone sent him something through his son. Sarri 
Saqati asked him, "What is its value?" The boy said, "My 

father has not told me what it values". Sarri ■&tw v) said, 



A Hundred Ascetics & Their Chief Muhammad 357 

"Go and tell your father that for fifty years we have been 
preaching to the people that they should not take anything 
against their religion. Today, do you imagine that we would take 
something against our religion?" 

Death : 

Sarri Saqat died in Ramadan of 253 AH after the 

adhan of fajr. He was buried after asr. and in the graveyard of 
Shuniziyah.O , [ 



O A place in Baghdad. (Mu'jam ul-Buldah ) 



Abdus Samad ibn Umar a* jji^j 



(d 397 AH, 1006 CE) 

■ 

•fr The devil had no say over him. 
He embraced death smilingly. 

"fr He gave away whatever he had, but took nothing from 

anyone. 

He was Abdus Samad ibn Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq 
jji i—^j , Abul Qasim. He was a sermoniser. He practised 
asceticism and was pious. He enjoined the reputable and forbid 
the disreputable. He was very humble. When he spoke to the 
people, he never took the central place in the assembly. 

Disgust with property : 

He possessed a pure soul. He never asked other people for 
anything, neither did he take anything from them. One day he sat 
with his friends and related to them the reality of the world. 
Suddenly, a man came with a hundred dinars to give them to 
Abdus Samad »_JL* iwj . However, he lowered his eyes gazing 
the ground and said, "I do not need them". The man suggested 
that he should distribute the money among his friends. He 
instructed him to put the money on the floor. The man placed the 
dinars between those people. Then Abdus Samad $ -<*- -~j said, 
"Whoever needs anything may collect according to his need". So, 
the people picked up the dinars according to whatever they 
required need. While they were so occupied, the son of Abdus 
Samad ^jL-t s-^j came and requested him for some money to buy 
dates, but Abdus Samad *_ujji had nothing. So, he instructed 
his son to go to the fruiterer and buy some dates. Therefore, 
Abdus Samad *-±j- & s-^j bought on credit but took nothing from 
those dinars. 

Poverty on eed day : 

The days passed on and the months succeeded one another. 
The day of eed was on them. Abdus Samad liltu^-j was passing 
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the sweet smelling days but his house lacked provision of every 
kind had even water. A man brought some dirhams and 
presented them to him. He smiled and said, "O Brother for Allah's 
sake let me enjoy my poverty this day just as the rich enjoy their 
wealth. 

Abdus Samad & used to exhort his friends to work 
hard, perform deeds and seek the hereafter. He would say "You 
could not get the world. See that the hereafter does not slip from 
your hands". 

Last wish : 

Faith was deeply rooted in his heart. His heart was full of 
coviction that he would get the blessings from Allah Abdus 
Samad awaited on his death-bed the command from his Lord to 
meet Him. 

Umm ul-Hasan daughter of al-Qadi came. She was 
responsible to oversee the task of Abdus Samad jji ^ and to 
attend to houshold chores. She said immediately on coming "I 
adjure you by Allah and demand from you that you tell me of 
any of your needs". Samad said, "After me, continue 

to be with my daughter Haniyah just as you are in my life time" 
She assured him of that, "Insha Allah, that will be so". 

Death : 

Therefore, Abuds Samad k did not speak. He made 
istighfar again and again, and kept saying, "Allah is better than 
you for my daughter". 

When the pangs of death became severe, he said, "O my 
Lord, I had worshipped you for this very day. For this moment 
had I collected the deeds. Let my good hope from you become 
real!" 

He died in 397 AH. He was at Darb Shumas in Basrah. 



Glossary 



&x**i\ : 

# : 

^f-t^j • 
*iniln»*-j : 

^LJj^Lp . 

Aad Gl«) : 
Abu: 

Ali al-Asghr : 
Aljazira: 

Ashab ur Rass: 

aalim : 
aarif : 



aarif billah : 
adhan: 
ahl bayt : 
ajir ul-muminin : 
ama mah: 
amir ul-muminin : 



Praise belongs to Allah, 
may blessing and peace be on him. 
come to the prayer (words of adhan) 
come to success (words of adhan) 

(PI. of-g*«i)ii— j) 

may Allah have mercy on him. 

may Allah be pleased with 

him/ them/her. 

may peace be on him. 

(plural of f*J«H 

There is no God but Allah. 

Muhammad is Allah's messenger. 

an ancient people to whom Prophet 

Hud was sent. See the Qur'an. 

father of, possessor of. 

Ali, the junior. 

Algeciras (according to Mu'jam 
Buldan) 

a country in which some tribes of 
Thamud resided, a town in 
Yamamah. 
singular of ulama. 

one who knows, knower of himself 
and seer of Allah in everyting, a 
mystic of high rank. (This is sufi 
terminology as is aarif billah). 
knower of Allah, (see aarif). 
call to salah. 

people of the house (of the Prophet ). 

labourer of the belivers. 

turban. 

commander of the faithful, a title 
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Dhul Hajjah: 



dajjal: 

dani'ah: 

daniq: 

dar ul-hijra: 

dhikr: 
dhimmi: 

dhun nurayn: 

dinar: 

dirham: 

duha: 

dunya: 

eed: 

eed ul-adha: 



Furat: 

fajr: 

fatawa: 

fatwa: 

fatwa: 

firdaws: 

fri'awn: 

ghee: 

Harisa: 

hafiz: 



halal: 
hamd: 



the eleventh month of the Islamic 
calendar. Hajj is performed on its 
10th. 

Anti-Christ. 

defective, shortcoming, vice. 

one-sixth of a dirham. 

the place of migration which is 

Madinah. 

rememberance of Allah. 

a non-MuIsim in protection of the 

Islamic state against a tribute. 

possessor of two lights, so called 

because of his marriage to two 

daughters of the Prophet 

unit of currency. 

unit of currency. 

a little after sunrise. 

world, earth. 

day of festival. 

the day of sacrifice, 10th Dhul-Hajjah, 
the day after hajj when animals are 
sacrificed. 
Euphrates 

the salah at dawn before sunrise, 
religious edicts. 

a ruling on religious issues, an edict, 
(sing of fatwa) 

the highest station in Paradise. 

pharaoh. 

butter oil 

a dish made of wheat and meat. 

one who has committed the Qur'an to 

memory, one who retains (in 

memory). 

lawful. 

the praise. 
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amir ul-ummah : 
amwas: 
ansar : 

ashrah mubashsharah : 



asr: 

assalaamu alaylum : 
atiq: 

ayyam ul-bid : 
Bat'ha: 

bay'ah ridwan : 

bay'at aqbah: 

bayt Allah: 
bayt ul-maal: 
bint: 

bir rumah: 



chapati: 
chast: 

Dar Arqam: 



given to the first caliphs of Islam. 

trustee of the ummah. 

a place in Palestine. 

helpers, those who welcomed the 

muhajir in Madinah. 

ten who were given glad tidings of 

Paradise (in this very life by the 

Prophet fjj|),. They were: Abdur 

Rahaman ibn Awf, Abu Bakr, Abu 

Ubaydah ibn Jarrah, Ali ibn Abi 

Talib, Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas, Sa'eed 

ibn Zayd, Talhah ibn Ubaydullah, 

Umar ibn Khattab, Uthman ibn Affan 

and Zubayr ibn Awwam .dii 

the afternoon salah. 

may peace be on you. 

ancient. 

the 13th, 14th and 15th of each 
month. 

a name of Makkah, any basinshaped 
valley. 

a pledge given by the sahabah r*^ 
to the Prophet jgl at hudaybiyah. 
pledge of allegiance at Aqbah offered 
by the ansars. 
House of Allah. 
State Treasury, 
daughter of. 

the well rumah which Uthman 
purchased from a Jew in Madinah for 
the welfare of the Muslims, 
see roti 
same as duha. 

It was the house of Arqam ibn Abu 
al-Arqam, which was also the center 
of Islamic preaching in the early days. 
Forty peoples including Umar 4* 
joined Islam secretly in this place. 
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haram: 
hijr Ismail: 
hijrah: 
hudud: 

hur: 

hur ayn: 
Injeel: 
Insha Allah: 
ibn: 

idhkhar: 
ifta: 

iftar: 

ihram: 



ljma: 
ijtihad: 



iqamah: 

isha: 

isra: 



unlawful. 

the northern wall of the ka'bah. 

migration to Madinah from Makkah. 

the limits, prescribed punishments in 
Islam. 

maiden of Paradise, 
maidens of Paradise. 
Bible. 

if Allah wills, 
son of. 

a kind of grass. 

office of mufti, delivering legal 
opinion. 

the meal of one who is fasting when 
he breaks his fastat sunset, 
the state a pilgrim assumes when he 
intends to make the pilgrimage. It 
calls upon men to shun their sewn 
garmnts but wrap round themselves 
unstitched sheets of cloth waist down 
and above waist but woman may 
wear their regular dress with certain 
modifications, and there are some 
restrictions on the pilgrims both male 
and female, 
consensus. 

independent reasoning when other 
sources are silent on the subject 
provided the person possesses 
through knowlege of the revealed 
Book and ahadith and Arabic 
language and jurisprudence. It is 
based usul (foundations) of fiqh. 
the call before the congregation 
commences. 

the salah about ninety minutes after 
maghrib. 

night journey (from Makkah to Bayt 
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istighfar: 
istirja: 

istisqa: 
Jalil, al: 
jahannum: 
jahiliyah: 
jami, masjid: 

jamnat ul firdaws: 

jannah: 

jannat ul-baqi: 

jaysh ul-usrah: 

jihad: 
Kalimah: 

Kalimah shahadah: 



Kalimah tayyibah: 
Kauthar: 

Khalil: 
Kisra: 
khalifah: 
khandaq: 



ul-Maqdas). 

to seek forgiveness of Allah, 
to say: We elong to Allah and to Him 
is our return : (Oy*r\j «Ji Ulj <Du) 
prayer for rain. 

an attribute fo Allah, The Majestic, 
hell. 

pre-lslamic period, days of ignorance, 
mosque where Friday salah is 
offered. 

the highest place in Paradise. 
Paradise. 

graveyard in Madinah where many 

sahabah are also buried. 

the hard pressed army or army in 

adversity to which Uthman gave a 

generous donation including a 

thousand camels and seventy horses. 

it was sent to Tabuk. 

fighting in Allah's cause, striving for 

the sake of Allah. 

word, expression of faith : Vi « JiV 

Jj-j ju»~. (there is no God but Allah 
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger) 

A J j— j JU* X-J^. 01 JLfil j A 111 «-W d\ A+M (I 

bear witnesss that thee i no God 
besides Allah and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His slave arid 
Messenger). 

4ji J^jju^AilMiM (see kalimah). 

a river in Paradise, mentioned in 

surah al-kawthar. 

friend. 

Chosroes. 

caliph. 

trenches, Name of a battle in which 
trenches were dug at the borders of 
Madinah. 



A Hundred Ascetics & Their Chief Muhammad & 



366 



kharaj: 

kharaj: 
khusu: 



kunyah: 



labayk: 
liwa ul-hamd: 
Ma jus: 
Majusi: 
Mannan, al: 
Mas j id: 

Masjid Nabawi: 
Mawara an nahr: 

ma sadid: 

ma sha Allah (^lUU): 

madaris: 

madrasah: 

majlis-shura: 

makruh: 

malak ul-mawt: 

masruq: 

mi'raj: 

minbar: 

muadhdhin: 

muakhat: 



muhaddith: 
muhajir: 



tax or tribute on land levied on 

non-Mulims. 

tribute from land. 

fear mixed with hope, 

submissiveness. (see Ma'ariful Qur'an 

- English Translation VI P. 206) 

an honorific name particularly with 

Abu or Umm before a man's or a 

woman's name, but not necessarily 

father or mother of the person named 

after Abu or Umm. 

the pilgrim's cry also called talbiyah. 

banner of (Allah's praise). 

Magian. 

Magian. 

an attribute of Allah, The Benevolent, 
mosque. 

The Prophet's $| mosque. 
The portion of Russian Turkestan to 
the east of river Jayhun. 
mixture of blood and puss that 
denizens of hell will drink, 
what Allah wills, 
(pi of madrasah), 
religious school, 
assembly of consultation, 
disliked. 

the angel of death, 
that which is stolen, 
ascension to the heavens, 
pulpit. 

one who calls the adhan. 
ties of fraternity which the Prophet ^ 
had established between the muhajirs 
and ansars at Madinah. 
scholar of hadith 

emigrant to Madinah (from Makkah). 
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mujtahid: c 


ne who abides by opinions 


s 


upported by the Qur'an and sunnah. 


Qaysar: ( 


Roman) Emperor. 


qadi: 


iudse. 


qafiz: ' 

( 


in ancient measure that differs from 


rountry to country. 


qaraz (J» / ): 


ruit or leaves of the acacia, used for 




[arming . 


qari: 


reciter of the Qur'an. 


qasidah: 


poem. 




direction of the Ka'bah towards 




which worshippers offer the salah. 


- 

uiy <*3» 


analogy . 


qutb: 


axis, pivot pole. In Sufism, a qutb 




is the ht^d of an invisible hierarchy 




of saints. 


Rahman, Ar (cr*^ 1 ) • 


The compassionate, an attrbute of 




Allah. 


Ramadan: 


the month of fasting in the luaer 




calender. 


rak'ah: 


a unit of salah. 


raka at. 


plural of rak'ah. 


roti: 


d,f Indian or Asian bread or loaf, 

rial iiiuiciii — 




usually home-baked. 


ruku: 


fhp hnwine posture in salah. 


Sayyidah: 


^fpmalp from of Sawidina) 


Sayyidina 


:our master used before names as a 


mark of repsect. 


GVi aaTYl" 
c>n<ltliu. 


ancient name of the present Syria, 




Palestine, Lebanon arid Jordan. 


i>uti: 


mystic 


sa': 


a measure of weight, about 3 kg. 


sa i: 


a rite of the pilgrimage which is to 




make seven rounds between the 




Mount Safa and Marwah in Makkah. 


sab'mathani: 


the seven oft-repeated, a name for 




surah al-Fatiha, 
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sadaqah: 

sahabah: 

sahabi: 

sajda: 

salaam: 

salah: 

shahid: 
shaykh: 
shaykhan: 



shaytan: 
shura: 

siddiq: 
sirat: 



suhur: 

sunnah: 
surah: 

Thamud 



ta'un: 

ta'un amwas: 
tab' tabi'in: 



the first chapter of the Quran having 

seven verses. 

charity. 

companions of the Prophet H . 
(singular of sahabah). 
the prostration in salah. 

the Islamic salutation, (see as salaamn 
alayhm) 

regular prayer; (also) , invocating 

blessing on the Prophet j§| . 

martyr, witness. 

old man, a learned man. 

the two shaykhs, (in this book) Abu 

Bakr and Umar 4® . Also, the two 

hadith books: Bukhari and Muslim. 

Also, imams: Abu Hanifah ^u<iii;_j 

and Abu Yusuf 

satan, devil. 

consultation, (assembly of 
comsultion) 

truthful. 

a narrow bridge over hell that 
everyone will have to walk over and 
only the pious will manage to reach 
the other end. 

meal before daybreak to commence 
fasting. 

practice, Prophet's^ practice, 
chapter of the Quran, there are 114 
surahs. 

an ancient people also known as 
Aad, the second, because they 
descended from them. Prophet 
Salih was sent to them, see the 
Qur'an. 
plague. 

see ta'un amwas. 

successord of the tabi'in «ju <in ^ , 
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tabi'i: 

tabi'un/ tabi'in: 

tahajjud: 

tahlil: 

tahnik: 

takbir: 

talbiy~n: 

taqhut: 

taqwa: 

tawaf: 

tawakkul: 

tayyib: 

thaghar: 

tharid: 

tusbih: 

Umm: 
Uzaa: 
ulama: 
umm walad: 

ummah: 
usul ul-f iqh: 



wahy: 
wajib: 

was salaam alayk: 
wasilah: 

witr: 



(singular of tabi'in). 
successors of the sahabah r*^ • 
optional salah in the night. 

to say -d)i « & ^ (There is no God but 

Allah) 

to place a softened piece of a date on 

the palate of a new born child. 

to say Allahu Akbar, Allah is the 

Greatest. 

the pilgrim's cry also called labayk. 
false gods. 

God-fearing attitude, righteousness, 
circumamblation of the ka'bah. 
reliance on Allah, trust in Allah, 
pure 

territory between two known places, 
porridge. 

to glorify Allah, say subhan Allah 
(Allah is without blemish), 
mother of, (female) possessor of. 
name of a pre-Islamic idol or deity, 
scholars. 

a female slave to whom her master's 
child is born and so she gains 
freedom on his death, 
the community or followers of a 
Prophet % 

four foundations of Islamic 
jurisprudence, Quran, sunnah, 
analogy (or qiyas) and consensus (or 
ijma). 

revelation. . 

obligatory. 

and peace be to you. 

an honourable station in Paradise, 

nearness. 

odd, (also) three units of salah and 
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yawm at tarwiyah: 
zahid : 



zamzam: 



zaqqum: 

zawal: 

zuhd: 

zuhr: 



the last of it. 

the 8th of Dhull Hajjah. 

ascetic, one who practices zuhd. 

the well in Makkah by the ka'bah dug 

by Prophet Ibrahim$@ adre- 

discovered, after its loss, by Abdul 

Muttalib. The pilgrims drink water 

from it to-date. 

bitter fruit of hell. 

declination of the sun. 

asceticism, to give up wordly 

pleasure for Allah's sake. 

the prayer at noon, following zawal. 



END 
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QURANIC INDEX 



Page numbers follow the entry; fn denotes footnote while f denotes a few pages more 



Surah:Verse 


Page* 


2:274 


80 


2:283 


215 


3:92 


136 


4:41 


41 


5:27 


155 


6:160 


79 


9:102 


170 


9:91 


228 


12:86 


66 


16:125-128 


143 


26:109 


220 


28:83 


78 


28:83 


87 


34:35 


137 


39:30 


179 ; 


39:47 


237 



Surah:Verse 


Page# 


40:60 


222 


46:20 


64 


47:31 


322 


52:7-8 


64 


53:11 


33 


53:17 


34 


53:2 


33 


53:3 


33 


53:5 


33 


53:50 


67 


54:46 


268 


55:44 


226 


66:6 


342 


68:4 


34 


92:5 


55 


94:1 


34 



HADITH INDEX 



G N_ 

grave first step to hereafter: 76 Not poverty I fear: 35 

I P 



if a woman of Paradise descended: 103 provision of each one of you: 122 

L W 



like a traveler: 38 world night overwhelm you: 35 

live like a passer by: 36 

NAMES INDEX 



A 

A' mash: 186 

Aadam (Prophet): 32, 34 

Aamir ibn Abdullah ibn Zubayr: 233f 

Aamir ibn Abdullah: 93f 

Aamir ibn Qays: 153f 

Aasim: 348 

Abbas ibn Wahid: 279 

Abdul Abbas: 251 

Abdul Aziz ibn Abu Hazim: 247 

Abdul Aziz ibn Muhammad: 31 1 

Abdul Wahid ibn Zayd: 29 

Abdullah al Amri: 319f 

Abdullah ibn Abbas: see Ibn Abbas 

Abdullah ibn Abdul Hakam: 337 

Abdullah ibn Awf Qari: 198 

Abdullah ibn Awn: 271f 

Abdullah ibn Idris; 325f 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud: see Ibn Mas'ud 



Abdullah ibn Mubarak: 29, 267f, 276, 

307f,315f 
Abdullah ibn Muhayriz: 197f 
Abdullah ibn Salamah: 152 
Abdullah ibn Umar: 63, 105, 135 
Abdullah ibn Zubayr: see Ibn Zubayr 
Abdur Rahman ibn Awf: 64, 92 
Abdur Rahman ibn Hatib: 72 
Abdur Rahman ibn Mahdi: 292 
Abdur Rahman ibn Muljam: 81 
Abdur Rahman ibn Zay: 257 
Abdur Razzaq: 268, 323, 351 
Abdus Samad ibn Umar: 359 
Abu Ayyub: 313 

Abu Bakr ibn Abdur Rahman Makhzumi: 
199 

Abu Bakr: 53f, 63, 72f, 97, 115, 157 
AbuDarda: 116, 11 9f, 126 
Abu Dharr Ghifari: 1 15f, 301 
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Abu Hanifah Nu'man: 267f, 307 

Abu Hazil: 237 

Abu Hurayrah: 72, 133f 

Abu Ja'far Mansur: 280, 284 

Abu Lu'lu Majusi: 69 

Abu Maryam: 78 

Abu Musa Ash'ary: 169 

Abu Muslim Khawlani: 157 

Abu Sa'eed ibn Hanifah: 351 

Abu Salamah ibn Abdur Rahman: 139 

Abu Salamah: 265 

Abu Sulayman Darani: 339f 

Abu Ubaydah ibn Jarrah: 93f 

Abu Ubaydah: 35 

Abu Ulhman: 29 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal: 191, 247, 283, 325, 

335, 345f, 35 If 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal: 29 
Ahnaf ibn Qays: 169f 
Ahnaf ibn Qays: 67 
Ala ibn Muhammad: 262 
Ali ibn Abu Talib: 56, 77f 
Ali ibn Thabit: 290 
AliibnZayd: 211 
Alqamah ibn Marthad: 163, 175 
Alqamah ibn Qays: 161 
Alqamah: 112 

Amir Abdullah ibn Tahir: 353 

Amr ibn Ubayd: 266 

Amribn Utbah: 145f 

Anas ibn Iyad: 247 

Anas ibn Maalik: 38f, 65, 213, 235 

Ash'ab ibn Suwa: 225 

Ash'ath: 210 

Asma bint Unays: 59 

Aswad Ansi: 157 

Aswad Nakha'i: 175f 

Ata ibn Khafaf: 291 

AtaibnRabah: 2I9f 

Ata Sulaym: 26 If 

Ata: 201 

Awn ibn Abdullah ibn Utbah: 223f 
Awza'i: 197, 227, 279f, 287 
Ayshah: 36f, 4 If, 58f, 72 
Ayyub (Prophet): 34 
Ayyub ibn Wail: 137 
Ayyub Sakhtyani: 239f 

B 

Bakr ibn Abdullah: 205f, 213, 235 

Bilal ibn Sa'd: 227f 

Bishar ibn Marwan: 174 

Bishr al Hafi: 343f, 355 

Bishr ibn Harith: 275 

Bishr ibn Umar: 310 

Bishr ibn Wahid: 279 

D 

Dahhak ibn Qays: 177 

Dawud (Prophet): 27, 34, 45f, 161 



Dawud Sakhtiyani: 353 
Dawud Tayyi: 297 
Dharr ibn Abdullah: 192 
Digham ibn Maalik: 313 

E 



Eesa (Prophet): 27, 34, 49f, 157f 

F 

Fatimah (bint Abdul Aziz): 86 
Fudalah ibn Dinar: 231 
Fudaylibn Iyad: 315, 32 If 
Fudayl: 277 

H 

Habib ibn Maslamah: 1 16 
Hafs ibn Abdur Rahman: 268 
Hafsah: 62 

Hajjaj ibn Yusuf: 138, 186, 192 
Hakam ibn abul Aas: 71 
HakamibnNuh: 313 
Hamamah Dawsi: 142 
Hammad ibn Zayd: 292 
Hammad: 299 

Haramibn Hayyan: 141f, 151 

Harith: 106 

Harun ibn Mahdi: 309 

Harun Mustamla: 351 

Harun Rashid: 308, 316, 320f, 332 

Hasa: 210 

Hasan Basri: 173, 205, 209f, 262, 316 
Hasan Bazzar: 355 
Hasan ibn Ali: 40, 65, 79 
Hasan ibn Rabi: 325 
Hassan ibn Abu Sinan: 273f 
Hatim al Asam: 347f 
Hawshab Thaqafi: 242 
Haywah ibn Shurayh: 285 
Hisham ibn Abdul Malik: 200 
Hisham ibn Abdul Malik: 259 
Hisham: 215 

Hudhayfah ibn Yaman: 129 
Husayn Karabisi: 337 

I 

Ibn Abbas: 36, 65, 80, 201 
Ibn AbuDhi'b: 283 
Ibn al-Kawa: 163 
Ibn Awn: 207 
Ibn Hazim: 308 
Ibn Khuzaymah: 257 
Ibn Khuzaymah: 345 
Ibn Mahdi: 308 

Ibn Mas'ud: 41, 98, 109f, 161f, 193 
Ibn Mubarak: see Abdullah ibn Mubarak 
Ibn Qumayd: 92 
Ibn Rahowayh: 335 
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Ibn Wahb: 285 
Ibn Yunus: 303 
IbnZiyad: 162, 165f, 174 
IbnZubayr: 109, 138, 193 < 
Ibrahim (Prophet): 34 
Ibrahim ibn Adham: 275, 293f 
Ibrahim ibn Alqamah: 147 
Ibrahim Laskary: 211 
Ibrahim Nakha'i: 181, 193f 
Ibrahim Taymi: 185f 
lfriqio: 259 
Ilyas (Prophet): 34 
Ishaq (Prophet): 34 
Ishaq Rahuwayh: 353 
Isma'il (Prophet): 34 

J 

Ja'far ibn Sulayman: 229 
ja'far ibn Talib: 97 
Ja'far ibn Ziyad: 179 
Jabir: 41,136 
Junayd Baghdadi: 29 
Junayd: 355f 

Jundub ibn Janadah: see Abu Dharr 

K 

Kab Qurazi: 200 
Kahmas ibn Hasan Qaysa: 265 
Khalid ibn Safwan: 209 
Kharijah ibn Mus'ab: 272 
Kharijah ibn Zayd: 199 
Khatib Baghdadi: 343 
Khidr (Prophet): 34 
Khubayb ibn Adi Ansari: 103 

L 

Layth ibn Sa'd: 303f 
Layth: 341 
Luqman: 34 ' 

M 

Ma'ruf Karkhi: 333f 
Maalik ibn Dinar: 84, 241f 
Maalik ibn Mundhir: 230 
Maalik, Imam: 199, 304, 307f, 
Mahdi: 284, 291 
Mahdi: 309 

Mamun Rashid; 335, 351 
Mansur ibn Ammar: 341 f 
Mansur ibn Mu'lamar: 245f 
Mansur, Khalifah: 269f 
Marja ibn Haywah: 200 
Marwan Tatari: 331 
Marwan: 134 

Maslamah ibn Abdul Malik: 209 
Maslamah ibn Abdul Malik: 86 
Masruq ibn Ajda: 167 



Mlswur ibn Makhramah: 62 
Mu'ailh ibn Jabal: 97 
Mu'uwiyah ibn Abu Sufyan: 177 
Mu'uwiyah: 117f, 159f, 171 
Muudh ibn Mu'adh: 272 
Mughirah: 309 
Muhammad Baqir: 209f 
Muhammad ibn Abdullah: 219 
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim: 291 
Muhammad ibn Munkadir: 237f 
Muhammad ibn Sirin: 213f 
Muhammad ibn Wahb: 305 
Muhammad ibn Wasi: 229f 
Mus'ab ibn Umayr: 91f 
Mus'ab ibn Zubayr: 138 
Mus'ab ibn Zubayr: 172 
Mus'ab Zubayri: 319 
Musa (Prophet): 34 
Musa ibn Bashsharr: 229 
Musa ibn Mahdi: 309 
Musa Laqiti: 225 
Muslim ibn Yasar: 207f 
Mutarrif ibn Shuhuyr: 183f 
Muwaq Ajli: 213 

N 

Nasa'i: 351 

Nu'aym ibn Muwarri: 261 
Nuh (Prophet): 34 



Qabis ibn Abu Zabyan: 161 
Qanbar: 81 

Qasim ibn Muhammad: 199 
Qurrah ibn Khalid: 271 

R 

Rabi ibn Khathim: 163f 
Rabi ibn Khathim: 181 
Rabi: 269 

Raja ibn Hayah: 197 
Rubayy'h ar Rai: 25 If 
Rumaythah: 136 
Ruqay'yah: 7 If 

s 

Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas: 127 

Sa'da bint Awf Maryuh: 1 24 

Sa'eed ibn Aamir Juniulil: 101 f 

Sa'eed ibn Abdul Aziz: 287 

Sa'eed ibn Jubayr: 191 f 

Sa'eed ibn Musayyib: 133, 139, 199 

Saalim ibn Abdulluh (ibn Umar): 199f 

Saalim Junadah: 332 

Safwan ibn Muhrlz: 173f 

Safwan ibn Sulaym: 247f 

Sahl ibn Muzahim: 269 
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Salamah ibn Dinar: 257f 

Salih (Prophet): 34 

Salih Mahri: 261 

Salman (Farsi): 60, 66, 125f 

Salman ibn Abu Muti': 243 

Sarih ibn Ahmad Ibn Hanbal: 352 

Sariy: see Sarri 

Sarri Saqati: 355f 

Sha'bi: 163f 

Shafi'I, Imam: 283, 335f 

Shaqiq Balkhi: 327f 

Shaqiq ibn Salamah: 181f 

Shith (Prophet): 34 

Shu'bah: 239 

Shu'bah: 263, 289 

Shurayh: 167 

Silah ibn Ashyam: 179f 

Sufyan ibn Uyaynah: 233, 239, 321, 337 

Sufyan Thawri: 267, 275, 289f, 293, 331 

Sulayman (Prophet): 34 

Sulayman Darani: 29 

Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik: 198, 202, 

248, 258 
Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik: 83f 
Sulayman ibn Saalim: 247 
Sulayman ibn Yasar: 199 
Sulayman Khawas: 287 
Sulayman Taymi: 229 
Sulayman Taymi: 263f 

T 

Talhah ibn Musarrif: 217f 
Talhah ibn Ubaydah: 123 
Tawus ibn Kaysan: 20 If 
Tawus: 135 
Thabit Bunani: 235f 
Thawri: 29 

u 

Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah: 199 
Umar ibn Abdul Aziz: 27, 83f, 200, 249 
Umaribn Khattab: 126, 133, 149f, 169, 
209f 

Umar ibn Khattab: 36f, 42, 56f, 6 If, 78, 

93f, lOlf, 119f, 
Umayr ibu Hubayrah: 215 
Umayr ibn Sa'd: 105f 
Umm Abd: 109 



UmmDarda: 120 

UmmDharr: 117 

Umm Hasimah: 83 

Umm Kulthum bint Abu Bakr: 123 

Umm Kulthum: 71 

Umm Salamah: 64f 

Uqbah ibn Mu'eet: 112 

Urwa: 36 

Urwah ibn Zubayr: 1 38 
Urwah ibn Zubayr: 199 
Uthman ibn Affan: 71, 124, 147 
Uthman ibn Ata Khurasani: 219 
Uthman ibn Ma'zun: 89f 
Uthman Nahdi: 133 
Uways Qarni: 149f 

w 

Wahb ibn Munabbih: 221f 

Wali ibn Jarrah: 33 If 

Walid ibn Abdul Malik: 198, 200 

Walid: 83 

Warrad Ijli: 301 

Wuhayb ibn Ward: 275f 

Y 

Ya'qub (Prophet): 34 
Yahya (Prophet): 34 
Yahya ibn Bukhayr: 303 
Yahya ibn Mu'in: 315, 331 
Yahya Mishapuri: 354 
Yahya Qattan: 271 
Yazid ibn Aswad: 177f 
Yazid ibn Harun: 267 
Yazid Raqashi: 225f 
Yunus (Prophet): 34 
Yunus ibn Ubayd: 253f 
Yunus ibn Ubayd: 273 
Yusha (Prophet): 34 
Yusuf (Prophet): 34 
Yusuf ibn Asbat: 329f 
Yusuf ibn Umar: 246 

z 

Zayn ul Abidin: 187f 
Ziyad ibn Abu Ziyab: 249f 
Zubarqan: 182 
Zuhri: 25, 187 
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A 

Aamir: 154 

Abraha: 61 fn 

Abu Bakr's prayer: 59 



AbuDarda: 119f 
Abu Sulayman: 339 
adhan, I hear; 164 
ajda is devil: 107 
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Awn ibn Abdullah: 223 
Ayyub Sakhtyani: 239f 

B . 

better than what they think: 59 
Bish Hafi: 343 
blood on white robe: 146 
buying not with religion: 198 

_c 

company, avoid: 1 10 

_D 

Dawud Tayyi: 297 

deceived in Allah's name, willing to be: 
136 

dhun nurayn: 71 

, E 

Eesa & thief: 49 
Eesa, friend of: 159 

F 

fear not people: 101 
forgive me: 59 
Fudayl: 322 

G_ 

grave, rumbling of: 84 

H 

Haram ibn Hayyan: 141 
Hatim Asan: 347 
heart, healer of: 85 
house would perish: 116, 290 

I 

Ibn Sirin: 213 
Ibrahim Adhan: 294 



istarja: 179 




istisqa: 177 






J 


jurists, seven: 199 






K 


keep indoors: 110 






L 



lion and Silah: 179 



M ■ 

Maalik:309 

Maalik's illness when be did not com? to 

mosque: 311 
moderation in fasting & salah: 100 

N 

newborn did not weep: 49 
no god but Allah: 195 

P 

Prophet, thorn should not prick: 103 
Prophet, virtues of: 27 

liwa ul hamd: 32 

hereafter for us: 37 

manner: 38 

humbleness: 38 

personal life: 39 

generosity: 41 

R 

rich man, avoid: 130 

__s 

Salman: 126, 127 

Sarri Saqati: 355 

saying of ibn Mas'ud: 1 lOf 

snake during salah: 153 

solitude: 217 

soul, worth of: 85 

Sulayman Taymi: 263 

T 

tri un am: 95 
lasbih of Dawud: 46 
tongue, check: 1 10 
truth, afraid to speak: 171 

u 

Umar's slayer: 69 

Y 

Yunus ibn Ubayd: 253 

z 

Zabun 45f 



PUBLICATIONS OF DARUL ISHAAT 



SI RAH & HISTORY 

MERCY FOR THE WORLDS 3 VOLS. 

QA7A SULEMAM MANSOOR PURl 

WORSHIP IN ISLAM (FROM SIR ATI'S NABI) 

SAYYED SI 'LEMANNADV! 

ETHICS IN ISLAM (FROM SIRATUN NABI) 

SA YYED SULEMAN NADU 

THE LIFE OF MOHAMMAD £S 

HAYKAI. 

MOHAMMAD THE PROPHET OF 
REVOLUTION 

WAHIDUDDIN KHAN 

THE WAY THE NOBEL MESSANGER 
OFFERED HIS PRAYER 

MUFTIJAMIL AHMED NAZ1R1 

MOHAMMAD Ss IN THE BIBLE 

ABDUL AH AD DA WOOD 

MOHAMMAD as IN THE QURAN 

MAUL AN A HIFZUR REHMAN SEOHARl'I 

THE BENEFACTOR OF MANKIND AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

DR. HAFIZ MOHAMMAD THAN/ 

PROPHETIC WAY OF TREATMENT 

BADR AZIMABADI 

SAYYIDINA MOHAMMAD » 

MUFTI A. H. ILYAS 

THE PROPHETIC MEDICINE 

IBN QA YYIM AL JAWZIYYA 

THE LIVES OF SAH ABAH J VOLS. 

MAULANA YOUSLF KANDH1AVI 

USWA-E-SAHABAH (THE WAY OF SAHABAH) 

ABDUS SALAM NADl'I 

BIO GRAPHIES OF THE WOMEN 
COMPANIONS OF THE HOLY PROPHET &i 

ABDUS SALAM NADU 
SAYYED SULEMAN NADl'I 

STORIES OF THE HOLY PROPHE 1 S WITH 
ADDITION 

IBN KATHIR 



Here is another interesting book from 
Darul-Isha'at, Karachi, throwing light into 
the lives of a hundred great men, the greatest 
of them being the noble Prophet S. It is a look 
into the ascetic aspect of their lives. They gave 
up ease and comfort. Some of them fasted 
often, some engaged in salah for a length of 
time and they endured poverty. In whatever 
they did and howsoever they did, they sought 
Allah. They did not even go near sin, love of 
the world or longing desires. However, they 
did not practice monasticism. 

They feared Allah as He should be feared 
and they placed their trust in Allah. 

Their lives are worth emulating. In their 
own way, each of them practised asceticism 
or zuhd. Today, when even a simple 
attachment to religion is a blessing, their lives 
really seem unbelievable. But, th.it is true and 
their example is there calling updfi us to join 
them and turn away from this ephemeral 
world. In return, we are assured eternal 
happiness. 
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